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 Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 


<2 I S now a yearand halfſince 
PeS in my FE roam I cold | 
>X; US: of Popith deflecs to de- 1 
ETHEES ftroy both us and our Re- + 
ligion : for though no- particular diſco- 
very could then be made, yet the dif- 
courſe: and actings of ſeveral Papiſts in 
theſe parts did plainly ſhew they were  * 
then preparing that which 1s now diſco- j 
vered: for they were then providmg 
Horſe and Arms, they poſted about day: 

and night, they threatned-maany that they 
muſt ere long turn or burn,and fome told 

their friends that if it came to cutting of 
throats they ſhould be ſaved; which - 
BB: made / | 
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Word, which was our only Rule of 
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lent that not © 


made it evi 


le.it evident that not only they had 
ſome bloody ign, but thought them- 
{elves allo {ure to effect it, V hereupon 
I beſought you toarm your ſelves for the 
day of Tra, and preached a Sermon to 
that; efte&t:: and: afterwards. the better to 


octrines, Lpreach- 
rmons how: you were to. 


s Holy 
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Faith, and-not knowmg what kind of 


Paſtor you might have after my death, 


whether a Proteſtant. Paſtor not well 
verſt in ſuch matters, or a Popiſh Paſtor 
wholly devoted to them ; I refolved at 
mydeceaſc toleave you theſe Sermons as. 
a Legacy : for my great age of ſeventy 
five. years paſt aſſuring me, according to. 
2. Pet..1. 14, 15. That ſhortly I muſt put off 
 1:T abernacle_., | will endeayour that 
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ion of 


ae: 4 
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ou may. be able after my deceaſe to have 
5 t/a alwaies in WK. 60057 Bur 
now I have a new and farther reaſon to 
haſten this my Legacy to you, becaule I 
hear my bloody "A: the Jeſuitical 
Prieſts are reſolved as ſoon as they can 
find opportunity, to haſten my death. 
This Fi: made me-ſpeed theſe Sermons 
tothe Preſs, leſt I and they fall into their 


hands who will give the ſame ſpeedy end 


to both. And the truth of what I now 
deliver toyoul truſt by Gods afsiſting 
orace to ſeal with my blood, if he call me 
toit; for then I know he will enableme 
for it. And though Iam a weak carnal 
worm,of my ſelf not able to do any thing, 
yet by Gods powerful grace I may, and1 
hope I ſhall cableTÞ do all things: 
for he hath ſaid, I will never leave thee nor - 
forſake thee. And therefore I molt hum- 


bly and moſt readily commut the keeping 
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=—\ Here being [0 many'Books of our Contro- 
 _ * Verſies with. the Papiſts both learned and.” 

unlearned already printed, this may ſeem 
both uſeleſs and vain, - yet T hope it may 
prove otherwiſe; becauſe Thumbly conceive, youmay find 
ſome uſeful things here not uttered before, and if but one, 
et conſidering the great concern of the matter in hand, 
our right faith and our ſalvation thereon depending,nocon- 
feientious man will repent the ſpending five or fix bours : 
time (in that ſhort ſpace the whole may be peruſed ) in 
the purſuit of it ; and I heartily wiſh more hours were 
wot ſpent in things as uſcleſs ſometimes even by good and 
learned men. | But put the caſe there be not one good 
thing here, but what hath formerly been better ſet forth, 
Jet this little Book may be uſeful : Experience ſhews man” 
to be ſo affeted with novelty, 'as ſoon to grow weary of 
the beft things and for variety take up worſe :'-and ſo this 
meaner diſcourſe may have better effeft by being new. 
And if may any way contribute to the eſtabliſhing my Di- 
oceſs and others in the-true, primitive Catholick Gelain ? 
Tjhallnot repent my labour, though you 'do yours. * 
4p B Conſidering 


rdering with felf "I the greater part of men 
ale EY gs Ms reap but little benefit by learned 


Treatiſes., and of the more literate, ſame not ſo zealous 
am Rell 07 45 to ſpend b teme in the fearch 
of truth, Tooftvedm ſuch a plain and compendious way 


45 miobt ſatufie and / ettle the greater part of men, not 
YO a their heads with many ( or ſcarce any ) quotati- 
ons ont Petia phos whech WT me 1 FED 


a gut _ you can bave the clhads meaning oo the Auther, 

you muſt obſerve the main buſineſs in bar 
| bedrives at; ; Jon muſt alſo know 

preſcion, wheth r plamlitefal,. 

conciſe, with ſeveral other circumſtances ; and it vil be 

often neceſſary to compare one place with another of the 

fame Author -: 09-08" of a thouſand bath 
ability, lesſure and will to erform ; and he that bath and 
doth ſo, yet after all his Le bs hath but buman aſſu- 


FAnce 112 4m, | er of this ſalvati 


atte ion,” which is no better than 
« bank of ſand to build bi eternalill or welfare on ; which 


ſure 


3 E298; 
[4 WS, 


® | ſureno wiſe man will d do, but = on that Rock Chriſt 
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mer Errors, had he dyed 
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Jeſus.and bis Hob Gel apr jams axle fire 


to Ve 00r Damaurs way of 

whe link miniſters with a Scriprum » ny thus and 

thus it is written, you will be ſure to Jive dl them away and 
overcome them. But if you once quit the” Word of God, 
and heerken-to the dotrines of ment, your unſtable heart, 


like a wave of the ſea, will be tofſedr to and fro with diver- | 


fity of doftrmes : For you will find one Father jay this, 

another that, yeathe fame Father ſay.diverſly in divers 

places, 1. St. Auſtin wrote a whole Tratt of: Recantati- 

ons, withgreat pi and ingenuity,acknowledgi his for- 
ore be wrote thoſe R 

ons, : then all thoſe Errors, bythe rule of t 


paſt with great Authority: for Truths: 1 heart = / 


the other. great Doftors of the Church had. 
viewed m their riper Age HR wrote in their oath, 
«St, Auſtin did : of them would ave 
found things to recant as al bees | Whoever bath a 


Fathers : but bythis and the following diſcour- 
F Yould find the doftrine of -man is no ſure ground to 
build your Faith and Salvation on, . but oxy on the'Word 
of God. Moareover, were the Dofivines of. the. Fathers 
of far more Authority, get among their Writings there are 
many ſpurious Books foiſted m by idle Monks, 
the common Eons of the Fathers Works fer 
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more of this, let bin read Daillee of the true | 


c > 26d 


rinting... "Bellarmine the: rok 
s doth acknowled meY abt 
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lt to know which are the 
o Nh efhe Faber arid when you know that, 
tis as difficult to: know what'is the clear. ſence of their 
Writmgs, and thirdly, to know which are their 
Opinions, which .their Errors,” (\for.there is no 
Danilt bait will acknowledge they bad Errors.) 
all thi Þe oy warrantto build our Faith 
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| And becauſe the Papiſts pretend Scripture ( which we 
acknowledge to be our Rule of Faith) for ſome of their Opi- 
* mnions differing from us, Thave here ( 1 hope fully ) Ex- 
} * plained and Anſwered thoſe Scriptures, eſpecially what 
* theypretend for Tranſubſtantiation and Corpor al Preſence 
of our Saviour Chriſt m the Lords Supper : which I ſhall 
add-at the end in a ſhort Tratt by it elf, becauſe it #s not 
at all contained m that Text -whereon -my three Sermons 
depend. if k | 
« - And thus. I hope this little. Book (if not confuted) ſub- 
ſervieut uo Scripture, may without any other, (atisfie and 
ſettle: any one nr all the Controverſies we have with the 
 Papiſts: Firſt, by baving proved we are not to believe 
any thing with divine Faith, but what is plainly contamed 
in Scripture; Secondly; by: having Anſwered ' what they 
pretend: from Scripture : Thirdly, becauſe for all other 
| differences with us'they-haveno Scripture. Now-if any 
Papiſt can confute me in any one of theſe material princi- 
pal things, :T ſhall beartily thank him,” and promiſe inthe 
word of a Chriſtian, 1 fhall xeadily ponwinge my Error. 
and embrace bis Truth : But if he only cavil, or ſeurri- 
| loufly ſeoff at trivial things ( as ſome totheir own ſhanie 
and reproach have formerly done) T ſhall thank them alfa 
for this, for thereby they prove thei own Errors and cot 
Truths. 
' IT have this one thing more only to trouble the Reader: 
« Seith: The firſt of my three Sermons on that Text. 


> ge 
F. 


OS Rot t: ; : RE ROS: IF IS -1 "+ we TL ” by 6 tn nee be Y ” - 4 b 
WS w. $2 EB -1 N NS; Nv Sy s '. | IS: 2 POE Ode 2 7 OI OY TS Ry none foo 4 gy S 24 II C Se \ % 2" l "Fs s - 
: 4 Wh P 6 : p. £ ” 7 
* ; s } _ : fp ; Lg : TW; bk, . 
$225 2 A $224. oY w 
6] 
PF : p : 
% 2, - ; 
PX al 4D 4 345 or oc, tb or; OS IB ETON LLP IH; p <S a o me _ 
ch AS 
. : 
8 4. : 
4 þ -£ — uv j 
3 "4 a q : : A 
b : T x - 
Fg : E "Rs bar x CY 
R s 
Z 


abnoſt « year | fore that Book came forth, 
ore 1. could not have them from that Author, 
The ſame uthor that wrote the w 
ſeems muſt countenance Books to 
per, it fit to Print thas 
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Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think 
ye have Eternal Life... 


ppeared here, my buſineſs 
' was to arm you with Chriſtian Courage 
and firm reſolution to fight manfully the 
- good fight of Faith, with full affurance 
of a glorious reward fromthe ſure hand 
of our moſt gracious God, who never 
thoſe that feck and ſerve him. And this 
, not with the arm of fleſh and ſword of 
"Iwhich is often ſubdued and broken by a 
eggs og pot eaſy Word and Sword 'of the Spi- 
rit, which no power upon earth or under theearth can 
ſubdue, ecauſe he that is with sisſtr M tha 
are wg bow Now for the preſent, 
to ſhew.you what weareto wr hr for. AnA this we learn 
from the Apoſtle St.Jude,'who commands us — 
the faith once delivered to the Saintr, © > forall; the 
whichwas delivered by our Seviourand his pr report 
| to 


tures, and written there for our Learning, as theScrip- 
ture itſelf tells us. Jearch. herefore the Scri ares for it, 


5] wor : have two things ſet forth unto us, 
Firſt, A Command 3 Secondly, The Reaſpn of the Com- 
mand. The Command, rg the Scriptures; then rhe 
Reaſon bf this Command : * in the Scriptures we have 
Eternal Life. _ : 

Both theſe things 3 are fo plain in themſelves, that they 
need no explication. Bu $i bh perverſe wits of evil men, 
who canfind rodum in eps, have invented ſome difficul- 
"ties in them to excule their pernicious praftices clean con- 
trary to them. The Governours of the- Church 
guilty of ſuch praQtices, have invented theſe ſficulrics, 
For they having'many thivgs/in their Church Devorior 
quitec contra ry to Scripture, (as1 {ball ow you, © E TRIS 
Þuſineſ be ended.) fi find it neceſſary to: ſbutup the Scri 
ture from the Laity, who would not ſo blin & br be | 
ced into them, had they the light of Holy Scripture t 
diſcover the groſzneſs of . them. . And therefore, Firſt 

They will dof it, that this command. of our. Saviour: to 
Search the Scriptures belongs only.to the Clergy, andthey 

' are to teach the people out of them. Secondly, As to 
the reaſon of the Command, That inthexe we have Eternal 
Life, the __ add, that - you muſt. take. with 
you the explicat of the Clark. -and ſuch other addi- 
tions as the Cinch ſhall propoſe; for the Church ( lay 
ay = $a guided by the ſame Holy Ghoſtas did guidethe 
es and. Evan ngeliſts to diftate and write t e Scrip- 

;: and went the. Dofrines of the Church are 


9” T 
| oqualy to be held, and as neceſſary to Eternal Life. 


_ Bur, 


to METER to all Gare Denoladions. for *he Salvation of 
all Mankind. Which Faith  worryent inthe Holy Scrip- 
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'. But, Beloved, theſe are-meer juggling miſts caſt be- 
fore the- eyes of men to lead them blindfold into their 
ſuperſtitious gainful practices. And, God willing, I ſhall 

rove unto youthat both theſetheir aſſertionsare ground- 
jeſs and falſe, Firſt,I ſhall prove that this command of our 
Saviour, Search the Scriptures, belongs to all that are capa- 
ble to underſtand matters of Salvation, whether Clergy 
orLaity, Men or Women, or even Children, and that 
"tis not only lawful but pious to ſearchinto the Scriptures: 


Secondly, I ſhall prove that the belief of the Scriptures 


alone is ſufficient to Eternal Life, without any addition, 
and that we are not bound-to belteve-any Dodrine the 
Church ſball teach, but what is fully contained in Scrip- 
ture, or ſo clearly deduced from thence, that any man 
of common underſtanding may plainly fee the evidence 
of that deduction. And farther, I ſhall prove that 'tis a 
damnable thing for any man or Church to teach any Do- 


 Arrine as neceſſary to Salvation, but what is fo fully con- 


 tainedin, or ſoclearly deduced from Scripture, as Inow 


mentioned, And ſeeing both theſe points are matters'of 
Salvation, wherein all mankind, learned or unlearned, 
high and low, are concerned, I think it neceflary to han- 
dle theſe matters in fo plain. a way as may ſute with the'ca- 


pacity of all, cyen the unlearned, who are moſt callly ſe- 


duced min ator. 1 SY | 

 Ibegin with the firſt part, the command of our Saviour, 
Search the Scriptures, and to prove that this belongs to all, 
And for the more methodical proceeding in this buſineſs, 
I ſhall divide all forts of-men into three ranks, and ſhew 


that to ſearch. the Scriptures belongs to all three, Prieſts, 


Princes, and People. And firſt, for Prieſts there canbe 
no doubt. The only doubt in this point is, whether they 
do ſearch the Scriptures ſo diligently and ſtudiouſly as 


they 
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imprintatl 


thingin a mans memo- 


Copics out any thuog, heinfiſts upon 


every word the 
2 that Kings are 
on the Scri 


of writing, and ſa makes the deeper 
ſion in bis mind to remember it. Whereby you 
as well as Priefts, to be very 

'toread them all the days 


of their life. And the reaſon of this is given by the Pro- 


het Iſa. xlix. w 
arcs bes to be 


SI 


ſet 


here, ſpeaking of the Church of Chriſt 
: the Gentiles, he tells the 


among the G 
Church that Kings ſtould be her nurſing-jathers, and Queens 
-mothers. And (ure Sor Mothers ſhould 
be able to teach their Children, and not their Children 
teach them. From whence I might infer , that Kings 


ber 


Om Ao rmanany knowi 
| INT as It WETE 
Cn Da 
a day and night, that he 


his 


him in bis minority. But let this paſs, 
oy Heres here as ProteQors only and Governours: 


uch 2ught to be very knowing 1m Scripture, 


nurfi 


yet 


that they may diſt 
Dodrine, fy ſure 


teachers, I 


as 


\ Og underſtand 


are not to 


in Scripture than Church-men, 
ir Fathers, And ſo it was with 
wor hl rapid inns rn oy 
thereby became wiſer # 
ſuppoſe he means the Prieſts who t 
and let us 


protect and nurſe up 
Herefie, which they may chance to do, it they have not 


ing of Scripture, but are led away by 


e and deluding teachers, as the Arria» Emperours 
were, and fo proved opprefling Tyrants over the Ortho- 
dox Clan Thus Kh: 'tis ne 


for 


the Spiri- 


tual Government of the Church that Kings ſhould ob-. 


ſerve this command of God, and have the Bible before 


them, and read thereinall the days of their life, And 'tis 


very 


W 


neceſſary alſo for the Civil Governmentof the State, 
as 'tis there in Dext. expreſt, ___ hearts be not lifted 
: 2 p 
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*p above their ©brethren,” antl that they do not multiply to 
themſelves wives, nor ſilver, nor gold. 
What is here ſaid of Kings 'or great Perfons concerns 
all you that are in Authority under the King at preſent, 
or arelike to be hereafter. For ſeeing that Kings cannot 
be perſonally prefentin all parts of their Dominion, they 
are conſtrained to appoint others under them to'perform 
that which they cannot do themſelves. From whence it 


 neceſfarily follows that thiscommand of God to Kings be- 


longs to all thoſe who a@by their Authority. And as it 
191nthe buſineſs of Godfathers and Godmorhers, that in- 
ferior perſons areoften ſubſtituted to perform the parts 
of great ones : ſois it in Church-fathers and Church-mo- 
thers, and their Subſtitutes are tobe Nurſing-fathers tothe 
Church,to countenance and prote&the Orthodox Teach- 


ers. They are likewiſe to read word he Gods Holy W ord 


arts alſo be not lifted 


very much abate all- exorbitancy in theſe matters, when 
I_ | | | * there 


LY 


OP TEN 
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> it wasneedful: for he ſharply reb 


—_— cp 


there we contemplate the poverty, the humiliation, the 

ekneſs, the affability- of the King of eternal glory. 
Yet-this hindered him not in ſhewi his Authority when 
ked the vices of the 
Jews, | and with a ſcourge whipt out of the Temple the 
money-changers and other- Mechanicks that .prophaned 
it. The ſeverity. of juſtice mingled with .meckneſs and 
affability_ in due time and place, hath a wonderful com- 
manding authority over the hearts of all, and makes Go- 
vernment both beloved and feared. | Beſides, reading the 
Scriptures hath another great efte&t conducing very much 
to Government : for 'tis very powerful in operation, ma- 
king great impreſſions of all vertues in the minds of men; 
the practice whereof in the Magiſtrate gains him great re- 
verence to his Authority, and 1s alſo a great inducement 
to the people to follow him in the way of vertue : and 


_ then the Government'will be ſo caſieto him, as he may 


lead them with a. twine thread, as commonly we ſay, to 
whatſoever hepleaſes. Vertuous perſons never reſiſt Au- 
thority, knowing tis the Ordinance of God, but will 
rather defend it, with their lives : whereas: all vitious 
perſonshate Government as/ a reſtraint to-their licentious 
appetites,.-and a curb to their covetous and injurious op- 
preſions of others, and are therefore ready.on all occaſions 
to. mutiny. and rebel againft- Authority 3 but then the 
Magiſtrate having, by. his juſt and-vertuous proceedings 
poſſeſt himſelf of the hearts of all good men; and increa- 
ied the number of them-by his pious example, ſhall be 
ſure to. have all their handsready toaſliſt and prote& him 
12 the due execution of his Office, No laws in the world 
can preſerve Government.long without the operation of | 
Gods Laws on the conſciencesof men : for when evil men 
have conceived and nouriſhed up wicked deſigns in.their 
C 3 heart 5 
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hrs ions eG blown up and enflamed 
by by mruc diſcourſe, and animai » Trop angrnk , and 


venture on the moſt eur} jay pro Mt 
and proceed to ſome ſudden miſchief, 
their own ruinand loſs of life. 6 theloams 
; _—__ re checkwothe iſ mocensofv 
neſs ; theall-teei 


' hand with eternal Ab pen ey, 
- there ſuppreſſes all evil deſigns before they go! 
curing the Government in continual 
And thus I have ſhewed you the that lies on 
rt = pemſes «70 Fro to be 


Princes, :and all } 
ſtudious in reading ture, and in ang ae according > 
hs Far. how advantagious it 


to Gods Holy 9"p- m4 
Sill be 26-the ealb ah happy inefs of their Government. 
There remains now to at afithe ededrank of men, 
the People 3 and troſhew you, that they allo are included 
- in this command of our Saviour to ſearch the 
And this Ihall prove unto you by the whole current of 
ble. Tbegin with the Old Teſtament, the Books of 
Did not oo deliver all his 
Laws and Ordinances to the people, and that by Gods 
expreſs command, asyou may fee, Exod.xix. and ſeveral 
"Chapters following ; where 'tis often repeated, Call of 


_the le. Te# the Feople, &e, tw times over and F 
more, A R And fo a _ in ent, v7: anda T xt. 18, 4 
| unto t] he people al Ore yr a 

of poo Mofurepone all the people togett Op ael, = 
.commanded them to peas ( Heren all the hm > . 
the Lew, und to expound to wo the meaning thereof: I 
farther, "that th eld write them on the and gates 2 
.of their houſes, t + they Ry them always before? their 


yer, 
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on their arms as bracelets, for perpetnal 
t0 talk of them to their children, when they fate in their 
pon when they were inthe field, and when they 
All this you have fet down ar large in; thoſe 
Chak tt eons.” befeech you now, can airy thing 
be punk carnefily  Prodh more [triMly contbjliaded © b- 
| And then "Olptve: Ob i 1 ets, as you will find almoſt 
hapter. Goto ” people. Speak, in the ears -of 
fe. Cry wato this prople, and_fay, T have ſent 
ts the Prophets, riſing np early and 
ve faid enoughand IB for the Old 


to the end. 


n my 
| pray Sure 
Teſtament. 

Now for the New, from the very 
Were not the very firſt g 4 things of Fit agen ne nl 
red unto the . the meaneſto the epherds, 
and by them to others of like co wy and when - 
Fe the Baptiſt came out of the Wilderneſs to preach, _. 

as it not to the” people ? And when Chriſt himſelf 
went forth'to preach, Was itnot to the people, and thoſe 
of the ren ets And he gaveit umo the Diſciples 
of St. np pecial fignof his being the Chrift, That 
the poor had the Goſpel preached nnto them; as if it were 
wr tended to them. And zccordirgly St. Paxl tells 
'xC ak. Teſoro On . Brethren, Lo pods 01 ab 
many wiſe men not many mighty, not many 
C - mar wi cated. And SCE himſelf preached un- 
w_— and for the moſt part to thoſe of the loweſt de-. 
: fo when he was to leave this world he gave the 


ke charge to tis Diſciphes, That they ſhould, the - 
| Goffelto creature, asyou may ſee in the laſt Chap- 
ref St. Marks to creature, that ts, to every hu- - 
mane Creature : which expreflion of our Saviourcarries 
you : 
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=” reat energy, as TT? he T5 nd, In the ing of . the 
; Foe I, ITY the way of the worl frag nd make your 

application to the 'great, to the rich, to.the mea" Y 
no, but to thoſe of low d 3 as I havedone; to the | 
Poor,..to. the deſpiſed of the world, to eyery creature, 
ever ſo mean, ever ſo contemptible ; 'be ſure you. preach 
it to them. Thus much for the Goſpel. Then follow the 
Ads written to Theophilus one of the Laity. And fo the 
Epiſtles of the Apoſtles. _ That to the Rewars is direted © 
| yr that are at Rome, to all. That to the Corinthians, to xz 
all that call upon the name of the Lord Jeſws, to all in every Y 
place: and fothe reſt. And 'tis obſervable, that there 15 E 
No mention made of the Clergy in any of bis Epiſtles, bur F 
in that one tothe Philippians, where he expreſſesthe Bi- = _Þ 
ſhops and D . and yeteven there he .puts them in Y 
the laſt place : firſt, #0 al/ the Saints that are at Philippi, 3 
and then adds, with the Biſhops and Deacons: ſo thatthis AX 
Epiſtle is ptimarily directed .to-all the Saints, .... F 
But perchance ſomeignorant people may. Print the 2! 
word Church in ſome of his Epiſtles 3. as. if thoſe Epi. 
ſtles directed * «9 Church, ugriks nap ay to 7"; ds 
men, as we call them, meaning t t Clergy, the 
Miniſters of the Church. . But, Beloved, this word, .in 
the Original Greek nance , tranſlated by--us. Charch, 
doth not at all ſignifie Church-men, but the! Laity, aſſem- 4 
bled together, which we properly call the congregation - ®Z 
of the faithful: and ſo.in. ture, ;the Churc of ſuch E | 
a town; the. Church in ſuch a houſe, that is, the faithful, . -® 
orthe Saints of that town, or in that houſe; thoſe that 6 | 

uſe there. to, aſſemble; rogerher for the worſhip of God. 3 
But we ule the, word Church by, corrupt.cuſtom promiſ© 
cuoully ſometimes: for.the Con regation., ſometimes for = 
© the houſe wherein they mect, lomerunes for. the body, KR 
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of Church-men, = fo we fay the Canons of the Church, 
that is , the Canons compoſed by 'Church-men. ,' But 
 GrmA.yowe IN Scripture is Never ſo placed, ur only for the 
tion of the faithful. This is. more cxpreſly de- 
clared Rev. ii. 1. where the Biſhop is called the Angel, 
and the Congregation, diſtin& from the Miniſter, iscal> - 
led the Church : The Amgel of vhe Church, that-is, the Bi- 
ſhop, the Paſtor, Bas. Miniſter of the Cong ega 
| AM therefore St. ar Epiſtles _—_ to the Church 
of ſuch a place, is juſt the ſame as tot Say, x" Oxi 
the faithful, or to cexprin of ſuch a place; . which con- 
ſiſted of the Laity; and not only. of men, but Women 
alſoand Children, they were likewiſe to read the Scrip- 
tures. And according to this, 'he gives it as a great com- 
mendation to T:iwethy, that of a Child he had learned the 
Scriptures. And weknow that this was the praQice of the 
Primitive Chriſtian Church many Ages. For St. Hiereme, 
one of the four eminent DoRors and Fathers of the 
Church, who lived 460years after Chriſt, im his Epiſtle 
to Leta a Roman Matron, fets down a methad for her to 
teach her little Girl the Scriptures, what books ſhe ſhould 
read firſt, and what next : firſt thebook of Pſalms, then 
the Proverbs, then Eccleſiaſtes ; and after other books _ 
med'in the Old Teſtament, he concludes, Ad Evange 
A ea d a de manibus. Aa A un. 1 
Epiltoles tota cordis imbibat voluntate. Let her 
then pj ___ the Goſpels and never let them go out of her 
And as for hehe Ads of the Apoſtles, way » the Epiſtles, 
Fw her apply: her heart to learn Ov with el} diligence. And 
St. Gregory, 'another of the four eminent Doors, who' 
was the laſt of them, and lived 600 years after Chriſt, . 
and was Biſhop of Rome; who-for his great ſanQity and - 


og was called: Gregory the _ he, in his __ 
0 


% 


are the F 7 ua: of (a pomeriin ahd Bn jy follow the 
prattice of the Primitive Church, Burt let us returnto 
St. Paxl, who, 
to the whole gation of the faithful, 
St. Paul, ſo St. James, to the twelveTribes, who werethe 
faithful. So St.Peter,the firſt Epiſt, toall the Elett : the ſe- 
_ eondtoall the faithful. So St. Jo St. Jade; all writ- 

tentothe faithful in gen I pray you obſerve 
what a ſtri& charge St. Pazl gives at the end' of his = 

ians and the 


files to the Col, loniens. I ch 
i Epiſtle beread to all the Holy nl apc 


the Lord that 1 


IN It were hrs | ppm to add more for this buſi 


| contrar ma. Sec 
e WO por image: th Gora 
Church. reach the x ne ror wet ing 
ands | Us ke 


: the Pope makes rein ay to diſpe 
the moſt Gem vowsthatcan onde; erin zh the 
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as I have fhewed you, direQts his Epiſtles 
And as - 


'Serma. I the Biſhop of Hereford. t13 


commands obedience to Kings and-all that a1 arein Autho- 
rity : the Pope diſpenſes with all obedience and oaths 
made unto their and often commands them to re- 
bel, make war, and murther them} yea, the Son to re- 
bel againſt his own Father, as theSon of Henry the fourth, 
Emperour. The Scripture forbids marrying log apy 
near Relations: the Pope diſpenſes with all. gn 8 | 
ture commands the dorvick of the Church to be in the 
known language of the people: the Pope commands it 
oo be 1 ina language the the people underſtands not at all. The 
ture t y can forgive fins: the Pope 
= ealſocan; andif or will give him largely, he will 
largely: The dura tells us is bub 
eM-chator between God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſas < 
hs Roman Church teaches there are thouſands of Saints 
and Angels; and pray unto them and bleſſed Vit 
much more than to ' or God the Father, 'ten 
M-1-:s for one Pater Noſfter. Good reaſon then have 
the Romanifts toadd unto theſe contradictions of Scrip- 
ture and many more, that iniquity of ſhutting up 
the Scripture the people, leſt they ſhould diſcover 
theſe contradiQtions. TOE do ea in their Genera- 
tions. 
But now oo ſome : Profs who teach none Am 


a Toro very en: ry ex- 
raVagap Oplutms es.” How ho a thing . 
is it to affirm this! Really ita itappeary no lefs then blaſphe- 
my againſt the Holy Ghoſt 5 whereof our Saviour pro- 
nounc'd that dreadful Semence, That it ſbould' never be 
forgiven neither in this world neither in the world to come. 
D 2 For 


14 | The Legacy of ,  Serm. 1. 


For to fay the reading of Scriptitre cauſes the people to- 


fall into Herefie, is the ſame in effe& as to ſay the Holy 
Ghoſt is the Authorof ſin: for I have. moſt clearly pro- 


ved-unto you that the Sep ditated by the Holy 


Ghoſt commandsall to read the Scripture. But I hope 
they intend no ſuch-matter as blaſphemy, but think they 
have ſome colour for what they ſay from 2 Pet..1ii. 16. 
whereSt. Peter ſpeaks of the unlearned and unſtable,wreſt- 
img the Scriptures. to their own deſtruction. But I'pray 
you mark how St. Peter joyns unſtable with unlearned : 
the want of ſtability is the main cauſe of their wreſting 
the Scriptures, For hall ſhew you by and by, that they 
whoabound inlearning, yet waſtes ſtability, wreſt the 
Scriptures as well ,(I ſhould ſay asill) as the unlearned. 
But firſt I deſire my pretending wiſe men to advile a little 
with St. Paxl;, Rom.vii.1o. where he tells us that the Comr- 
mwandment which was ordained unto heed mom wnta death : 
did he therefore lay afide the Commandment ?- God for- 
bid : a Cempatbnons was Goodand Holy: how then 
came it to:paſs? He tells us, ver. 8., that ſir taking occa-. 
fron by the Commandment, wroug 


cupiſeence. And again verſc 11. Sin taking occaſion by the 
Commandment, x 2a him, and by it flew him. Thus, 
Beloved , you ſee 'twas not the: Commandment that 


PO- 
{tion 


ht in him-all manner of con-.. 
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Serm. I. the Biſhop of Hereford. 15 
fition to the common received Dodrine, and to affe&_ 
ſingularity and applauſe by teaching ſome+ new thing. 
Then they tumble over the Scripture [to find out Texts 
that carry ſome colour for it, as they fondly conceive 
and having found ſuch, they preſently blaze abroad their 
new Dodqrine, which the giddy unconſtant people, al- 
ways fond of newthings, preſently catch at and-follow. 
This -puffs up the Teachers and ſets them agog , and F 
makes them ready to ſuffer any thing in that behalf ; for 
- this increaſes the reputation of their Sanity, as ſuffer- 
ing impriſonment and the like for the truth; and at length 
by large Contributions, this comesto increaſe the wealth 
of their purſe alſo : and then there's no reducing them 
to obedience and- order. Now, as St. Pax{ ſaith, Tis 
not the Scripture which cauſeth all this, but fin : the 
Spiritual pride of their heart takes occaſion by the Scrip- 
ture to- work in them Diviſions and Herefies. And 
though the Scripture were wholly ſhut up from them; 
yet the ſame ſin, their Spiritual pride of heart, would 
cauſe the ſame Diviſions and Herefies. Do notwe ſee 
this-daily happen to them who rejed the Scripture? and 
7 walk by their new inward lights, which they pretend 
: God infuſes into them > This makes it moſt manifeſt 
that all our Diviſions, as St. Paxl faith, proceed from fin 
that is in us. And doth notSt. Jemwes agree with St. Pax! 
in this, when he ſaith, Froz whence come wars and fight- 
ings among you? come they not hence, even of your luſts 
that war in your members ? So, from whence come theſe 
Divilions and Contentions? come they not hence, even 
of their laſts that war in thetr Members. Now I be- 
feech you to conlider, were it rot.as ſenfleſs as wicked 
to ſhut up the Scripture, the word of life, from the 
whole Congregation of the faithful, becauſe the fin and 
7s] D 3 COr- 
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pon we wg 7 et tink death. But as py xi. 
faith, Vain man wonld be wiſe, though « man be born like « 
wild aſſes colt. Yea, he would be wiſer than God, who 
- wall foreſaw theſe Herefies and Diviſions, and forewarns 
us by St. Pal, 1 Cor. xi. 18, 8c.-not only that they 
would come, but alſo muſt come for the tryal of the E- 
le&. Our Saviour alſo tells us, that be cawe not to bring 
peace on carth but a ſword; to ſet @ man at variance 4- 
gainft his Father, and the Davghter againſt ber Mother, 
Matt. x. 34, &c. And doth vain man think by his wiſdom 
to fruſtrate the Divine Decree ; yea, to ſtop our Saviours 
mouth frompreaching the Goſpel, and Gy, I beſeech you, 
Sir, hold your peace, you ſet men at-variance, even Fa- 
ther and Son, Mother and Daughter one againſt another. 
What think 
rate finful Pe 
than to deſire 


2? Itis juſt the ſame, or indeed far worſe, 
A. pan Cntr g en A In ſhining on 


the earth, becauſe it cauſes evil weeds to grow up in evil 


[evo . Wherefore,my Beloved, Ibeſeech you let us hear- 
ento arte 1o 0191 rpg not to- "995 10 agen 


ple. ButIſhall ſbew you yet farther the IIS 


theſe pretending wife men. Is it not well k 


pncrdbde: Kabrinydd of antiquity than che evat dan- 
Tous {p cading Pets which need the Church fo 


ple, but rae adware 


men, Pri Honhagy . Monks and Abbots, and 
Si others famous for Tat as the Arian, the Ne 
Forian, the Extychia: 


42, Pre the Macedonian, the 


u, Beloved, were this wiſdom, or defpe- 
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Manichean Hereſies and ſeveral others, which have migh- 
thy diſturbed the Chriſtian Church in all Nations, Eaſt, 
eſt, North, and South. And then by the rule of our 


rare wiſe men, the Scripture muſt be ſhut up from theſe 


| alſo, Biſhops and Prieſts, as well as people, from all. 
Z - Scalit up andbury it ina Cave till the Refurrefion of the 


dead; and before that time all Religion may be dead and 
buried alſo; and in the mean time we way take the Alco- 
rar for our meditation, or Ovid de Faſtibws, and ſoall be- 
come Twrks or Heathens; and the Kingdom of Satan ſet 
upinſtead of the Kingdom of Chriſt. Satan himſelf could 
not have found out a better exploit to do his work. 
And really, my beloved, I muſt in all feriouſtiefs tell. 
you that the Chriſtian world was very far degenerated 
and declining into Heatheniſm by ſhutting .up the Scrip- 
tures in later Ages, before it pleaſed God in; his gteat 
mercy to [tir up Dr. Luther, Bucer,MelanG@hbon, Calvin, and 
ſeveral others to open again the Goſpel unto us,and by the 
light thereof to diſcover theHeatheniſh fuperſtitionsofthe 
Church of Rome,who had again revived many practices of 
old Pagan Rome: thePagaz had their purifying Waters cal- 
led Aque arr nap in imitation whereof the Papiſt; have 
their HolyWater to ſprinkle themſelves withal when they 
enter the Church. - So, inſtead of the Payer Veſtal Fires, 
the Papiftc have their lamps continually burning day and 
night before their Altars. The Pagers had their Tutelary 
gods as ProteQtors of this and that place: ſo havethe Pa- 


r France, St. James for Spein, St. Peter for Rome, St. 
George for England, St. Patrick for Ireland. The Pagans 
carried the aa their gods about in Proceſſion with 

at pomp, burning Incenſe and finging Hymns unto 
Gow : the Papifts dothe very ſame to the Idols of the 
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blefied Virgin and Saints, to the reproach rather than the 
honour of their memory, as if they had been Heathen, 
and not Chriſtian Saints, Many many more are their ſu- 
perſtitious fopperies, forſaking the body Chriſt, and fo]- 
low the infatuating ſhadows of humane inventions, Teach- 
ing for Do@rines the Commandments 4 men. God only 
knows what a Chaos of confufion we had been ſunk into 


before this, had not God ſtirred up thoſe Worthies | 
mentioned 3| when the Pope like a God upon earth, had 


uſurped that Anti-Chriſtian power as to thwart the com- 
mandments of God and Chriſt our bleſſed Saviour, as 1 
have already ſhewed you in many particulars. But there 


tone have not yet mentioned more remarkable and de- 


teſtable than any of thoſe, I mean the countermanding 


- that ſolemn and laſt command of our Lord and Saviour 


Jeſus, 'at his laſt ___ afterhe had inſtituted the bleſſed 

acrament of his body and blood to our endleſs comfort, 
and commanded his Apoſtles to do the ſame in remem- 
branceof him. |'And I pray you take notice of one cir-, 
cumſtance therein, whic 4 acre you have never yet 
obſerved, and 'tis this. Wh 


 exat command for it, ſaying, Drink ze all of this. As if 


he had faid, Beſure that every one of you partake of the 


. Cup; let no oneomit it, And why ſo particularly com- 


mand the Cup more than the Bread ? Truly with great 
reaſon, He: divinely foreſeeing the facrilegious diſmem- 
bringof this bleſſed ed Sacrament, which the Romrax Church 


. would make, indepriving the oye of the Cup. Where- 


asone would think this C of our dying Lord and 


Saviour for us ſhould of all other Commandsbemoſt ex- 
atly performed to a tittle in every point : Yetthe Pope, 


as 


, When our Saviour delivered the 
| Bread unto the Apoſtles, he ſaid, Teke, et this, and no 
. more: but when he delivered the Cup, he gave amore 
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as ungratefally as inſolently,preſumesto command to keep 
the Cup from the People. Who could have believed 
ſuch-an inſolency, had not the whole world ſcen it? By 
the fame rule he might, and perchance before this time 
C had not his high preſuming power met with ſuch oppo- 
ſition in Germany) would have taken away the Bread al- 


ſo, and made the People only gazers on, and admirers of - 


the great dignity of the Prieſts, whoalone were admitted 
_ tothat Holy Supper: for ſo it is among thera now for the 
moſt part, the Prieſt ſaying Maſs every day, but the com- 
mon people generally receive the blefied-Sacrament but 
once or twice a-year. Now had the Pope taken away 
the Bread alfo, he might have given the very ſame rea- 
ſon for that as he doth for taking away the Clip. They 
give two reaſons: Firſt, becauſe it may happen that in 
delivering the Cup to many people, the Wine, 'which 
they callthe Blood, may be ſpilt : Why ſo? in giving the 
- Bread ſome crums may fall, and they affirm that Chriſts 
body 1s entirely contained in the leaſt crum. 'Second- 
ly, They fay, the People have the Blood of Chriſt in his 
Body, when they receive that, and therefore they need 
it not again in the Cup. Though 'tis apparent in Scrip- 
ture that our Saviour gave it in the Cup apart, to ſignifie 
his bloodſhedding from his body, ſaying, This is my blood 
which was ſhed.” But tis no matter what our Saviour ſaid, 
the Pope ſays otherwiſe, and we muſt hearken to him ; 


he ſays tis ſufficient for the People to recerve the Blood itt”. 
his Body.. And fo ſhould he ſay thatheis the Head of the 


Church,and if he alone receive the Bread and Cup,and no 
other, neither People nor Prieſt receive either, tis ſufft- 
cient, if the Head receive them; the Head ſtands for the 
whole Body : the Pope guided by the Holy Ghoſt ſays fo, 
and then who gares ſay otherwiſe ? And thus you fee, 
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that if we once let go the Scripture, farewell all Religi- 
on; all-thecommands of God are to ſmall purpoſe: what 
the Pope ſays muſtbea Law. Good Lord deliver us. 

_ The time is welnigh paſt and I muſt haſten to an end. 
Wherefore I ſhall now add only a ſhort reflection on 
what hath been ſaid, with a word of Exhortation in the 
cloſe: You have heard Gods Command to the People of 
Ijrael concerning the Old Law, That all fbonldread it, teach 


14 their Children, write it on the doors and poſts of their | 


dwellings, diſcourſe. of it in their Houſes, by the way, and in 
' the field, rap pg heard alſo Gods Command to th 
Prophets, To go toall the houſe of I{racl, to all the people, ard 
cry aloud to them all the day long. You have heard our 
Saviours @mmand to the Apoſtles, To go and Preach the 
Goſpel to all Nations, to every creature. You have heard 
how the Apoſtles, guided by the Holy Ghoſt, directed 
their Epiſtles To a the Faithfrl, to all the Saints. You have 
heard Saint Pax! ſtritly command his Epiltles to be read 
taall the holy Brethren. And now ſhall any man be fo inſo- 
_ lently, fo deſperately wicked, as to dare to controul the 
Command of God, fo often reiterated; and countermand 
the Scriptures to be ſhut up from the People 2 Man a 
worm of the Earth thus to oppoſe his Creator ! Nay my 
beloved, hearken yet- farther : The Romaniſts declare it 
to be afin for the people to read the Scripture. And you 
know the wages of finis death, eternal death : fo then the 
Romaniſts declareit to be Eternal Death for the people to 
read the words of Eternal Life. Stand amazed, O ye Hea- 
vens at this! Jt thisbe nottranſcendent madneſs and tran- 
ſcendent wickedneſs'too, tell me what is? To fay the 
_ Sun1s darknels, is ten times more tolerable than to ſay the 
word of Eternal Life is Eternal Death to him that reads ir. 
But now, I beſcech you, . mark what a ridiculous Salvo 
he | | they 
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they bring for this their horrid wickedneſs. O ſay they, 
but you may have leave of your Confeffor to read the 
Scripture, it he find you fit for it 3 that'ts, if he find you a 
dull tame Aſs ready to bear all the burthen of his impoſed 
Superſtitions, and zealouſ]y embrace them; then per- 
chance you may baveleave, asI faid, of your Confeſſor to 
read the Scriptures, and then 'tis no fin. Your Confeſſor 
your Confounder ! thus infolently to nfurp over your 
Chriſtian Liberty. You that are called to the glorious 
liberty of the Children of God, and have heard God the 
Father ſpeaking unto you in the Law, God the Son 
ſpeaking toyoun the Goſpel, God the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak- 
ing to you in the Apoſtles three Perſons one Almighty 
Godcommanding you to read the Scriptures, and teach 
them-your Children: muſt you now ask a filly blind 
” worm of the Earthleave to read them? Can you ever 
” Aſufferyourſclvesthus to be blindfolded, fettered, and en- 
” flavedundex Popiſh Tyranny > Thus to be deprived of 
= the Goſpel, tbe Word of Life, the Power of God wnto Salva- 
tzon? No Beloved, Ay will never be fo infatuated 
* by deluding words, nor ſo terrified with any threatning 
> powers upon Earth or under the Earth, as to quit thrs 
Heavenly Food. of your Souls Mar koeth rot by bread 
* oxly, but by every word that proceedeth ont of the month o 
* Cod: Earthly Foodentreth into the belly and fo p 
* gut into thedraught : but this Heavenly Food the Word 
* ._ of God abideth for ever, and fball nouriſh up our Souls 
* unto Everlaſting Life. This ought to beour daily bread ; 
| herein we ſhould: read and nieditate day and mght, an 
ſay with David, I have more delight in il, Commandments 
than in thouſands of gold and ſilver. For here we find a 
: Heavenly Treaſure for our Souls : here we learn all 
| things profitable for our Salvation : 'this ts the _ 
3 | \E-2 WH 
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hich teaches Prieſts that bleſſed work of | gaining - Souls 
_ unto Chriſt by ſound Dodrine and godly y Example, which 
will make 7 Eulas ſhine in this World as Starsin the Firma- 
ment.:. Let your Light ſo ftine. This is the Book that 
teaches Princesand all Ma iſtrates their duty to God for 
the People, to adminiſter juſtice with uprightnefs,to ſhew 
mercy with prudence, to ſubdue the rebellious, to prore&t 
the opp eſled: | nn: will make them feared, loved, and 
even adored as Gods upon Earth. T ſaidye are Gods, this 
Book. will teachthe oPropls their duty and piety towards 
God, their duty and loyalty to their Sovereign, reverence 
to all in Authority, love and peace with their felow Sub- 
jedts. Here great ones learn bumulity, rich mencharity, 
_ poor tern, the oppreſled patience, the afflicted 
comfort; it worketh all in «1 to Gdds glory and our own 


coo oy wgb : Happy are the people that are in ſuch 4 


Cong bh Holy Law; for their inſtr "things 
as 6 wehave: other. Books may be helps-to Devotion and 
give us ſome. inſtruction be life ; bw all come much 
{horr of this Holy Book. Whenyou would have a Free 
thrive and bear fruit, you dig about it, you manure it 
with. ſoil and water it; all the + are good helps, yet all 
theſe without Sun-ſhine upon it effect little 3) 'tis the Sun 
that fetches.up the ſap; cauſes itto-budd, bloſſom, and 
bear fruit. Ando 'tis > Slat Sun of Rightcoulheſs who 


there > Erb (2 and ſends: the powerful -raies of his 


our: hearts; righechat worketh in us; and cau- 
us g forth fruit. The Lew of the Lord as David 
Gi convertet the Sol: itdothnotonl y inſtru the Soul 
asother Books, but. alſo converts the Sonl, gives lifeunto 
Souls dead in fin, for - tis the word of life, the power of God 


kd bethe infinite geodneſs and 
: ; _—y mercy 


d are the people who have the god or their 
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mercy of God, who ſo freely imparts this Heavenly Bleſ- 

to us all. Come, come hither all ye that burger and 
thirſt ofter Righteouſneſs, eome Clergy, come Laity, come | 
Male and Female, come Old and Young, comeRich and, 
Poor 3. come and ye hall all beſatisfied ; Come buy with- 
ont meney and without price, for our Godis a moſt gracious 
God, he will not ſend any one away empty, no but giveth 
liberally toall men. And to this our moſt gracious God 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all honour and praiſe, majeſty. 
and glory now and for ever. Amen. .. --- 


The Second 


mz WC. 
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Search the S, criptures, for m them ye think 
Ye have Eternal Life. SP jars: 


H E. former part of this Text, Search 
the Scriptures, I have ng treated 
k, Of, ſhewing you that this Command 
y of our Saviour belongs to all conditi- - - 
2 ons of men and women ; and that 'tis 
g not only lawful, but pious alfo and 
profitable for all to read the Scri- 
| - ptures, and fo teach them their Chil- - 
dren, that from their very infancy they may fuck in the 
ſincere milk of the Word, that they may grow thereby: . 
And this I proved unto you by the whole current of the 
Bible, both Old and New Teſtament : And therefore it is 
a ſtrange preſumption, very fooliſh and very impious, for 
vain man born ignorant as the wild Aſſes Colt, to pretend 
to give reaſons for ſhutting up the Scripture from 
the People, God having ſo expreſly and ſo often com- 


manded all to read the Scriptures. © And conſequently tis 
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a blaſphemous ſpeech to ſay, that the pornlg reading the 
Scripture cauſeth themto fall into.ſchilms and hereſies, for 
it caſts a reproach upon Geds Command, making him the 

Author of Sin. But now put the caſe that the peoples 

. reading of Scripture were the reaþcaliſe of their falling 

into Schiſmsand Errors (which G od forbid we ſhould fay 
in earneſt) butonly let us ſuppoſeit, and then conſider, 
whether or no it be not far worſe with them that ſhut up 
the Scripture from the people, than with us that let them 
read it. 'For firſt, none of our'SeCtaries that depend on 
Scripture fall into fuch damnable Errors as the Papiſts 


Idolatrous worſhip, and diſmembring the bleſſed Sacra- | 


| ment, and ſome others. + Secondly, we have but few in 
corners here and there run into Errors, not one of a hun- 
red, 'or ſcarce of a thouſand: whereas their whole 
Church fromthe loweſttothe very higheſt,People, Prieſts, 
Biſhops, Arehbiſhops, Pope and all, as it was with the Jews 
in their fits of Idolatry, all run into the fame : Nay 'ris 
worle with theſe than with the Jews, for theſe have not 


« recovered.themſclycs out of their Errors many hundred: 


years together, but moſt obſtinately perfiſt in them, not- 
_  Withſtanding the many learned Proteſtant Writers that 
have ſo palpably diſcoyered them : yet like Demetrizs the 
theSilver-Smith. with his Crafts-men, ſo the Pope and his 


adherents animate one another, ſaying their Craft will | 


be in danger to be ſet at nought; their Idol-Temples 
would be deſpiſed, and their wealth and magnificence 
utterly deſtroyed. And-thus, Beloved, you ſee the miſer- 

_ able and deſperate; condition of thele poor blinded and 
fettered Chriſtians :-the Pope hath got them faſt within 
his enchanted Chain, and 'tis his intereſt neverto let them 
go; andall this by ſhutting up the Scripture. Lord have 
mercy upon them, and fend them the light of his Holy 
T7” FJ ; 7 "1" DGotpel 
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Goſpel to ſhine amongſt them. Amex. So much for the 
frlt part of my Text, Chriſt's Command to ſearch the Scri- 
tures. 
n Now we come to the ſecond part, the reaſon of the 
Command, For in them ye have Eternal Life : a moſt 
weighty reaſon; there cannot bea greater than the gain- 
ing of Eternal Life. We all find by experience in our 
ſelvesthe truth of that ſaying, Job 11. 4. Skir for skin, yee 
| all that a man hath will he give for his Life. For which 
there is great reaſon according to nature, for all that a 
man hath affords him no. content or comfort in death, 
which takes away the ſenſe. of all things : If therefore 
life be ſo dear unto us, becauſe it gives us a capaGity to, 
enjoy theſe poor earthly delights that have ſo great and” 
drofly an alloy of intermingled cares and troubles which 
alwaies attend them : or if it were poſſible to enjoy them 


with more eaſe and tranquillity, yet are they but momen- 
tary: ſurely then Eternal Life, which alwaies brings with 


it the enjoyment of heavenly pleaſures, free from all ſo- 
licitouscare and fear, and full of all imaginable delight, 
yea far beyond all that our narrow brain can now imagin 
or eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nerther have entred into 
the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him. And this unconceivable delight _— to: 


continue beyond -Methwſelem's Age, or the Age of the 
whole world, to have an eternal duration for ever and 
. ever; I. pray.yau then conſider at how high a value we 
ſhould eſteem the means whereby weare to attain ſuch an 

excelbhve weight of glory. - REAL PKSd | 
For the preſent then, my buſineſs muſt be to ſhew you 
that the: Holy Scriptures contain in. them compleatly 
without any additional requiſite, the means: to attain 
Eternal Life: and then doubtleſs there will need ſmall 
"1H Þ exhorta- 
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exhortation to. move- you to put a high valne on them. 
Let us then fall immediately. on 'this bulineſs : Search the 
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have Eternal Life. 
Though 1 doubt not to make out this matter abſolutely 
clear unto you, yet I fear ſome ou, ame may ſtag- 
2er alittle at one word in my Text, and may erroneouſly 
as that it gives great: cauſe of doubt, and that is the 
word Think, ye think ye have Eternal Life. Our Saviour 
doth direRly ſay that inthe Scriptures we have. Eternal 
\ Life, but only tells'the Jews that _oy thought they had 
in them-Eternal Life: and perchance they thought amife, 
Who can tell? Who can tell ? certainly hecould tell who 
gave. them this counſel. to. ſearch the Scriptures; which 
you may be ſure he would never have done, did not the 
Scriptures contain in them Eternal Eife : if not, it had 
been a vain thing to {earch the. Scriptures for it, and our 
Saviours Advice had been vain; which God forbid we 
ſhould ſay or think : wherefore we may affuredly conclude 
that our Saviour who adviſed the Jews to ſearch the Scri- 
ptures, he both could telland would have told them, had 
they thought amiſs: for he came down-from Heaven for 
thus very end, namely to. teach them and. us the way to 
Eternal Life; and therefore ſaysofhimſelf, Fam the Way, 


 axditbe Truth, and the Life : I cameto teach this unto you 


ant} all the world. And as St. Pax/ declares, AZ xiii. he 
came to teach firſt- the Jews, verſe 26. To yow is the word 
of Salvation ſext. - And again, verſe 46.. It wes neceſſary 
that the Word of Gad fhonld firſt have been five to you. 

y to-th _ and 


And. our Saviour himſelf preached only tc 

i their fight he wrought all his Miracles. All which makes 

tmolt evident that he uſed all means poſſible to-inform 

them aright in the way to-Eternal Life : who-then can 
 doubthut that if the Jews had been miſtaken matheir opi- 
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nion of the Scriptures, our Saviour would moſt readily 
have corrected theirerror. So that this manner of ſpeak» 
ing in our Saviour, Iz thezs ye think ye have Eternal Life, 
1s far from intimating any doubt in this matter; 'tis ra- 
ther a fuller conviction of the Jews: tis a way of arguing 
which the School-men call Argumentum ad hominem ; 
which is the ſhorteſt and plaineſt way to confute another : 
You think, you your ſelves confeſs that the Scriptures 
contain Eternal Life in them 3 this is a truth you cannot 
deny. And our Saviour Lzk. x. 25, 26, 27, 28. fully 
declares this to be his ſence likewiſe, where being asked 
by a Lawyer of the Jews, Mafter, what ſhall T doto inhe- 
rit Eternal Life He ſaid unto him, Whats written in the 
ray how readeſt thow ? And he anſwering, ſaid, Thox 
«/t love the Lord t «sf with all thy heart , and with all 
oy for and with rength, old with al thy mind ; 
þ reghtr thy a f And he ſaid unto hin, 'Thox 
haſt anſwered right : 0, and thou ſhalt live. Hereyou 
{ce our Sovicine diredts him for he gaining of Eternal 
Life to look into the Law : and when the Lawyer had 
declared what was written in the Law, .our Saviour pre 
ently concludes, Thisdo, and thou ſhalt live; thou haft 
no need to be inſtructed farther; the Law fully declares - 
what thouart todo for the gaining of Eternal Life. And 
this Evangeliſt, St. Johre, who wrote my Text, tells us 
toward the end of his Goſpel, that he omitted to write 
many things of our Saviour, But theſe were writttn that 
we might believe, and believing that we might have 
Nome if we can have life by believing theſe rt it fol- 
lows moſt evidently that t ereisno neceſiity of heving 
ather things. 
If you anſwer, That the belief of other things may 
prave great helps to. —_ Lite 3 and who would nor 
2 be 
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be glad to bave all the helps he. can to obtain Eternal 
Life. To this I reply 3 That the belief of other things 
may prove hinderances, for ought we know, and not 
helps. Were it not then molt deſperate folly for me to 
venture upon other things which may prove hinderances 
to my Salvation, when God tells me that he hath reveal- 


ed unto me by his holy Prophets, Apoſtles, and by his. 


own Son all things neceſlary to Salvation 2 Was not this 
the buſineſs for which our Saviour came into the world, 
as I faid before, to teach us the way to Eternal Life ? 
And when vur Saviour went out of the world, he left 
his Apoſtles to finiſh the work he had begun, promiſing 
them, that he would ſend them the Holy Ghoſt, who ſhould 
lead them into all truth. And asthe Apoſtles received the 
knowledg of all truth, ſothey faithfully delivered it too- 
thers: for ſo St. Pawl, Acts xx. afſuresthe Elders of Ephe- 
ſas,” whom be ſent for to Mzletus, That 'he had declared 
wnto them the whole connſel of God, and that be had not 
kept back any thing that was profitable to them, verl. 20. 
Mark, I beſeech you, he declares not only neceſfar 
things, but all things profitable, all; kept nothing back 
that was ents  Doth not this, I pray you, fully 
confirm what I faid, That the belief of any thing more 
than what' is declared in Scripture may prove rather a 
hinderance than a help to Salvation? Nay, 'tis not only 
may be, but probably, if not certainly will-be a hinde- 
rance and nota help, fince the Apoſtle aſſures us that he 
declared all things-profitable, that is, all-rhings helpful. 
And doth not St. Peter, 2 Epiſt..8. and following verſes 
diſcourſe to this purpoſe ? For there he tells them that 
i doing thoſe things which he had taught them, 2hey 
ſhould make their calling and thiliperfits aud that thereby ar 
entrance ſbauld be miniftred unto then abundantly, Were 
6B | ; It 
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it not then as ſenſleſs as dangerous to venture on any 
other means, or helps ( as they call them ) than what 
the Scripture ſhews for, our Salvation 3 for 1t we follow 
that, it makes-our Salvation abundantly ſure. 

But, ſay the Romariſts, all that the Apoſtles declared 
was not committed to- writing, but ſome by word of 
mouth, and ſo paſled by tradition from hand to hand : 
and for this they bring us a Scripture, 2 The. it. 15. My 
Brethren, land fff and hold the traditions which ye have 

| betm taught, whether by word or our Epifile. From whence 


* 
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ſay they, *tis evident, that all things the Apoſtles raughr 
for mans Salvation were not delivered in gs but 
ſome by tradition from word of mouth. - The anſwer to 
this is very eaſie : for though St. Pax! did not teach the - 
Theſſalonians all things by writing, but ſome by word of 
mouth, yet it doth not follow but that his Epiſtles tgthe 
Theſſalonians, with other his Epiſtles, as alſo the Epiltles 


of the other Apoſtles, the Ads, the Goſpels, all toge- 
ther did contain in them all things neceffary, and profita- 
ble alſo, to Eternal Life. For this reaſon St. Pau! com- 
manded his Epiſtles written to one Church to be read to- 
other Churches, as I formerly ſhewed you, And fo 
St. Peter in his Epiſtles commends to the people hkewiſe 
» the Epiſtles of his beloved Brother Pax. And therefore 
 Idid notfay that any one Epiſtle, two, or three did con- 
tain all things mating to Eternal Life, Nor did our- 
Saviour tell the' Fews that in any one or more Prophets: 
they had Eternal Life; bur in the Scriptures they had 
Eternal Life: in Moſes, Pſalms, Proverbs, Prophets; in 
the whole Scripture. * And if the Old: Teſtament were 
ſo perfe& and ſo glorious, as to contain in it all things. 
neceflary to Eternal Life, which glory was to be done away, 
as St. Paxl faith : ſhall not the New Teſtament, the Miz3- 
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ration of the Spirit be wnch more gloriow and porfed 2 
one Vi. 5 8. Would Go be leſs careful of his Church 
eſtabliſh'd by his own Son in Perſon, ' which was to re- 
main to the end of the world, than of that erected by 
Moſes his Servant, which was but a ſhadow of that to 
come? Can any man be ſo ſimple as to think this, though 
perchance ſo perverſe as to affirm it? This and ſuch like 
things they may whiſper in a corner to filly women, or 
men. as ſilly : but certainly none can have the face to ay 
this to any man_of underſtanding, 'tis ſo abſurd, and fo 
fully confuted by.St. Paxl, not only in the places before 
nd, butalſoin 2 = itt. 16, 17: mn _ him that 

Scripture is given by inſpiration from God, and is profi- 
table for dorine, for 9. wh for Carr for LE 
in righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be perfed, through- 
2 was 6p wyto aff good works. Obſerve, I beſeech you, 

hat the wan of God may be = open Do- 
arine , in faith, ith, in works, 1n things. ! my 
beloved, God A and you the perieſtion of Scri- 
pture, the Do@rine and Works there taught, and let 
the Papiſfts follow their Doarines of men, their perfeCti- 
on, their works of merit, yea, and of fupererogation too. 
Whereas welearn from Scripture, that when we hve doxe 
all we can, we ave wa 4 
of men teach them, that their great Saints Bennet, Fran- 
cis, Dominich, Jenatizvs, and many hundreds more are 
_ ſuch profitable Servants, and have done ſuch mighty 
works of perfeQion, as not only to merit Heaven for 


k 


themſelves, but alſo to gain Heaven for others by their 
| ſuperabundant merits; which the Pope hath power when 
he pleaſcs, to apply to Souls ſcorching in Purgatory, 
and diſmiſs them away preſently to Heaven. (Sure a hard 
hearted cruclman that willlet any lie long in thoſe raging 
| mes, 


fiteble Servants : but their DofQrrines 
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fames, if he have power to releaſe them. ) Who can but 
itty thoſe ou filly Souls that are led 1nto everlaſting 
Homes by theſe ſeducing Teachers, fo flatly contrary to 
the Scriptures cited now, and others, That no man may 
deliver his brother, or make agreement wnto God for him: 
For it coſt more to redeem their Souls; it coſt the blood 
and death of our Saviour Jeſus. For our fins being treſ- 
paſſes againſt the infinite majeſty of God, none but our 
Saviour who is alſo of an infinite Majeſty, both God and 
man could make a juſt ſatisfaQion for them; - Had a thon- 
ſand Bexnets, Dominicks, &c. and ten thouſand thouſands 
more been ſacrificed on Croſſes, all had beenin vain, we 
ſhould all lie for ever in everlaſting flames. Theſe Scrip- 
' tures are ſhut up from the eyes of poor blind-folded Pa- 
pifts, But, Bleſſed are your eyes, for they ſee; and your 
ears, for they bear, Matt. xiii. 16. Your eyes, and your 
ears, ſee, read, and hear theſe Scriptures daily preached 
unto you. Hold faſt theſe, the words of Eternal Life, 
which alone will make you wite unto Salvation, and 
throughly furniſh you unto all good works, make you 
macldes wicking any Doctrines of men, as you ſhall hear 
more particularly by and by. , 
What then? muſt we hay afide all the Writings of the 
Holy Fathers and -Dodtors of the Church, even in the 
pow times? by no means : for they may be very help- 
| to us in expounding obſcure places of Scri ; for 
which ſeveral forts of learning are very uſeful. Firſt, 
The perfect underſtanding of the Original Languages 
in which the Scriptures were written, as the Hebrew, the 
Syriac , the Greek Languages. Now many of the Pri- 
* mitive Fathers wereeither born, or much educated when 
* thoſe Languagcs were naturally ſpoken; and thereby 
> could much better judg of: the propriety and full ſignift- 
| cation. 
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cation -of many words which we are much to ſeek in: 
- and each Country Language hath ſeveral proverbial ſay- 
ings and antient forms of ſpeech, which in proceſs of 
time grow out of uſe and very hard to be underſtood: 2 
we ſee that very few now are ableto underſtand old Chan- 4 
| _ eers Language, Engliſh being very much altered ſince. 
Secondly, Hiſtory and Geography are very neceſfary for RJ 
| . the underſtanding of ſeveral paſſages in Scripture. And F 
: certainly thoſe Primitive Fathers livingnear the times and 
places when and where our Saviour and the Apoſtles 
taught and ated, may be able to inform us of ſeveral cir- 
cum(tances, and giveusgreat light in many perages which 
otherwiſe we couldnot well underſtand. Thirdly, Where 
a paſſage of Scripture may have ſeveral ſignifications, and 
 - , thereby make it doubtful whatis the more proper mean- 
Ingof it there, thoſe Primitive Fathers can beſt tell us in 
| what ſence it was received in the Primitive Church. 
| | And ſurely in doubtful places every modeſt man will 
think it fit to- incline to thoſe Primitive Godly men, 
- whoſe nearneſs to the Apoſtles gave them great opportu- 
nities of knowing the true ſence; and whoſe godly hves 
give us great aſſurance of their fidelity in delivering un- EZ 
| to us what they received from their godly Fore-fathers ; I 
| ſome the very Diſciples of the Apoltles. Several other Z 
| reaſons might be added for our regard and reverence to 7 
E _ thefe Primitive Fathers in their Expoſitions of the dark 2 
or doubtful places of Scripture, Yet humbly conceive, 3 
nothing of all this is neceſſzry to underſtand thoſe mat- 2 
ters of taith which areneceſlary to Salvation, as, that God 
created and governs the world, or the incarnation, death, L. 
and reſurrection. of Chriſt. Theſe and ſuch neceſſary E 
things are ſo plainly ſet downin Scripture, as that menof C 
ordinary capacity may underſtand them without any Com- #3 
ment of the Fathers, | |- But 
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35 
' But what if any one or more very learned and very 
dly Fathers, even ſuch as laid down their lives for the 


faithz what if they teach me a Dotrine, in which'the 


Scripture is wholly ſilent ? Ought I not to believe in 
them? To this I ſhall give you an anſiver from Tertal/iar 
one of the firſt Chriſtian Writers, who lived in the ſecond 
Century about a hundred and fifty years after Chrilts 
Aſcenſion; He tells us in his Preſcriptions againſt Hereſies, 
that this was the rule among Chriſtians, - T hat they were 


| Not to believe any thing, but that which Chriſt and his A- 


{tles had delivered unto them in the Scripture. Hoe pri- 


hs credimas, non efſe quod ultra credere debemws. And a little 


after ſets down a Creed, which very little varies from that 


which we have among(t us, called the Apoſtles Creed : 


This, faith he, is our rule of faith,; and we believe Nzbil 
eſſe ultra quod credere debemws, That there is nothing more 
for us to believe : for this rule here ſet down is a com- 
pendium of all. Ido not cite this out of Tertullian, as if 
I would prefcribe unto you from him what you are to be- 
lieve by his Authority : for he doth norttell us this as his 


. own opinion, but only relates what was the belief and 


practice of the Church in his Primitive days, who was ſo 
near after Chriſt. And this Tertal/ian is generally believ- 
ed by the Learned to be as faithful a relateras any antient 
Writer whatſoever. And he was of {o great a credit 
with that learned and godly Father and Martyr of the 
Church St. Cyprian ( who lived not many years after Ter- 
tul/ian ) that he always called him Maſter; and daily: 
read his Works, - calling to his Servant, Da: Magiftrutz. 
Give me my Maſters Book to read. Which ſhews he was 
of great credit. But Tertz{zar after the diſcourſe Inow 
mentioned out of him, confirms what he had faid by: 
Scripture Authority ( which is of far more weight than 
| yy G Ter- 
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Tertellian and St. Cyprian both ) citing that place of 
St. Payl to the Galatians, Chap. 1. verſ. 8. Though we, or 
an Angel from Heaven, preach any other Goſpel nnto you, 
than that which we have preached, let hins be accurſed. Now 
you muſt know that the Original Greek, from whence our 
Goſpel is tranſlated, hath this more effteCtual to our pur- 
poſe,Hzp' s cunyyraioniuege : Which more exactly in Emgliſb 


1s rendred thus : If any man preach unto: you any thing 


beſides what we have preached : he doth not ſay, contrary 
to what we have preached, but beſides, Which is the fame 
in effec as to ſay, any thing more. And Arias Monta- 
2x5, a learned Papiſt in the Univerſity of Sevil in Sparx, 
who tranſlated the Greek new Teſtament word for word, 
ſets it down juſt as T have done unto you : Preter quod 
evancelizavimus ; Beſides what we have preached. St. Paul 
meane, If they (ball preach any more as neceffary to Sal- 
vation: forthisis to make the Word of God of noefiect, 
he having m his Holy Word given us a rule of Faith for 
our Salvation: and then for any one to ſay you mult be- 
lieve more, isin effec to ſay, Gods Word is not ſufficient. 
' This is an accurſed ſaying, according to St. Paxl. :Now, 
if neither St. Paul, nor an Angel from Heaven had' any 
Commiſion to preach any thing beſides what is already 
ſet down in the Sctiptute, certainly we may ſhut up-our 
ears to any one, or to all the DoQtors of the Church 
preaching unto us any thing more than what is there con- 
tained. As for Example, It they ſhall preach, *"tisnecefla- 
ry war” & gu Pope, to benrne Purgatory, or the like 
things which are not expreffed in Scriptures; let them be 
nechried hs Bf: Pan? Ednh, | 9 Vo 


A ſecond Queſtion may be, what you are to do when. 


any Father or Fathers expound a place of Scripture con- 
traty to what you believe is the plain meaning of that 
* bal {i 5 place. 
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place.. Muſt you quit your own judgment and believ© 
0 them? This is juſt like the Prophet whom God ſent to 
Bethel with an expreſs command not to eat bread there : 
he hearkened afterward to the old lying Prophet, who 
pretending to have received a contrary meſſage from 
God dilſuaded him from what God had commanded, for 
which he was (lain by a Lion in his return. And furely 
all men have great reaſon to expet the like recompence 
for their diſobedience, who forſake that which they veri- 
| ly believe is Gods Command, and hearken to the Do- 
- Grins of men. To this my Anfiver, I ſhall give you 
another from a perſonof great Authority, St. Auſtin, a 
moſt eminent DoQor of the Church. In one of his E- 
iſtles to St. Jerome he givesa clear judgment in this caſe. 
irſt, Hetells us that when he reads the Holy Scriptures, 
he entirely (ubmits his _— —_— to them and abſo- 
lutely believes every thing there. to be true, meerly be- 
cauſe it is contained there : Gods Word is truth, it can. 
not be otherwiſe; therefore whether he underſtands it or 
no, yet ſtill he believes it truth. Butas for all other Wri- 
ters, he ſaith, Alios autem ita lego, ut quantalibet ſanditate 
doGrindq; prepolleant, non ideo verum putem, quia ita ipfi 
ſenſerint, ſed quis wibi wel per illos autores canonicos, vel 
probabili ratione quod 4 vero non abhorreant, perſyadere po- 
txorint : Other Writers T fo read, as that be they ever ſo 
Holy, ever ſo Learned, I do not therefore believe their 
opinion to be true, becauſe they thought ſo, but fo far on-. 
ly as they prove it true by .Canonical Scripture, or by 
uch, reaſons as ſeem not to be contrary to the truth : And 
then tells 'St. Ferome that he doubts not but he is of the 
ſamemind. And as for my part, I am fully of Saint Aw- 
ftins mind, and farther; think it to be great impiety tobe 
of- another mind : which 1 ſhall ſhew you by a familiar 
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example. Put the caſe an authentic Book of the Laws of 
England, confirmed by ACt of Parliament, tells us, There 
1s oneKing of England, namely, Charles the Second, and 
that-we muſt all obey him : | who would not from hence 
undoubtedly conclude, there is but one King, Charles the 
Second, whom we ought to'obey ? Bur now come two 
orthree eſteemed great Dotors of the Law, and tells us 
we are quite miſtaken mn the meaning of the Law, which 
though it tells us there is one King, yer from hence it 
doth not follow but that there may be more than one; 
and we aflure you there arc a hundred Kings whom we 
ought toobey- Werenot this very abſurd and contrary 
to all reaſon, :that the Law ſhould formally declare unto 
us there is one King, if there were a hundred, or twenty, 
or two? yet forſooth we muſt quit our reaſon, and be- 
lieve theſe Lawyers there are a hundred. - Were not this 
direaly to beheve theſe Lawyers rather than the Law ? 
Juſt fo, the Scripture, the Word of God, tells us, There 
_ + one Mediator between God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
and that we ought to preſent our ſupplications to God 
by him : from whence we undoubtedly conclude accor- 
ding to reaſon, that there is but one Mediator. Bur we 
meet with ſome great-DoCtors of the Church who tell us, 
we are quite miſtaken; for though the Scripture name 
. one, yet notwithſtanding there are a thouſand Mediators, 
Saints and Angels, by whom we ought to preſent our ſup- 
plications, | but. ſhew us no other Scriptureto make this 
200d, yet require us to believe it meerly, becaufe th 
tell us 


0; Were not this to forſake Gods Word and 4 

leve 1n man rather than in 

Tight Idolatry. þ = 
For the better underſtanding this my aſſertion, 1 muſt 

thew you what Faith is Divine and Human. Diviae faith 
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God? which, I ſay, is down- 
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+ the gift of God, faith St..Paxl, Eph. ii. 8. a grace in- 


fuſed into our minds by God, whereby we believe his 
holy Word to be ſo true as that tis impoſſible it ſhould 


be otherwiſe: and thoughit ſeem contrary to our reaſon, 


t it captivates our underſtanding in obedience to the 


e 
Hich, and makes us believe it meerly becauſe God faid it. 


Human faith is when we believe ypon the Authority of 
another man who tells us ſuch a thing, becauſe we believe 
him an underſtanding and honeſt man; he willnoteafily 
be miſtaken or deluded, nor will he tell a lie. \Yet we 
know the wiſeſt may be deceived, and the trueſt ma: 
tell a lie. So thatall Human belief ſtill ſuppoſes a poſit- 
bility at leaſt that it' may not be true. - Herein then lies 
the Aeree between Divine faith and Humane, That 
there is no poſhbility of untruth in Divine faith. There- 
fore we ſay that we believe i God: we entirely ſubmit 
and captivate our underſtanding to Gods Word ; he is 
truth it ſel But when weſpeak of man, we ſay that we 
believe man, not that webelievein man: for this implies 


an impoſhbility of untruth in that man, and we undoub- 


tedly believe the thing meerly becauſe he ſpake it. Such 
a belief is due only unto God, and is called Divine Faith, 
and is a ſupernatural gift of God'unto us. There is no 
ſuch thing in nature; the natural man recejveth not the 
things of God, neither cax be know them, becauſe they are ſpi- 
ritzally diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 1-14 
Having thus informed you what Divine and Humane 
Faith ts: I come now to the buſineſs of Idolatry. I fay 
then, To believe in man, that is, to believe any thing to 
be infalhbly true,meerly becaule ſuch a man ſaid it,and to 
venture your Salvation on it, is directly Idolatry, yea, 
though an Rage ſaid it. For in ſo- believing in man or 
Angel you make him God 3; I mean, you worſhip him as 
G 3 | God: 


: | I 
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God: Yea, -it is the greateſt Idolatry you can perform ; 
for you give him the. principal and greateſt worſhip of 
God, To offer incenſe, toſacrifice Ramsand Bulls is no- 
thing to this Idolatry: nay, to-ſacrifice your own body to 
man 1s much inferior to it, | for 'tis but ſacrificing ſo much 
. dirt, One Soul is worth a hundred bodiesof beaſts or 
men : and therefore to _ ay) Soul, Ng your rea- 
ſon, the principal higheſt faculty of your Soul, to capti- 
vate _ eros m obedience to faith in man, is 
the higheſt a& of Divine Worſhip 3 and conſequently to 
give thisto man, is moſt abominable Idolatry. And con- 
trariwiſe,' to worſhip God with our Soul, ;and captivate 


our underſtanding m obedience to faith in him is the moſt 
acceptable-ſervice we- can poſſibly perform: this 1s the 
juſtifying a&, the ſaving grace : this alohe acquires Hea- 
ven} and without this thewhole world cannot purchaſe 
it : Without this faith 'tis impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi.6. 
and with this Abraham (o pleaſed God, as that God there- 
upon promiſed to zxltiply his ſeed as the ftars of Heaven, 


and as the ſand which is upon the ſea ſhore; and that all the 


nations of the world ſhould be bleſſed in hin, Gen. xxii. 17, 
28. IThopeyouarenowfully ſatisfied, that to believe in 
any man, ever ſo learned, ever ſoholy, is great Idolatry ; 
_ for therein you makehimGod. God hath three peculiar 
- Attributes, Unxs, Ferws, Bonwsz, God is one, is 
true, God is good. Our Saviour queſtioned that man 


that called him good, Why' calleſs thou me good | there is 


none good,” but one, that is God, Mark x. 17,18. As if he® 
had ſaid, Why calleſt thou me good? doſt thou believe 
me to be God? otherwiſe\thou oughteſt not to call me 
good. So we may lay, Why call you this man true ? 
Do you beheve him God? for there. is none true but 
God: no man pertealy true, '{o trace, but he may be 

| F817 | deceived 
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deceived or falfe. And therefore the Pfalmiſt faith, 4 
men are liars; that is, all men have by nature the vice of 
falſhood in them. as well as other vices: and {o 'tis not 
only poſſible, but probable alſo that any man may tel] a 
tie, it God grve him notthe grace'of truth. Much more 
1s it poſſible and probable for any man to be deceived and 
ſpeak a falſhood, though he intend it not, God only - 
is perfectly truez he can neither deceive nor be decet- 
ved. 

' Kut now perchance you think to wave this Idolatry 
which I have laid te your charge, by anfwering, that you 
donot believe in the Fathers of the Church as you be- 
lieve in God; you do not worſhip them with Divine 
faith. Say you ſo? what then? with Humane faith on- 
ly? Why then I am ſure your Humane faith ſhall never 
' fave you 3 you were as good lay it by: we are ſaved on- 
ly by Divme faith, not of our ſelves, it is the gift of 
God. þ 49 

*" But what if your Saints m whom you believe, work 
miracles ? then you will fay you believe in them with a 
Divine and ſaving faith, their miracles being wrought by 
thepowerof God to confirm their DoQrine: for we have 
no other affurance of the Doctrine delivered by the Ape- 
ſtles, but- the miracles which they wrought in confirma- 
tion of it. Excuſe me, for herein you are foully miſta- 
ken: we have our Saviours command given them to 
preach the Goſpel to all the world, and we have his pro- 
miſe made to them, that he would fend the Holy Ghoſt 
unto them to lead them he all truth; which we are afſſu- 
red did deſcend upon them, working miraculouſly in di- 
vers and ſundry manners. Wherefore to ſpeak properly, 
we ſay, That we donot believe in the Apoſtles, but we 
believe in God the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking to us by the. 
. Apoſtles. - 
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Apoſtles. And which is |yet more, our Saviour bimlſc]f 
which was both God and man, yet he.doth not require 
us to believe in bim- as man, but as God, affuring us ſo. 
Joh. viii. 28. 1 do nothing of my ſelf, but as my father hath 
taught me, I ſpeak theſe things. And again, xit. 49. [have 


mot ſpoken of my ſelf; but the father which ſent me, he 


gave me a commandment what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſt ould 
ſpeak By which weare full inſtructed, that we are not 
to believe in any man living, but only in God ſpeaking to 
usby man: and therefore we are not to give Divine Faith 
to the Doctrine of any man the greatelt Saint that ever 
| was, unleſs we areas fully| aſſured that he hath God the 
Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in him, as we are that he ſpake to 
us by the Apoſtles. And certainly we h-ve no ſuch afſu- 
rance of any man ſince the Apoſtles; no ſpecial command 
given by Chriſt to preach any new Goſpel ; no promiſe 
of the Holy Ghoſt to lead/them into all truth; no viſi- 
ble deſcenfion of the Holy Ghoſt inafter Ages; no gift 
of tongues, nor prophelie. - | But it may be you think that 


at the end of St. Matthews Goſpel where Chriſt ſends 
the Apoſtles to preach, and ſays, Lo I am with you always, 


even unto the end of the world weprapale goal be inten- 


thi mi 
ded to the Apoſtles Succeſlors; alſo, the Fathers of the 


Church, that Chriſt would be with them unto the end 
of the'world; for the Apoliles themſelves were not to 


© 


continue unto the end ofthe world, but their Succel. 


ſors. All this I, grant, that Chriſt will be with the Fathers 


of the Church, the Succeſſars of the Apoaltles to the end 
of the world, who ſucceed the Apoliles in their DoQrine 
as well as in Office, Chriſt will bleſs them and proſper that 
Doctrine unto the end of the world. Wherefore I pray 


you conſider the whole cqntext of that place, Verſ 19, 
20. (Go Je therefore and teach all nations, baptizing then 
| | | 712 
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| in .the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve all things whatjoever I heve 

commanded you : and lo, I am with you always even unto 

the end of the world. So long as you teach the things 

have commanded you, ſo long I am with you, even to the 

= -endofthewortd. The promiſe then of __ with them 

Z* Totheendof the worldis conditional, viz. It they teach 

Z the things that Chriſt hath commanded either by himſelf 

= orby his Apoſtles, who were guided by his Spirit, all 
which commands of Chriſt and his Apoftles are deliver- 
ed-unto us inthe Scriptures. On this condition the pro- 

* riſe was made, im teaching thethings commanded, and 

* nototherwiſe, What is thisto teaching of new Doctrine 

 notcommandedby Chriſt, not contained in Scripture ? 

Not onetittle of promiſe made for that, nor aty commiſfh- 

on given to teach new Dotrines, but rather a curſe for 

the perſon teaching any other Goſpel than what was al- 

ready preached, be he man on earth, or Angel from Hea- 

ven: 'Gal.i. 8. Why? becauſe the: Doftrine preacht by 

Chrift and his Apoſtles was compleat for our Salvation. 

And therefore we do not find that any one of the antient 

Holy Fathers doth pretend<o any ſuch infallible guidance 

of the Holy Ghoſt, and thereby require fubmniftion and 

= obedienceto hisDottrine, but rather declares quite con- | 

* trary, asThave newly mentioned unto you out of St. 4x- 
ſtine, one of the foyr principal Doors of the Church 5 
who gives us a general rule, Not to give any aſſured be- 
lief tro any the moſtlearned and moſt Ht $juphint farther 

than they can prove their Dofrine by Scriptures; that 
!s our compleat rule of faith. Ts it not then a ſtrange, 
_ difobedient, wilful, blind ſubmiſſion to their Dorine, 
_expreſly contrary to the rule of faith given by themſelves? 
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Fad: great rea had. St. Anj#iz to vive us this rule, 
when he had found, as he expreſlies in another place, that 
St. Cyprian a preceding Father of the Church, moſt emi- 
nent for learningand ſanQity, who laid down his life for 
the faith ; this great Door, Saint, and Martyr, taught 
and maintainedan error even unto death : which error of 
his was condemned afterwards by the whole Chriſtian 
Church. And nor only St, Cypriex, butall the great Bi- 
ſhops of Aﬀrica joyned with him. in this.error. And 
long before St. Cyprian, Papias Biſhop of Hierapolis,whom 
that famous Biſhop of Lyons, ; ck affirmsto have been 
a Diſciple of St. Jobr Rk Evangeli if. (and very probably 
he might þeſo, for St, Johz dyed in the hundred and ſe- 
cond year of” our Lord, Jon Papias. was then a_Paſtor of 
the C Church, ) He taught, if not ky athsb ( as-molt antient 
Writers ic the error of the Chiliaſts, That Chriſt 
ſhould come. again to reign here on earth a thouſand. 
years.  Irexexs Biſhop of Lyons mentioned before, learnt 
this error of him, and did propagate it 24" ge , till. at 
length it infedted moſt Writers of that. Age. . And this 
Irenews himſelf was the Diſciple of St. Polycarpas, and 
| Polycarpws theDiſciple of St. John :_ and therefore 'twas 
on t this error was taken up by many. Do@ors 
oft] thurch, having two ſuch famous men the Authors 
of it, Yet this error was not long after rejected by the 
whole, Chriſtian Church. | Good reaſon then had St. Ax- 
fix to buſt br e uxthat rule, not to.ſubſcribe to any NoArme 
thers, but ſuch as they proved by Holy Scri- 

ein  Andit wasa ſcaſonable caution to future Ages a+ 
inſt his own Dottrine ; for he himſelf taught the error, 
that it wasneceſlary to adminiſter the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper to Infants : and this was an opinion gene- 
rally believed in'the Chriſtian Church for many years, 
thaugh 


Serm:1l. the Biſhopof Hereford. 
though afterwards, and to this day. concluded a grolser- 
ror. | And I beg leave to ſay this as true as free, That 
whoever reads the Doctors and. Fathers of the Church 
writings of the erroneous cuſtoms generally practiſed in 
their tunes, but afterwards rejeted by the whole Chri- 
ſtian Church( as well by the Pepifts as others) ſball find 
theſe Fathers as zealouſly maintaining by forced argu- 
ments and wreſted Scriptures thoſe their erroneous-cu- 
ſtoms, as the ſoundeſt'/truths. - God 4s- my record, I fay 
not this out of any reproach tothem, whereof many have 

great Champions for the fundamental truths, and 
great ;examples and leaders to piety - and godly life: 
Pur 1 fay it only to prevent our being led into errors by 
their. Authority, - who though they were very learned 
and godly men,. yet {till were men, and being men were 
ſubje& to error: and for this cauſe no. aſſurance can be 
had.in the word. of man alone, but of him only who 
was God and man, forGod only is truth. | 


And as for the miracles pretended to be wrought by 
the Fathers of the Church in confirmation of their Do- 
arine : I anſwer; Firſt, We find in no authentick Author 
any miracles wrought by the prime and principal Fathers 
of the Church 1n confirmation of any Dodrine taught 
by them, St. Cyprian, St. Ambroſe, St. Jerome, St. Auſtine, 
St. Cleyaſiows, St. Gregory Nazianzen, and ſuch like. Se- 
condly, For the pretended Fathers of the Churchin later 
Ages, and Mothers allo, it. is ſufficiently known: what 
groſs and. ridiculous impoſtures have been in later Ages 
noiſed abroad for great miracles. Our learned Dr. $tzl- 
lingfleet bath ſufficiently ſet themforthin their proper co- 
lours. Theſe fine devices began about the fix hundredth 

_ yearafter Chriſt, and in a few years after th 
familiar as jugling faats, eſpecially in the 
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whom1 find none that wrought them in the Apoltlesdays, 
when true miracles were frequent among menz and when 
there were women certainly as holy as any whatſoever in 
future Ages. Wedonot find that the bleſfed Virginher (elf 
ever wrought any miracle,though now the Papiſts will tel] 
you of a thoufand wrought daily by ſeveral 1mages of 
hers. But this we know, that in the later days lying 
wonders ſhall be wrought to deceive, if it were poſh- 
ble, the very Ele: and we alſo know, that whatever 
bin Bs 1s wrought contrary to the word of God 
1s 2 lying wonder; for Gods word is truth and all liars 
that ſpeak. againſt that. | But theſe miracles which they 
Pretend tobe wrought at the images of the bleſſed Virgin 
and other Saints, are apparently contrary to the word of 
| God, which commands us not to bow down to, nor wor- 
ſhip : any images ; and quently theſe muſt needs be 
lying wonders wrought to deceivethe ple, who are 
thereby induced to worſhip thoſe images, and do daily 
viſit them and' proſtrate themſelves before them with as 
much rnachiooR,: and devotion as if Chriſt himſelf were 
there preſent, . This is fully known to. every man that 
hath travelled thoſe} parts. But the P $s here 


(ſurely aſhamed oftheirown Devotions) willbodlydeny 


_ > and finding us too ſtrongly fortified with 
kw roeſeduced Ro their ſuppoſititious Saints, wich 
wes wonders, and too gui -lighted to be catched 
wich ſuch ftauking horſes, they come upon us with a 
whole Army of the Church Militant, the Univerſal Ca- 
 tholick Church, ( meaning the Romiſh Church, falſh 
caYed.) yea, and back@w th Scripture too, and ſb 
r5at our own weapon; and thencethunder outirreſiſta- 
bl-Camnnan Shot :- Fe that” will not brar the Chirrch, let him 
be nyito thee as an Hearhen” n d a: b 
XVI. 17.- "Y 
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| Beloved, my time would fail me ſhould I now engage 
na freſh. batte], I ſhall therefore refer- this to another 
time, and for the preſent add only a few words of directi- 
on for thoſe who take comfort in reading the Scripture, 
and defre to improve their knowledge therein, but meer 
with manyobſcure and dithcult places which exceed their 
capacity; itt which they would gladly be farther inſtruct- 
ed. TothisI anſwer, frit, That I conceive it fit to ad- 
viſe with ſome learned, orthodox; -fober and godly Di- 
vine, if they have any ſuch in their Neighbourhood ; for 
give me leave toſay, men ſo compleatly qualified are not 
every wheretobe found in thefe unfortunate days : But 
if they can find any ſuch, let them defire his afliftance ; and 
if this godly; perſon can by ather plain places of Scripture 
and clear reaſon make the ſenſe of that doubtful place - 
evident to his underſtanding, then he may well conclude 
that to be the true meaning of- the Holy Ghoſt. Bur if 
this godly Counſdlor makes uſe ofany human Authority, - 
that 1s, any one or many Fathers of the Church, or Couns- - 
cils, or the like, to make good his expoſition, and cannot 
do it by clear places of Scripture, or ſuch circumſtances as - 
make that doubtful place clear to your underſtanding, 
but require _ ſubmit meerly to their Authority, then - 
you are toa hin no-more than a human belief, which 
helps:you nothing forward to your falvation,. for that 
wholly depends on divine faith and belief in God, natin 
man, as I have ſhewed you. And as. for the doubrful. 
places, paſs them overas doubtful, and the clear know+ 
ledge thereof not neceſiary to your ſalvation : Gad: re- 
quires of no man beyond the talent which he hath given - 
him; and in his infinite gaodneſs hath fo provided, that 
all things neceſiary for falvationmay be underſtood ofall. 
What can be more plainly ſet forth to common: unders - 


ſtanding on 
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tanding than it is in Scripture, That there is one G 
"Creator of Heaven and Earth ; one avon 4 Chrift 


the Son of God, who dyed for all men, roſe again the 


third day, aſcended into Heaven, and ſhall come. again at 
the laſt day PEE. and reward every man according to 
his deeds, And then for. the Sacraments of Baptifm and 
the Lords Supper and ſuch like neceffary things, they are 
alſo plainly ſet forth in Scripture, even to vulgar under- 
ſtandings. -Attd laſtly, for our. courſe of life, what can 
be more plamly prohibited than fornication, adi , all 
laſcivioulnels, murther, ſtriking, railing, couſening? What 
can be more plainly commanded than todo juſtice, ſhew 
mercy, charity, Oc. and in ſum, to do untoall men as we 
would have themdo unto us ? Now whoſoever ſhall be- 
lieve and practiſe all theſeplain things, my [Soul for his he 
ſhall never miſs of his Salvation, though he miſs the un- 
derſtanding of a :hundred places data 5 many 


whereof the moſt learned underſtand very little better, 


though they can talk more of them, When our Saviour 
repreſents untousthe great hy any" ec Mat. xxv. He 
doth not call any to his right hand becauſe they under- 
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| greatday.Were but our pradtice according to the meaſureof 
N- our knowledge, it would be happy for us: but hence comes 

our miſery,thatinſtcad of practiſing what we underſtand, we 
fall to diſputing of that we underſtand not; and ſo wegrow 
into paſſion, from paſſion into faftion, from. faftion into 
ſchiſms and herefies. Were our paſſion laid alide, there 
would be no. need of laying aſide the.Scriptures, but we 
ſhould read them to our edification: whereas wenow read 
them to our deſtruction and confuſion - and thus the word 
of Eternal Life becomes unto us the ſavour of Death unto 
Death. Wherefore my beloved, when-you take the Scri- 
ptures into your hands to read, let your main intention be 
to-obſerve the Inſtructions there given for your behaviour 
and courſe of life, and then labour to ſtir up your affetivn 
and deſire to practiſe it. As for matters of belief, asmuch as 
is neceſſary will quickly be attained : but for practice that 
will require the whole ſtudy of a mans life. Neither doth : 
this conſiſt ſo much inreadingas in meditating on what we 
doread, and ſtriving to ſubdue our hearts inobedience to it, 
and ſending up alſo ſhort, but fervent ejaculations-to Al- - 
mighty God for the powerful aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit to 
enable us to perform, that is the end of all operform Thie - 
do and thou fab live. And if we thus read. the Scriptures, 
they will be unto us as the words of Eternal Life, and'the 
power of Ged toour Salvation. . Which God of his infinite. 
mercy grant.. | 
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H E laſt thing We were upon in handling 
E this Text ou pe the Scriptures where- 
> in we ſay we have Eternal Life, tells us 
J that we are to hear the Church, azd be 
© that will not hear the Chirch,let him be un- 
to thee as a heathen max and. publices. 
Mataxvini,i7. (Here, fay the Papiſts, we 
PT of TUE | havea plain, calc, and ſafe rule toguide 
lin matters of F aith, both learned and unlearned: this 
cuts off all diſputes and prevents all errors. Hear theChurch, 
what the Church believes we muſt belieue, and if we will 
nat hear the Church we are hereticks, heathens. If this be 
the ſafe and only way to heaven, what manin his ri ht wits 
would not take this ſafe and eaſic way ? Doubtleſsa very 
cafie way, and truly I think that is the reaſon why many ſo 
_ much inclineto it: moſt men love an ealie way to Heaven, 
and fey are found willing to take much pains for it. And 
thoſe few that are confcuenthous 1 10 their way, are often 
{cru- 
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ſcrupulousalſo and fearful, and being wearied with anxie- 
\ tics and diſputes, in their melancholy moods may be willing - 
to lie down on this ſpecious bank, not conſidering Latet an- 
ens in_berba, the lurking Adder that there lies concealed. 
For certainly this way is as dangerous as eafte, far from 
| ſafe. Canany man think it a ſafe way to forſake the God 
\ oftruth and his holy word, and hearken to vain-erroneous 
men and their dodrines, whereof our Saviour bids us be- 
ware? No, Let God be true and every man a liar, Rom. 11. 4. 
But you will ſay, what the Papiſts here urge 1s not the Do- 
rine of men, but the Word of God,- Hear the Church. I 
grant 'tis the Word of God, but ſtrangely abuſed by the 1n- 
terpretation of men, and wreſted very far from the clear 
meaning of the Text, as I ſhall now ſhew you. + 
Look, I pray you, a few verſes before, andſee what is the 
buſineſs here'treated of,and to what this ſaying relates. V. 15. 
If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee,go and tell bim his fault 
tween thee and him alone © if be ſhall hear thee,thou haſt gaired 
thy Brother. V. 16. But if he will not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, that in the month of two or three witneſſes 
every word be eſtablifhed. V. 17. And if he ſtall negle& to 
bear them, tell it unto the Church © but if he negle& to hear the 
Church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man ard a publicar. 
I beſeech you what is this to our purpoſe? to the determi- 
nation 1n matters of Faith? Aretreſpaſles matters of Faith ? 
No, but they will. prove from hence by neceſſary conſe- 
uence, That-if you are to hear the Church in matters of 
Q&, ſuch as treſpaties, much. more are you to hear the 
Church in matters of faith, They will prove? I thought 
we had laid aſide all proofs and conſequences : for they pro- 
duce this Text as a clear evident rule to cut off all doubts 
and diſputes, a plain and ſafe way, for all menlearned and 
unearned. What is propoſed as a. plain rule to clear all 
doubts and determine all controverſies, ought init ſelf tobe 
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as clear as the Sun ; ſothat whoſoever is not ſtark blind muſt 
needs ſeeit: and then doubtleſs I am ſtark blind, for I cannot 
ſee one word here tending,to matters of faith. But they 
willargue thus, If weare to| hear the Church in temporal 
- matters, much morein ſpiritual matters : forthe Church be- 
inga ſpiritual body, hath more to do in ſpirituals than tem- 
ls. Asblind as I am, I plainly ſee as groſs a miſtake here 

m the word Church, as before in the word Treſpaſies. Did 
not I fully ſhew. you the other day, that this word exxanoa 
in the Text, which we in Ergl;fþ tranſlate Church, never in 
Scripture ſignifies the Clergy, but the Congregation of the 
people, the alſembly ofthe faithful, though we in Exel; uſe 
the word Church very variouſly, which is often the cauſe of 
great miſtakes: and therefore I pray you remember i well, 


that in Scripture it ſtill ſignifies the Congregation of the 
People. And would the Papiſts have che Congregation of 
the People be our infallible Guide to give rules of Faith and 


determine all controverſies 2 If fo, I feea fareand fataf cons« 


fequence to their Infallible Head thePopez heand histriple 


Crown would foon be tumbled from his Throne to the 
ground, and all is power under foot. But put the caſe we 


would take the word Charch here for the Clergy, as the 


Papiſts would have us: yet this gives no com | far- 
ther then to determin treſpaſſes. And as for their conſe- 
ſequences, 'tis very abſurd to infer, that becauſe God leaves 
- unto men todetermin the ſmall matters of this world, there- 
fore menTmay determin matters of thatinfinite weight as the 
eternal ſalvation of Souls. For thoughthe Church (thar is, 
the Congregation ) ſhould make a wrong judgment in the 
caſe, papa ſuffering may, if he pleaſe,makegreat ad- 
vantage by t 3 for the patient ſuffering the loſs for peace 
_ fake, as God hath required, he ſhallpain- a hundred ld in 
Heaven : buttheparty thatforſakesGodsWord, and hear- 
Kensto the wrong determination in matters of Faith, ſhall 

| ; ſuffer 
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word here concerning matters 0 delove 
| you ſee what a vain empty ſound this great clamor is which 
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ſuffer a hundred fold damage in Hell. This therefore God 
reſerves to himſelf and his Holy word, unto which we are 
not to add any thing, nor ſubtract from it, .under a ſevere 
penalty there declared. Wherefore we muſt take this Text 
as it lies without any human addition, and fo 'tis evident 
that it contains nothing but the determination ofmatters of 
treſpaſs between Neighbours 3 of which our Saviour would 


have the offender privately admoniſht, and if no amend- - 


ment, than appeal tothe Congregation in publick. Not one 
50m : Faith. And thus beloved,._ 


the Papiſts make of this Text, Hear ye the Church, and who- 
ever will not kear theChureh, let him be unto thee as an heathen 
man and a publican, Every part of it moſt grofly miſtaken 
and wreſted from the true meaning : matters of fat, fuchas 
treſpaſles and injuries, wreſted to matters of Faith: the 
word Church wzeſted from the Congregation to the Cler+ 
gy, contrary to the wholecurrent of Scripture.” Wherefore, 
my beloved, you ſee how neceflary it is for you to follow 
this counſel of our Saviour, and ſearch the Scriptures; and 


/ adviſe alſo with the more learned Paſtors of our Church to 


arm you againſt theſe ſeducing teachers. - I hope this Text 

1s ſutficzently cleared, and foI paſs unto another. : 
1 Tres. 111. 15. There *tis ſaid, The Church is the Pillar and ' 

ground of truth : This Scripture ( ſay the Papiſts ) plainly 


_ relates to matters of Faith, for truth is the objec of our 
_ Faith; we readily ont it. What then? Why then weare 


to hold faſt to the Faith ofthe Church, for that is the Pillar 


of truth, ergo ſhe cannor exr. This is another of their feigned 
conſequences, far from the meaning of the Text : let us 
then perule the Text it felf with the circumſtances there ſet 
down, as wedid the former, and you will not find any fach . 
thing here as the Papiſts pretend. That thou #mayſt know how 

thou onghteſt to behave thy | 


If in the houſe of God, which is the 
| 7 2 hs | Church 
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Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of truth. Firſt, 
That thou mayeſt know how thou oughteſt to behave thy ſelf in 
the houſe of God. There is nothing more frequent in Scri- 
pture than toſet the word Houſe for. the People : the houſe 
of Tjrael for the people hundreds of times. And ſo Moſes was 
faithful in all bis houſe, Heb. ni. 2. thatis, among all his peo- 
ple. And fo 1 Pet. ii. 5. tells the Chriſtians, That &s lrving 
flones they are built up a ſpiritnal houſe to God: And again, 
w.17. If judgment begin at the houſe of God, that is, the peo- 
ple of God, Wherefore here, Behavethy ſelf m the houſe 
of God, ſignifies the houſhold, the people of God. That 
- place where a man dwells is commonly called his houſe > 
and God being ſaid todwell among his people, 2 Cor. vi.16. 
- will _ Fo mw _ walk * them a ws I will be their 
ed, and they ſkali be my people - therefore the le are 
ny - oye: of God. Nex: follows, Which the Church 
of the living , that is, 'the Congregation the livi 
God : for 'tis.the ſame word dela, which I ſhewed can 
alwaies in Scripture fignifies the Con tion. Now I pray 
you wut this together, that thou mayelt know how to be- 
have thy ſcf among the people of God, which isthe Con-' 
gregationof the living God, |the pillar and ground of the 
truth : This laſt part of the verſe, the pillar andground of the 
trath, is metaphorical. and: may be interpreted ſeveral ways 
according. to: ſeveral mens apprehenſions. - But io the firſt 
Place, Econceiveall muſt grant, that no.metaphorical ſayin 
can be a. clear, evident and general rule to. explain an 
determin other ſentences, but rather in.it ſelfneedsan expo- 
fition.. But hawever you-take this place, it is evident that 
the Papilſts. from henee can never have any proof for the in- 
$llibility of their Chureb, as they would have it : for $. Paul 
calls the Congregation of the people, the pillar and ground 
of the-truth : But to ſhew you how little this Text will 
| Exve their tum 3 though exxancie, never.in Scriprugy ſig- 
-nifies 
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nifies the Clergy, yet for their greater convidtion, let it paſs. 
The Clergy are here called the pillar and ground of truth : 
What then? Why then the aſſembly of the Clergy mult be 
infallible. Hold there, I beſeech you: Why? can truth be- 
fallible? -no certainly, but the pillar of truth may fail : the 
pillar may deca and go to ruin, but the truth of God endu- 
reth for .ever, 1 Pet.i.23. What then is meant by theſe words, 
The pillar and ground of the truth? I will ſhew you. 
- I ſuppoſe you have ſeen-pillars ſet_up in high ways atthe 
meeting of ſeveral ways together, and inſcriptions written. 
on the ſeveral ſides of the pillars, This way leads to ſuch a, 
place 3. That way leadstothat place: ſome pillars havearms 
inthem, and hands pointing to the ways: The pillar is only 
that which bears the inſcription, 'tis the inſcription that 
gives you the true information which is the way. Now 
St. Paxl faith, Rowe. iii. 2. ſpeaking of the people of the 
Jews, and the great advantage they had over other Nati- 
ons, For unto them were committed the Qracles of God. And 
- foSt.Stepher Acts vii. 38. tells his brethren. the Jews, that: 
their fe ers received the Oracles of God to give unto us « So we- 
may ſayof the Chriſtians to. their great honour and advan- 
above all other peoplein the world, To them werecom-: 
mitted the Qracles of God, the Holy Scriptures,to give unta- 
us. As then of old the people of the Jews were-peculiarly 
the-people of God, the houſe of God, which was then the- - 
Churchoftheliving God,the pillar and ground of the truth, 
and they bare the Oracles of God, the-Holy Scriptures: Sa- 
St. Paul now calleth the Chriſtians the peculiar people of 
God, the houſe of God, which is the Church of the living 
 God\the pillar and ground of the truth ; for they now bear 
the Oracles of God, the Holy Scriptures, the word of truth, 
teaching us the true and perfe& way to the Heavenly Jernſt: 
lm. This my Expoſitionisſtrongly hacked and confirmed by 
another Text on Scripture, which 1s: accounted by all _ | 
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the beſt way of expounding Scripture. Rev. i. 20. The (e- 
venChurches or Congregations are ſet forth by ſeven golden 


Candleſticks: and you know candleſticks give no Jight of : 


- themſelves, but only hold the candles which grve the light : 
ſo the Churchesare to hold forth Chriſt; he is the light of the 
world, and his Dodrine contained in the Scriptures; they 
PID light,they teach us the way to Eternal Life. As in the 


rmer place, the pillars bear and hold forth the inſcriptions 


the Oracles of God: ſo herethe Candleſticks hold forth the 
_ light of Gods Holy Word; this teacheth us the way, herein 
hes the infallibletruth ; not in the Church, the Congrega- 
tion, that conſiſts of fa)lible men : Gods Word is truth, all 
men are liars. And as the Jews, people and Prieſts alſo er- 
red, and fo groſly erred as to become Idolaters, yet the Ora- 
cles they bare never erred : ſo we may too truly ſay to the 

roud boaſting Papilts, their whole Church, Pope, Princes, 

P 


eople have and do all err, and fo groſlyerr as to be guilty 
of great Idolatry, worſhipping and praying, and thereby giv- 
ing Gods glory to Saints and Angels, to Pictures ahd Images. 
This is melt rationally and learnedly proved by-Dr. Sti//ine- 
feet, now the Reverend Dean of St. Pauls, and moſt pradti- 
cally and palpably ſhewed in a ſmall Book, Intitled, A Let- 
ter to a Friend concerning Popiſh Idolatry; which in one hours 

reading fully declares it. Of which Letter I will fay on] 

this, That Fam ſure all there ſet downis truth; for wit 
my own + dr ſeen all, havinglived many years abroad 
amongſt them. - But I grant they are not all praQiſed here in 
England, for two reaſons. Firſt, They would be aſhamed 
to ſet up Piftures and Images here publickly to worſhip in 
the faceof the Goſpel-Sunſhine, where very Children would. 
deride them. And Secondly, the Laws and Government 
would not ſuffer them. Wherefore to concludethis point, 
whoever reads the Goſpel, and by that examines the Do- 
Crines of the Rowþ Church, ſhall ſee that ſhe is not the infal- 
ts lible 
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' lible Church ſhe is pretended to be, as plainly as you ſee the 
Moon is not the Sun : you will diſcover ſuch foul black ſpots 
10 her face, as may aſſure you, ſheis not that beautiful belo- 
ved Spoule {et forth in the Canticles : for ſhe hath ſo foully 

erredagainſtthetruthof the Goſpel in ſeveral things, which 
I have formerly laid before you,as makes it molt evidentthat 
ſhe is neither truth, nor ſo much as the pillar of truth, but 
the pillar of error, ſtifly mainteining ſeveral efrors: and - 
doth not ſo much as hold forth the Goſpel of truth to teach 
the people the way to Heaven, but ſhutsit up from the peo- 
ple, that ſhe may lead them blindfold into error. And ſo 
much be ſpoken concerning this Text, The Church 3s thepillar 
ard ground of thetrmth. It any mancangive a better ex 
fition of this Text, I ſhallbe gladto learn it of him; but I 
am ſure the Papiſts have not yet, by all that everI ſaw or © 
heard of: 

They bring us another Text much like this, Mat#h. the laſt 
Chapter : where Chrilt ſends forth his Diſciples to teach all 
Nations, promiling to be withthem in teaching unto the end 
ofthe world. This TextI fully anſwered in my laſt Sermon. 
Moreover, theſe words being ſpoken by our Saviour to all 
the Apoſtles in general, and their Succeſſors, of neceſlity 

_ gives equal Commiſſion to them all ; and therefore makes 

- more againſt the ſuperiority of the Rowz/b Church than for 
it : for by this all.Churches planted by other Apoſtles have 
the ſame promiſe.  _.. | 

The Papiſts therefore have one Scripture more which 
they urge particularly for their Charch ; but it hath been 
fo oft diſputed, and fo fully confuted by whole Volumes of 

our Writers, as a man would wonder to ſee them like Cats 

. - knockt down and quite dead inall appearance, yet rife up 

again with this Text 1n their mouths. It is this, Thow art 
Peter, and upon this rock will I build my Church: and the 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, Matt. xvi. 18, As to 
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this, 1 ſhall give you the heads only of ſeveral anſwers as 
plainly and briefly as may be for your mere eaſe remem- 
brance. Burt I pray you ſtill remember what weare ſearch- 
ing Scripture for, and thatis, a plain eaſfie rule to determine 
all doubts that may ariſe in matters of faith. And certainly 
this Text is not ſuch, but as far or farther from that than 
the former, for 'tis a figurative ſpeech all along; it ſpeaks 
of building on a rock, and the gates of Hell ; of binding and 
looſing z almoſt every word a figure : and the greateſt Do- 
ors and Fathers of the Church have diſputed very variou(- 
ly about it 3 the Papiſts cannot deny it: and therefore this 
cannot be a plain caſte ruleto clear doubtful matters, it be- 
ing fo doubtful in it ſelf. Let us now hear what the Text 
it ſelf faith, Tho# art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church: and the gates of kell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 1s 
here any ane word, that the Church ſhall be infallible and 
cannot err? The gates of Hell ſhallnot prevail againſt the 
'Church, therefore, ſay they, ſhe cannot err. The verieſt 
dunce in the Univerſity would be aſhamed to niake ſuch ri- 
diculous conſequences. ' Put the caſe God had promiſed the 
King of Erglard, that the French King ſhould not prevail 
againſthim; muſt it therefore follow that 'tis impoſſible the 
French King ſhould ſet foot upon Ergliſh ground, or kill any 
ofte of our Kings Subjets, or take any of his Ships? Rare 
nonſence ! Many Princes after ſeveral battels loſt, much of 
their Country invaded, yet have prevailed and driven out 
the Enemy : many a man after ſeveral wounds received, 
hath prevailed and killed his Adverſary.Let then the Papiſts 
$9,296 learn what that means, The ſeed of the woman ſball 
bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe bis heel, Gen.iii.15. The 
ſeed of the Woman crufhed the Head of Satan and prevail- 
cd againſtthe.gates of Hell, though the Prince thereof brui- 
ſed and wounded him in the heel. Many errors and Hereſics 
have bruiſed andwounded the-Church, yet have not pre- 
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yailed to deſtroy it; the vitals, the fundamentals have ſtill 
been preſerved.. - That profellion of Peter whereon Chriſt 
built his Church, was, Thona art Chriſt the Son of the livies | 
| God. This faith hath (till been preſerved in the Church, the 
_ gatesof Hell never could prevail againſt it. This is all our 
fa here promiſed, and this he hath ever to this day 
made good, and will afluredly make good to the end ofthe 
world. But put the caſe thele words, The gates of Hell fall 
not prevail againſt-the Church, did tmply fome infallibility 
promiſed tothe Church in general, yet how come the Pa- 
pits to challenge this infallibilicy to the Church of Rome and 
deprive all other Churches of it 2 Why, -fay they, Chriſt 
here promiſes to build his Church on St. Peter. *Tis falſe; 
the Text doth not ſay, Thou art Peter, and upon thee will 
T build my Church: but, Oper this rock will I build my 
Church; and that rock wes Chrift, 1 Cor. x. 4. Chriſt the Son 
of the Living God whom Peter profeſied ; onthis rock was 
the Church built. But ſuppoſe yet farther, that our Savi- 
our had promiſed he would build his Church on Peter,what 
then? Yet not on him alone, for St. Paxl tells us, Eph. ii. 
19, 20. That the Hoſe of God ( which is the Church of 
God ) 3s built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, Chrift Jejws himſelf being the chief corner ſtone: built 
upon other. Apoſtles and Prophets alſo as well as on Peter, 
but chiefly on Chriſt himſelf. And then for thoſe words, 
Binding and Looſing ; the ſame that is ſaid here to Peter, is 
{aid to all the Apoſtles, Matt. xviii. 18. Whatſoever ye ſhall 
bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven : ani whatſoever ye ſhall 
looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven. And again, Joh XX. 
23. Whoſe ſoever ſins ye rennt,they are remitted unto there : and 
whoſe ſoever ſins ye retain, they are retained. And what a filly 
childiſh noiſe do they make-with thoſe words ſaid to Peter, 
unto thee will I give the keys of | heaven © for thewhole ſence 
of thoſe'words is fully contamed'in thoſe, Whoſe ſcever ſins 
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Je remit, they are remitied unto them : and whoſe ſoever ſims ye 
retain they are retained. For 'tis fin that ſhuts us out of 
Heaven, and when fin is remitted, Heaver-Gate 1s again 
opened. Whoever then hath power to remit and retain ſin, 
he hath: the keys of Heaven to all intents and purpoſes. 
Where is then I pray you, S. Peter's preheminence over any 
other Apoſtle? for the Church was built on all the Apoſtles, 
as well as on Peter ; and they all had the keys of Heaven 
given unto them. | | my } | 

But now mark what goes before in John xx. 21. As my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. T his cuts offall man- 

_ nerof pretenceto the leaſt precedency of power given to 
Peter before the reſt of the Apoſtles ; for our Saviour here 
faith unto them all, As my Father ſent me, even ſo ſend I you ;, 
Eves ſo, in the ſelf ſame manner. And ſure the Papiſts are 
not ſo deſperate as to ſay St. Peter had a higher and more 
powerful Commiſhon than Chriſt himſelf: and as you ſee, 

Chrift here gives all the Apoſtles Commiſſion equal with 
himſelf : As my Father ſent me, even ſo ſend IF you. So that 
'tis impoſſible Peter could haye a greater. Is it not then a 
_— preſumption for the Papiſts to boaſt of ſucha tran- 
ſcendent power and-preheminence given to Peter above the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, as to-make him Lord and Maſter over 
them? which doubtleſs would have raifed no-ſmall indigna- 
tion in the reſt of the Apoſtles.We ſee when Jeawerand Fob 
defired only the precedency before the reſt, no Lordſhip,but 
only to ſit the one on his right hand,the other on hisleft,they were 
greatly offended\at it. Wherefore tomake Peter their Lord 
and Maſter, muſt needs offend them far more: 'yet we find 
not the leaſt murmuring atit, becauſe they found no prece- 
deney at all given him: And do-not we ſee how St. Pas, 
though a late born Apoſtle, out of time, took the boldneſs 
+0. reliſt him to the face, when he walked 0t- wprichth: 

which you may be ſure St. Pay! would not have done, had 
| : | he 
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he taken St. Peter for Chriſt's High Prieſt, Lord over all : 
for St. Paxl repented for having too ſeverely reproved the 
High Prieſt of the Jews, though he did it unwutingly, and 
for his cruel mjuſtice. | 

_ ._ Certainly whoever reads the two firſt Chapters of . 

S. Paxl's Epiſtle to the Galatians, if he be not much poſſeſt 

= with S. Peter's prekeminence before hand, mult needs. ſee 

* that S. Paxlgiveshimnoſuch thing, but rather the contra- 

ry : mark I pray you, S. Paxl's deſign there, 'tis to ſhew that 
he received not the knowledg of the Goſpel, nor the.Com- 
miſſion to preach it from man, but from Chriſt only. And 

' therefore as ſoon as Chriſt had revealed himſelf to him and 

ſent him to preach, Immediately I conferred not, (ays he, with ' 
fieſb and blood : neither went 1 up to Jeralalem #o them that 
were Apoſiles before me, but I went into Arabia, and returned 
again unto Damaſcus. Then after three years I went up Je. 
ruſalem to ſee Peter, and abode with him fifteen days © 
other of the Apoſiles ſaw I none. As it the ſeeing the other A- 
pony James and Joby, whom in the next Chapter he calls 
illars, had carried more appearance of his receiving Com- 
miſſion from man, than his ſeeing Peter and tarrying with 
him fifteen days. Now had Peter been (as the Papiſts would 
have it) Head of the Church, Lord over all; the ſeeing of 
Peter Head of the Church, and tarrying with him ſo long, 
had ſignified far more towards his receiving Commiſſion 
from man, than had he ſeen all the other Apoſtles and tarried 
with them fifteen months - for Peter being Head, he and 
not the other Apoſtles, was to give him Commiſion. And 
| then again when he names the great Pillars of the Church, 
who ſeemed to be ſomewhat more than-the reſt, he puts James 
in the firſt place: Butthoughthey ſeemed to be ſomewhat, yet 


whatever they were, $. Paul tells us, it maketh no matter to his, 

he gave them not any ſubjeFion: how | not any ſubjeion? 

#0, not for an hour, for they who ſeemed to be ſomewhat, in con- 
K 2 ference 
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ference added nothing to him; but contrariwiſe, mark I pray 
you, contrary to all ſubje&tion, they cave nnto him, yea and 
unto Barnabas alſo, the right hand of fellowſhip ; far from any 
Lordſhip over Paxl, or over Barnabas either, thongh he 
werenone of the twelve, for he and they were all fellows 
m preaching the Goſpel, dividing the work betwixt them ; 
Paul and Barnabas to preach unto the Heathen, and they 
unto the Circumciſion. ' Is itnot then moſt evident by all 
2Dhis,” that S. Peter was noLord, nor Head over thereft ofthe 
Apoſtles ? nor did he outhive all the reft, and ſo become 
Head of the Church by ſurvivancy : S. Job# that great and 
beloved Apoſtle outlived him long, and 'tis though: all the 
reft : and then by furvivancy he ſhould be Head, and con- 
ſequent]y his Succeſſor Head of the Church, not S. Peter's 
Succeſſor: for S. Peter himſelf was not Head. And then 1 
pray you tell me, when S. Peter was whine and S. gow re- 
mained, Who was then Head of the Church 2 Was S. Peter's 
Succeſſor (whoever he was, Linws or Clemens ) was he Head 
 andLord over S. John, or S. een him ? Speak I beſeech 

you: No, your modeſty will not ſuffer you to ſay that your 


. 


Pope Linus was Head and Lord over S. Jobs the beloved 
_ of our Lord. I dare venture my life on it, Linw never 


aſſumed any ſuch Lordſhip to himſelf : for Evſebiws tells us, 


that when Polycarpws a Succeffor of S. John, came to Rome 
to treat 'with Aricetws a Succeſſor of S. Peter, about thetime 
of celebrating the Feaſt of Eaſter (which was then much 
diſputed: the Church of Afiz holding 'it at one time and 
the. Churchof Rozte atanother ) Avicet#s $. Peter's Succeſſor 
did not affume any Lordſhip over Polzcarpss, nor require 
him to ſubmit unto the Rowen Cuſtome : No, he was fo far 
from 1t, that he gave 
_ cedency, to. celebrate the- bleſſed: Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper mhis own Church at Rome. This was a mark of 
great honour and precedeney, for in thoſe days the Chief 
TH did 


. 


"the honour to' Polzcarpus and the pre- - 
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did always celebrate. If then your Church had no Head- 
ſhip over the Aſian Church in the time of S. Job, nor in the 
time of Polycarpay, many years after: I beſeech you tell me 
from whence ſprang this mighty Headſhip of the Pope to 
be Lord of the whole World ? Succeflors, as Succeflors, 
can challenge no more Authority than their Predeceflors 
had. If the preſent Biſhop of Salz5bxry hath no Authority 
over the Biſhop of Lincoln, certainly Salisburies Succellor 


can have none over Lincolns Succeſſor. And fo Saint Peter 


having no -Lordſhip over-S. Joh»-nor any other Apoſtle, 
Peter's Succeflor can have none over their Succeflors : this 


1s.clear. How then ? Did Chriſt ever come again upon Earth. 


to eſtabliſh this Headſhip ? or, Did an Angel come from Hea- 
ven todoit ? Though I muſt tell you, ſhould an Angel come 
trom Heaven and'preach any other Doctrine than what is in 
Scripture, we are fully warranted not to receive it. But if nei- 
ther Chriſt, nor Angel, nor any one Scripture declare this 
Headſhip, is it not a moſt unreafonable thing to-require us 
tobelieve this as a matter abſohately neceſſary to Salvation? 
andto bchieve it with as full aſſurance as we believe Chrift 
was born of the Virgin ; or that Chriſt was Crucitied, and 
that he roſe from the dead. Let them ſhew usthen im fach 
plain Scripture words, that the Pope is to be Head of 'the 
Church, that the Church of Roe fhal} be Infallible- unto 
the worlds end, that we are to receive all her Dodrines as 
the Oracles of God : or, that in the Church of Rowe we 
have Eternal Life. Let them but ſhew us ſome promiſe, ſome 


command, plain like this, and we ſhaltreadily ſubmit : real- - 


by we ſhould be heartily glad to ſee it, it-would fave us 
much trouble. Burt, a you all know, there isnothing 
like this inall the Scripture : How then dare any'man ver- 
' ture the eternal ſalvation of his- Sou], and m- obediencets 
the Church of Rome, pradtiſe thmgs ſoapparently contrary 
to Gods Commands, as to worſhip Images, pray unto Saints; 
| receive 
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| ſuch like as I mentioned formerly. 


I know thereare inthe wri of ſeveral Fathers man 


expreſſions which highly magnific the Authority of the 


Church in general, and ſome for the Church of Rome in 
particular: ; all which fignifie very little, if you conſider the 
zumſtances and motives for their ſo ſpeaking, When the 
Church was infeſted with Hereſics, the Orthodox Fathers 
diſpur ting with them uſed all the Arguments they could to 

dy 2m tothe Truth.: but ts men not hearken- 
ing to their reaſons, their laſt and p Argument was, 
the Authority of the Church which they ſet forth with 

eat Juftre to make the Aga more powerful and 
mT their ſubmifſionunto it. becauſethe generality of 
the Church in thoſe days by Gods bleſſing was not yet in- 


feed with errors, they urged the Authority and true be- 
lief of the Univerſal Church, |to reclaim the particular He- 


retical Churches from their Error : and the moſt 0k ry 


Language being then Greek, they uſed the word 
which in ha Language ifies Univerſal: and hence aroſc 


the phraſe of the Cathohlick Church. Moreover, it ed 


God to preſervethe Roman Church in the true Fai 
great Zeal and Piety for many years, their Biſhops ok 
ucceſively 'Martyr'd by the Heathen Emperors and their 
O__ at rake And Gake true Faith being celebrated alſo 
S. Panl, it was magnified by the true believ- 
ing aa manger fob her Churches, as Antioch, Epheſus, Conſt an- 
—_— Alexandria, &c. that it might the more move the 
Heretical/ Members of their Churches to conform unto it : 
telling them how..S. Peter and S. Paul, the two great Pillars 


of the: Church were Martyr'd there, and therefore the 


ought to _believe.no Error could enter that Church which 


_ was ſoſandtified with the b lood of thoſe two t Apoſtl 
and-divers ——— tyrs. All which rey Emdred 
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HH 65 
with great zeal, that they might make the unbelievers rore- 
yerence it the more, and ſubmit unto it: As when twoof 
our Lawyers differ in opinion, he'that hath'the Lord Chief 
Juſtice Coke on his fide, will magnifie him as fuch an Oracle 
of the Law that could not err, and fay all that his wit can 
invent toſet it forth; it doth not therefore follow that he 
ſcriouſly thinks Coke to have been infallible : no more d 
theſe ſayings of the Fathers conclude the Roman Chureh'to 
be infallible * as I ſhall now ſhew you by one Example ſuf- 
- ficient to ſatisfie any man without farther trouble. 

. S. Cyprian was a Biſhop par 396 + of the true Catholick 
Church, as famous for Learning and Sanity, as for his Faith 
and Martyrdom 3 he wrote a zealous Trad for the unity of 

-the Church, wherein he uttered thoſe ſayings which the 
Papiſts have ſo frequently in their mouths. Habere xox po- 
teſt Deum Patrem;, qui  Eccleſiam non habet Matrem ;. he 
cannot have God his Father, who will not have the 
Church for his Mother; And, As vo man was ſaved w 
News Ark: jo - man can be ſaved out of the Church. Whict 
bein en by ſo great a man, ſeem to carry great Autho- 
rity + apo But, if I might freely. ſpeak my mind, I 
would fay of them, that they are fine flouriſhing ſentences 
ſounding handſomely to the ear, but cannot much ſatisfie a. 
mans reaſon, unleſs he had clearly expreſt what he means by 
the word Eccleſia, Church. I know full well what the Pa- 
pilts mean by itz they-mean the Biſhop of Rome and his- 
Clergy, and all thoſe that are ofhis Faith and Communion, . 
and belteve that no man can be faved that is not in that 
Communion + And this 1s with them- the Mother Church 
and Noah's Ark. But I ſhall now plainly ſhew, that. Cypri-- 
en meant no ſuch thing: for in the beginning of this-Tra& 
he declares that St. Peter (whom'the Papiſts would needs- 
| have tobe the Founder of their Church Yhad no Autho- 
rity over the reſt of the Apoſtles and Churches Ty 
them: 


fora 
Res ; yay about 


Kebapcizing pe which © were Chriſtned in . Herctical 
' Churches, S. Cypriex declared, , his. Judgment was for Re- 
 baptizingz Stephen declares the contrary; and both parties 
adhering ſtifly to their own opinions, the diſpute grew (v 
high that Cyprian held a Council of all the Africez Biſhops, 
and there Decreed, that they ought to be pamgtiacd 3 for 
there being but one Baptiſm, which wasto be 
the true Chutch,: the Heretical Baptiſm being done out of 
the true Church, was no Baptiſm. Here 'tiy plain, S.C yprian 
meant by the word Church, his Churciz and all. that were 
in Communion with. him. Stephen on the other {ide calls a 
Council at Rome, and there Decrees, thatthe;Hererical Bap- 
tifm being performed in due manner,thoughthe Pricſt "g 
tizing'werean Heretick out ofthe Church, yet the Baptif 
Burt in the form of the true, Church,. was a true Baptiſm. 
Bur Cypriaz notwithſtanding the Decree of Stephen, with his 
Biſhops,: perſiſting in their Opinion of Rebaptizing them, 
Stephen Excommunicates them.z which S. es valued 
nota ſtraw; but called Stepher his obſtinate Brother, and a 
favourer of Hereticks, Marcion, Valeniine, Apelles, and other 
——_— againſt God : : as-is ſet forth. in his Epiltle to 
ompeizs wrinng of this buſinels. And Firmiliazas another 
Biſhop ot the Aﬀricas. Church, ae, to S. Cypriaz of the 
lame matter, ſays, that the Church vaialy pretend 
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dere. Anda little before expretly affirms, that as the Here- 
ticks are perſons condemned of themſelves : fo the Romea- 
zifts favouring and approving their Baptiſm, did adjudge 
and make themſelves partakers of thetr damnable Hereſics. 
By all which it is moſt evident, that S. Cypriazand the other 
Biſhops of Africe did not mean the Rowan Church for the 


7 Mother Church and Noeh's Ark, out of whoſe Communion 


there was no Salvation : for though they were Excommuni-: 
cated by the Biſhop of Rowe and his Clergy, perſiſted in 
their Opinion and flighted very much his Excommunica-. 

tion, and eſteemed their own Church to be that Mother 
Churchand Noadb's Ark, out of which there was.no Salva-- 
tion. And in like manner. I conceive all other Fathers, who 
ſo the the Churches Authority, meanthat Church who 
are of the ſame Faith and Communion with themſelves, ſup< 
poſing ſtill thetr own to be the right, thoughever ſo 
So that before you can with reaſon ſubmit your ſelf tothe 
Faith, and-put your ſelfinto the Communion ofany Church, 
t is requifice for youto be aſſured which Church hath the 
_ true Faith and ſaving Communion: which mult be found out 
by that only ſafe Rule of Scripture, by which all Churches 
ought tobe examinedand-tried. And now T ſhall proceed 
a lttle farther with the Papiſts, and here challenge them to 
bring:me any one ſeritence from any one antient Father of 
the Church, who with all his _—_— the dino. ue ter 

the Church: of Roxe, or the whole C hin general, doth 

__ aſcribe unto it power to propoſe any new Article of 
Faith by their own Authority, without mas 


much lets ts countermand any one Scripture-precept. / 
unleſs the Papiſts can ſhew this, they ſhew nothing for their 
belief and praice of thoſe many things I have formerly 
mentioned ; and for which they have not one tittle of Scrt- 
pture-proof: And this Fhave ſaid for the fuller confutation 
of the Papiſts: for we take the SI for our a —_ 
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| of faith. and conceive our ſelves:-bound to believe nothing: 
Ks than whar is there declared, as Thope have fully pro- 
The conclufion then of:all muſt be, That we can have no 
infallible aſſurance for ourfaith to reſt upon, but the Scri- 
the word of God, and-not ofman. In the Scriptures 
we hayeEternal Life,and therefore are commanded to ſearch 
them forit; and there we ſhall find all neceſſary ſaving truth 
plainly ſet forth, as I ſhewed you. The humble ſearcher 
and fervent Prayer cannot. fail of it : He that thus-ſecks: 
hath our Saviours:never-failing promiſe to find. And thus. 
the begirning and ending of our diſcourſe.muſt be one and 
the ſame, Search the Scriptures, for in them ye have Eternal Life. 
Having at length finiſhed the ſeveral parts of my Text, 
I ſhall now in as-few words as way: be, declare unto you my 
motive end why I undertook this work. No man is ſuch a 
ſtranger in-our Jeruſalem as not roknow whatis daily diſcour- 
ſed in all places. Many timerous Zelots cannot hold in their 
fears; many inſulting Papiſts. cannot hold intheir hopes,that 
Popery will again bear rule in this Nation, For. my own 
rt weighing things according to reaſon, I meanſuch a mea- 
fare of reaſon as God hath given me, I cannot.ſee any great 
us ſo gracious a King and {o averſe to Popery, as thatwhen 
it. would haye been a very great:advantage to him, he could 
not by any means be brought to embrace it. We may be 
then aſſured he will not hearken to it now, when in all pro- 
bability, it will, dangerouſly (bake, if not overturn alſo the 
very foundations-of Regal Government in.this Nation. Be- 


ſides, the Sunſhine of. the Goſpel, for ever bleſicd be God 
for it, hath (o long appeared in our. Church, and ſo diſco- 
vered the groſsnels of;Popiſherrors in matters of faith, ſuch 
ppiſh ſuperſtitions in their practice, as that men, women, 


pure. 
» and | 


aud children; plainly ſee and deride them, Sothat Scri 


69 
and Reaſon being ſo prevalent againſt Popery,and the Uni- 
verſal genius of the Nation ſoaverſe to it, in reafon I ſhould 
think we are pretty ſafe from it. ' But when I conſider our 
courſe of life is fo contrary to Reafon,and fo beftial 3 ſocon- 
+ trary toReligion, and ſo atheiſtical 3 ſo contrary to Goſpel 
light, and ſuch deeds of darkneſs daily committed; it ſeems 
too probable we may ſoon become of any or no faith, who 
are already become ſuch beaſts and devils in prattice. Have 
wenot then great cauſe of fear, that God, after fo many and 
ſo-great bleſſings to draw our hearts unto him with cords of 
love, and (theſe failing of effe&) aiter ſo many chaſtiſm 
judgments to frightus from our fins by ſmarting Rods; an 
all theſe alſo rendred vain, and God daily provoked more 
and more by our loud crying fins for vengeance : Have we . 
not great cauſe of fear, that God will bring upon us that'fh- 
nal and ſevere judgment, as to take from us the light of his 
Holy Goſpe], which we have ſo deſperately abuſed and pro- 
faned, andleaveusto our own blindneſs, to work out our 
preſent confuſtonand future damnation? Hence, and hence 
only, ariſesall my fear. This makes the whole head ſich, and 
the whole heart faint, Iſa.1. 5. For this cauſeI did reſolve 
toadvile you, That whileft you have the light, yaw, would 
walk as Thildren of the light; and whilſt you tavethe 
Scriptures before you, you would ſearch into them, and 
arm yaur ſelves againſt the aſſaults of the world and 
the fleſh; againſt the powers of darkneſs, and cunni 
craftineſs of thoſe that lie in wait to deceive. What G 
pleaſes to do with vs, he only can tell: T will never ceaſeto 
hope 1n his infinite mercy 3 nor can I ceaſe to fear our own 
wickedneſs almoſt-infinite, certamly never fo excefiive m 
this Nation. Whether God for this hath determined to 
- bring upon. us the evil day, I know not; but this I know, 
that if he hath ſo determined, now is the time to prepare 
for. it beforehand, and not when 'tis come; for then _ 
Lia | _ _ hearts 


SIM Mi 
hearts will be ſo 


Hed with fears and cares toaveid the pre- 


ſent evil, and to preſerve whatthey have in this world, as 
that they will not be able to makea right judgment of things 
tothe warld to come; but their reaſon will be to 
their affeCtions, as then to think thoſe Arguments 


to 


! 
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. If you 
ſet over 


anger com:, 


you 
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 youapparenttruth and fully agreeable toGods Holy Word, 
T_ ought to dnhcajvecinatoatiiny proceeds from the de- 
Jadu of the devil, the world and the fleſh, not from any 
- new inſpiration from God, for he is the ſame to day and fox 
ever; he cannotchange, 'tis you that c_ But perchance 
ſome will fay in thoſe days, This Papift tells me things I ne- 
ver heard of before, new and better arguments; and-upon 
better information, I may and ought to change to better-re- 
ſolutions. Oh, my beloved, take heed. 'ris not better in> 
' formation, but theold man lovesto have itſo,for it will then 
make better for his enjoyment of this world. But I will 
now take from you this ſubterfuge, you ſhall not *ſ{cape me 
ſo: Go now to the ableſt Papiſt you can hear of, conſult 
with ſuch ; ſee what new and better arguments they can 


now give you : and if you think you have met with ſuch, . 


come to me, I ſhall take any pains to give you better ſatis- 
faction. But if you come no more at me now, but in the 


change of times your heart and reaſon change, I fball ( ifT 


fo long live )and you ought infallibly to conclude, 'cis not - 


Reaſon nor Religion, but the blindnels of your heart and the 
corruption'of your fleſh that leads you blindly away from 


the God of truth to follow the ne of erroneous man. 
For no doubt you may now in times of fectlement and quiet 


make a far better jadgment of: things, than in times of bu- - 


ſtle and danger. No man, whileſthe carries this houſe of 


clay about him, can mount to that high pitch as to be above - 


the reach-of ſtorms and:;combuſtions,. but. will undoubted- 

ly be ſhak'd and diſordered with them. The ſtiffeſt Oak 
will bend with boiſterous winds. Wherefore now, as I : 
ſaid, is the time to make a clear rational judgment of trath, 

and to make alſo firm reſolutions to adhere to that. And - 
then if danger comes, and your heart be beſieged by pow- - 
erful enemies, be fureto w x vans the counſel of good King - 


Hezekiab, 2 King:xviti. 36, Hold your peace and anſwer not - \ 
| | De 
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4 word to 'any deluding Rabſhakeh who ſhall endeavour to | 
withdraw you from our - Heavenly King Chriſt Jefus, and, 
his holy Word, and revolt to-the proud Prince of. Babylon, #| 
the Pope of Rome. | -Diſputing is dangerous when intereſt 
1s the Argument, that takes captive the hearts of moſt men : 
filence then will be the ſafety. And be youallured, that in 
that 'great-and terrible day of the Lord, the word that ] 
havenow ſpoken unto you (for 'tis theWord of God) (hall 
 Judgeandcondemn you if you, {wetve from it. 
:Laſtly, - for a Concluſion, let me adviſe all thoſe who are 
-not throughly ſetled in their Religion, to endeavour it with 
all ſpeed: no man ever ſo young, ever ſo ſtrong, hath any 
aſſurance of life fora day, we ſee it by daily experience : and 
it would be a'very ſad thing for a dying man to be then to 
chuſehis Religion. I adviſe you therefore not to delay this 
neceſſary work :. and when you are on ſerious mature con- 
fderation, wellſetled in the Faith, admitno more of debates, 
for'tis agreat artifice of the Devil ſo to bulie mens heads in 
matters of Faith, as wholly to negle& good Life, without 
which Faithis fruitleſs and dead : for though we are juſti- 
fied by Faith, yet it muſt be Faith working by Love, Gal. v. 6. 
And be that loves God keeps bis Commandments, Jobe xiv. 15; 
and 21. And therefore-'tis-meer: Hypocrifie -1n thoſe who 
ſeem ſo zealous for:the truth of Religion, but take no care 
to live the life of Religion; of which ſort there are too too 
many : they wear out their Life and their Bible in tumbling 
it over for Texts to oppoſe the. Papiſts, but paſs over all 
thoſe Texts wherewith they ſhould be armed to oppole the 
temptations of the Devil. Theſe ought you to have done, and 
ot to leave the other undone, Mas. xxiii. 23. Theſe perſons 
will be ranked with thoſe who inthat final day ſhall come 
« and ſay, Lord, Lord, we have Propheſied in thy RW eaſt ont 
Devils, and done many wondrous works 3 and yet ſhall hear 
that dreadful Sentence from the Lord, 1 never knew you, de- 
| part 
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hore fog me all ye that work Iniquity, Mat.vii.23.You are then 
. to ſearch the Scriptures both for true Faith and good Lite, 

and to captivate your hearts in obedience to Gods Com- 
mandments, as well as your underſtandings in obedience to 
the Faith ; both are equally requiſite to Eternal Life, and 
both are plainly and fully declared in the Scriptures z they 
make ns wiſe unto Salvation, and throughly furniſh ws unto every 
good work: ſathat we are left without excuſe in either, You . 
know theſe things, and happy are ye, if ye do them, not- other-. 
FOE eg inn oo a mas 

And thus, Beloved, having laid plainly before you out of 
Gods Holy Word, the way of Truth and the way ef Error, 
the way of Godlineſs and the way of Iniquity} the way of 
Life and the way of Death; I moſt humbly and moſt earneſt- -. 
ly beſeech our moſt Gracious God for hisSon Chriſt Feſws's 
ſake, to give you a right underſtanding inall things, and to - 
preſerve you continually in' the way of Truth, Holineſs, . 
Righteouſneſs, and Life Everlaſting. Amer. 
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"N the Precedi > Savthotia > I have proved theſe ſix 
thin at by God's ſpecial appointment all 
OREN Ave to read and learn the Scriptures, for 
hats Edification in Faith and good Lhe, and 
therefore 'tis both fooliſh'and ——_— or —_ Man to 
take. upon him to give reaſons w gs e ſhould 
| not read them. 2, The reaſon this, _ that 
| aw the 5, es we have eternal life, as our Saviour 
roy us; which St. Pasl explicates more particularly, 
laying, 7hat they make we wiſe unto ſalvation, that 1s, 
apes reach us all things neceſſa Ga ws our = ele ind 
waiſb ue unto all 'y 

_ th "oo Tenia for good amr ws 
t the SCT1ptures eat eater mn , 
kane) ehog= an > pore Doritieey ſo-that if there were 
no other Writings nor InftruQtions in the 'World but 
the Scriptures alone, yet we ſhould not want any thing 
neceſſary to eternallife. 3. Thatwe are not'to believe 
any thing with Divine Faith, 'but what is clearly con- 
rained | 1n+ Scripture, for ſuch a belief ' is a Duty be- 
M 2 ate 


The Legacy of 
longing to God alone : and 'ris the greareſt and moſt 
acceptable Duty and Sacrifice we can perform unto 
God, to captivate our urderſtandingsin Obedience to 
Faith ig-Gad ang thezefore to.give this principal Di- 
vine Sorvice unto Man, is high Idolatry ; and conle- 
quently to believe in the Apoſtles themlclves had been 
great Idolatry,had not Clri t fi ly aſlpred us, That they 
ſhould = wm Hol Ghoſt ro Zan them into all 
Truth. wego not believe 
in the A hes, bur ia God the Haly 
Gholt pea An nf 167 IG. af find 
St. P very ag, IEMELT and declaring to 
'the people what he delivered as from the Lord, and 


what he delivered. as from: F 4 > Hpngh.t be was 


—— 
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Clergy diſtin om the Laity. - But there-is ao ſuch 
thing as Infallibiltty grapted toany, | neither Prieſts nor 
People, nor both rogether.' 6; Grant yetfarther, that 
the word Charch in' Scripture ſhould fignific the Cler- 
gy, and a promiſe of '/afallbility —z to- them as - 
Succeſlors re cy yh ch. yer the {ame N_ be- 
ing made, and ame Authority given to 8 Apo+ 
0 ake.” be Succeffor of $t. Petey and bis Clergy, 
cannot from hence challenge any .more Iafallibility; 
than' the Succefſors of the other Apt les with/ their 


0d grant 
Sou: Promiſe to St. Peter rugs germs 
yea and to St. Peter's Succeilors ; alfoi("tis'am- 
Mble from Scripture to. prove either 'of theſe; but 
it paſs ſo) let us now fee bow the Papiſts.can from- 
ae, f6x this Infallibility to the Biſhop-of owe; and 
his Churches. . For I haveſhewed:. you from Scripture 
wang doubtleſs is of better Authority than any WHi- 
ings the Papiſts.can bring far St. Perer) that Koweivr 
comprilidents Paul's Jurifdiction , and that he lived, 
| and preached and -there. But: we will paſs. 
S over Fcbis alſo;-and yield.to St. Peter's: Juriſdidtivn Over- 
| the whole World. ' Whar then e- Then St. Peter was 
- Bifbop of Rome, and: (etled his Succeſſor: there. Ane* 
how dothe Papiſts prove this ? They anfwer, that mas 
ny authentick Hiſtorians -2ellchem is this all theie- 
Broof! ? Homane Teſtimony fromHiſtory,; &Sthis af1ffi- 


cient: 


ſitles, 


* | 1 


cient foundation for a prime Article of Fairh, on which 
depends the Salvation of all Chriſtian Souls ? 1s this a 
ſure Rock, or rather a bank of Sand, ro build their In- 
fallibility upon? Do not the ſame Hiſtorians relate,thar 
St. Peter was Biſhop of Anrioch? and we have more 
reaſon to believe Hiſtory for this ; becaule the Scripture 
tells us he was there," but nor one tirtle of his ever be- 
ing at-Rowe, but ftrong Preſumptionsto the contrary. 
St ilabe by the Ads * ſpeaking ſo much of St. Pau/'s go- 
bu. nprmge th 'hath not one. word of St. Peter's, who 
piſts believe ) ſo eminent an Apoſtle 
—_ Mt NG, ſomewhat neglected by St. Zuke, 
hes makes me ſulpeR'St, Zuke was ages of their Opi- 
- And ſhall we accuſe St. Pau/allo for want of - an 
moo or civility never to mention St. Peter in all thole 
his particular and numerous Salutations'to and from 
others-in his Epiſtles ? we. muſt not think that theic 
Tort uarrel at Lutioch, where St. Paul withſtood St. Peter, 
uck fo long in his mind as to omit all Salutation to 
' himin Foam... Epiſtles. We ought rather in charity 
. to St. Paul, tobelieve St. Peter was not at Rome. And 
truly methinks the Papifts themſelves, who Yetend ſo 
orach ho honour St. Peter,” do him no ſmall dichonour in 
affirming him to be at Rome, when'St. Pas! anfwered 
for himſelf before Nero the firſt time, St. Paul com- 
Fm. ho g that no man ſtood with him, bur all forſook 
And =? ierigny which the Papiſts rely on 
Peter s being Biſhop of ome, ſpeak true in the 
:; of-- time,” then he' was at Rowe when 
c_— feſt ered) before Nero : And who would 
not rather diſtruſt theſe Hiſto than prog wrt Sr. Pe- 
ver xr Forlook St. Pazl, awhen' he anſwered before Nero. 


"whoever confiders well all theſe weighty cir- 
 cumſtances 


FOOTER 7 PER ALL "EP ; 6 ba RY Es tn OL IING wr eo UE? ea on " T7, "Ty, Lak 2 
Þ jo 4 > rg NG p ONS 5 Eh ODOR Ys 2 INN St. Ns 7 PESO 283-4 bY, ona eg Is t 2 SET RE PS Eee SDS 5 gy a, Ys” AR AG Furs > ce. "Wo oi IS 3 ” L oe x F 
$A Eg 8s L-- fe Lon 3 oe FO nts CoA Ieatt £ as AL bp, 5.57 hs Tn 4. 2 ts nt 0; BE , ?  - : Fl Fi Tg 
2 PS Ie Bio ne yak I) Hoang De Re , C2 ; {Oe oe + F4 
” y £ ink _—_ M4 , 4 n 
«* : j q £ ; 
N , > 
7M F 


cumſtances from Scripture, may think them more pon- 
derous, than the Relation of Hiſtorians, for his bang 
Biſhop there ſo many years, In which Matter,if the fir 
Hiſtorian was miſtaken, others that wrote after, per- 
chance to ſave themſelyes the trouble of confuting him, 
and not fore-ſeceing any evil conſequence ariſing thence, 
followed that track, and ſo the Error ran on too far to - 


Circumſtances are ſo mu 


[ 
wh 


aw 
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underſtood, whomSr. Peter appointed his firft Succeſſor 
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at Rowe, to yer pe he bequeathed bis liable Legn- 
Cy "The Papiſts themſeyes cannor agree uponir ; fone 
tay Clemens, ſome Zinus, ſome Cletws: Are we not then 
ar a rare pals for St. Peter's infallible Succeſſor, when 
they cannor affure us who was the firſt, to whom Sr. Pe. 
rer fron this Intallibiliry ? For ought Fknow, this Jewel 
migit be loſt in the ſcuffle, and'1o none. of them had 


{ abrevver; finding thePapiſts ſo vacertainin fo prime 
MW ens makes me to doubt other chings alſo. And: 
_ rherefor ogy veg 'to ſee the-formof Sr. Peter's 


ors: For rhis is a ctear Calc, 

ny: Officer: if thefundamearal 
& oi not colerved, rhe Ele&ion is void. 
pap then he ro of Sr. Perer's eſtabliſhment, for 
rheeletion of his. Sueceſfors. | The: | incipal Authors 
: An itfeems this Sto- 


trutk 3 es Chi ns $ have Liza to 


be he x, are forc'd toſalve up their Story, 
by oe rk 0 out, of modeſty wo I not ac- 


the Biſhop of Hereford. 

is.9.8 great loly for their intallible Suceellop to Wt 

cer. ' CRE ; H wt | ; 

But which way ſoever this Buſineſs was carxicd at firſt, 
tis evident, that Tis. carried clean otherwile naw, - Far 
at firſt; either St. Peter named his Succeflar (as moſt pro- 
bable in Reaſon, and by Hiſtory alſo, } or he was. choſen 
- by the Clergy alone, as many thiak ; for that Cuſtom 
ſcems to have: continued a while 1g the Church , the 
People-being but few, and bearing wondertul Reyerence 
to their Paſtors , were wholly governed by them in all. 
things, Or he was cholen by the Clergy and People 
both; for after Langpds o. were grown numerous, they 
grew allo fagious, and would not receive ſuch Paſtors 
raking upon themſelves a ſhare inthe EleQion : And this 
was ſo generally pradtiſed in all Churches, that at lengt 


he was not allowed a lawful Paſtor, 'that was not 'thus 
choſen, Now which way of all theſe , St. Peter's Sug- 
| cefſor wascholen ar firſt, and afterwards for hundreds of 
| years, this is evident; That the Eleion now is quite 
{ otherwile, chan it was for many hungred years z for now 
| heischolen by a feleft company of Cardipals, an Order 


of in former 


els 
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ſay he is noPrieft. So wheri 's _ 


#1 
"Is | 
1 


The Try of 


cobfermed to ihe primitivepradtice,cheEleQion beingrheo, 
as before related, either by - the Clergy (no Bilbop deing 
excluded, as how ) or by all the C ergy and People both. 
Moreover, put the caſe theſe Cardinaly ſhould be divided 
m their Election, -and (et up' ſeveral Popes. as they have 
done, whoemained fo ſeveral years, therefore may many 
more; whole Infallibility then muſt we rely on ? If you 
tell me, this may happen, how-evef he be choſen, pardon 
me, not if he be choſen and nominated by his Predeceſſor, 
asin all probabiliry, and beſt of Hiſtory, 'Sc. Peter 5 Guc- 
ceſſor was. © But ir maybe again replic | That the Prede- 
ceflor may die afudden death, and then weare to ſeck ; ; Or 
if other Biſhops chuſe him, they may be divided ; or if 


 Clergyand People are to make the Election, they al lo may 


be. dif-joynted and divided ; and thus we are to ſeek as 


well as in the Cardinals s Diviſion. All this is true ; and 


for all theſe probable confuſions, I cannot think  G d left 
his Church'41n this confuſed manner, fo as doubring S>uls 
cannot tell'to whom to make their addreſs, to be reſolved 
in Matters of Salvation. | 
- Again,” their Council of Florence determined and decla- 
ed; That the intention” of the Minifter is requifite to the 
effeC | of ever \y Soone y 
Prieſts ſhould pronounce the words of Conſecration in the 
Lord s Supper, Por) not intend to confecrate the Bread,then 
*'tis no Sacrament, but the Bread remains bare Bread ſtill; 
becauſe he dig nor inrehd to conifecrate it, ( I pray you, 
nembert Nave OCe: maIo mentiod ir again 
n any 'the words for or- 
ent ook doth not anternd really'to ordain, they 


ſhop, ſeeming to 


eonſecrate another Biſhop, (a doth - 
tend his Conſecration!; ; bench dies ti Man Hh 
Nh made tho! out the iatenti- 


ON, 


aiment: As for nn es He oneof their 


on 
> $27. 


Wer 
Pens os 


de . 


on, having noeftet. From hence *tis evident, That if 
the Biih»p that conſecrated the Pope, did not intend to 
make him Bithop, he 15 none ; or-if the Biſhop that conſe- 
crated that Biihop that conlecrated the Pope, ' did not 1n- 
tend ic, then he was nv Buhop,and cdnſequently-could not 
conlecrate a Buhop, he being none himtelt. So that going 


back tram Biſhop to Buhop, ' if one of a hundred inprocels 
of time hath. failed of intention, then there can be no afſu- 


rance that this Mad is really a goes 5g P.pe. Now con- 
ſidering how many deviliſh wicked Biſhops have been 
among them, 'tis more than probable, ſome one of them 
| hath minded the bulinels of his Conſecration no more than 
.a Horley nay, perchance in-the wickedneſs of his 'heat, 
hath laughed at tharthiag asa ante 4 asthat blal- 
phemous, deviliſh Pope, laughing, aid, O quextam nobis 
profuit hec Fabula Chriſti! Wiat, mighty. advantage hath 
_ _ that Fable of Chrilt brought uato us ! But whether he re- 
ally intended Conſecration or no, [that being i 'the ſecret 
of his own heart alone, is impoſſibleto be known by ano- 


ther. "Tis then moſt evident, we cannot poſſibly haveany ' 
aſſurance that ſuch a M:a is a Prieft, Biſhop, Pope, and St. 


Peter's Succeſſor ; and if he be not St. Peter's Succeſſor, 
then his- Determinations (ignifie nothing, as the Papiſts 
_ confeſs. Where thenis their afſuranceof any:Pope's 'nfal- 
 Tibility, having ns afſ+:rance thar he is Pope,Bilhop,or Prieſt ? 
Can any Man think God's infinite Goodneſs and Provi- 
dence, would leave his Church in-ſo great diſtraion, as 
| the Papiſts belief of their op Infallibiliry embroils us 
' 1n? No certainly'; but-God 
way, his holy Scripture, in ſearching of which with fince- 
rity and hymility, we ſhall beſureto findeternal life , for 
God reſifteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 

I haveadefire togoyeta little farther. And let us ſup- 
pole there were Iafallibility ſettled -in:the Church of Rome ; 


N 2 F 


th leftrus a ſhort and lafe - 
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1 I deſire. to know particularly, whete: is ro > be found, 
Here we ſhall find the Papiſts ara great ſtand. Some lay, 
?Tisn the Pope alone, {ome in a General Council alone, 
fomeſay, in Pope and Council together, Nay, fome will 
farthertell you, That whether Pope, or Council, or both 
rogether decree any thing, lj yg that Decree is nor obliga- 
tory in any National Chun as for example, in the 
Church of #rexce, ) unleſs the Church of race fave ap- 
po -and_ received that Council. 'You fee, ar what a 
we are ſill for Infallibilir , they. themſelves are not 
dre where be found. Bur certainly, of theſe 
ſeveral Opinions (Tpaſs over rhe fourth ) it is moſt 
jonal, andcoherentto chair firſt Principle, That the In- 
ibility 1s fixed inthe Pope, whom they all grant to be 

St, _ 'sSucveſſor z forehus inkalbflicy beidg originally 
| hore St. Peter, *tis rhoſt coherent to this, that it 
(d defornd to this Succelſor.). Beſides, 'chey thar would 
have itn the : aid om T | fs That the 


the ; ſorhar: F he doth 
othg 1 andomirmal the Dees they ure of no 


x Pope alone, the 
this an Y bo! ePoper ee | 
Dragan y ing remem- 2 
ber what told you but now, thei Ns + oa 
\of any mars: _ ing rightly Pope, ch requires ſo many 


But now after all theſe inoumerable difficulties and 
perplenities td find out wheretthis Tnfallibility lies, I mect 
with another grand difficulty, yea, asgreat as alt chele 


; . t . For, if weconlider whar ftranpe, horrid, 
Creicuris have been Popes fine the Crrarion of 


the World thee havent been [9 Fama I oy 
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and devilliſhly wicked) what poſſible aſſurance then can 
be found ſufficient to make us believe the Iafallible Spirit 
of the Holy Ghoſt inhabits ia ſuck Dens of uncleanneſs 
and cruelty , as the Breaſts of ſuch deteſtable Monſters 
of Iniquity. To believe the high incomprehenſible my- 
ery of our Saviour's incarnation, That the Omnipotenr 
Divine Nature, and the weak Nature of Man are united 
in one Perſonof Chriſt, is ſure a thing of very hard be- 
lief, and requires the expreſs Word of God to make vs 
to ſubmit and captivate our underſtandings in obedience 
to it. What then can be ſufficient to make us believe 
= this, fo ypoeryr ens ra 6 toall reaſon, That the All- 
= | aur and All-holy Spirit "a God, and the ſpirit of the- 
evil thould be united. in the heart of ſuch abominable 
Popes ? What can captivate our hearts to this belief ? F 
confeſs we are to ſubmit to God's Word; though ic ſeem 
ever ſo contrary to reaſon, I dare not ſay otherwiſe. But 
then I beg leave to ſay, That I may requize to {ce the 
Word of God for this as plainly, and as expreſly as we 
ſee the Sun in a clear Sky at Noon, Gideon, as it is {et 
forth Jed. vi. after that God had plainly declared unto- 
him by an Angel, That he ſhould conquer the Afid/anires,. 
and had confirmed his Word by that miracle of Fire riſing 
out of the Rock, and conſuming the Sacrifice; yet pre- 
ſumed to require of God a farther afſurance, by a Mira-- 
ele of Dew filling a Fleece of Woel, yea,: and afterthar 
{© © third Mirade of having the Fleece dry, and all the 
ground wet round about it ; and the great goodnels of 
| "God hearkened'to him in all. T hope then the inhoite- 
goodneſs of God' would not be angry if I ſhould deſire 
one, two, or three evident aflurances to-make me believe. 

e thing ro-bhumane reafon , far more impoſſible than his. 

kia oak. the Ufidianites, God was gracioully. pleaſed 

to affure us by. his beloved Diſciple Sti Joby, of the Incar- 


- nation; 
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nation of his Eternal Son, that he had heard,ind ten, nd 
looked upon (the Original word 1s Etaotute, wv hilh lig: 
nifies confideringly- io-oblerve) yea, and lis hands had 
handled the Word ofLife: all which put togeiber, is as 
compleat an aſſurance as can be imagined ; and all chis to 
aſſure us of the Uiioa of the two Natures, Divine and 
Humane in one Perion, as I laid betore and er ihe Di- 
vine and Humane Natures are not fo extreamly o; poſitcas 
the Spirit of God, and the ſpirit of the Devil. May we 
not then in all humility deſire to hea, to ſee, narrou ly 
obſerve, yea, and handie with our hands tome fi: m Evi- 
dence of rhis Union of the Spirir of God, and the ipu ut of 
the Devil in the heart of Pope Mexander the (ixth, guilty 
of .Rapine, Murther, Inceſt, and all other Abowinati-ns 
imaginable? Let then the Papitts ſhew us from St. Joh», 
or {ome other Apoſtle, (ome Rich tull Evidence as this cf 
St. Fohs, for this incredible Union, and I ſha'l ſubmit ; 
but certainly never till I hear, ſec, and handle it: let them 
believe what they pleaſe, BE 

- Having thus, as1 ſuppoſe, given you ſufficient reaſons | 
to take you off from fo long a Journey as to Rome, to con- 
ſult his infallible Holineſs the Pope : Perchance you will 
ask me to whom then you are to make your addreſs for 
the determination of fuch doubts and diſputes as ma 

ariſe 12 matters of Religion; Hath God left his Church 
without any Head to guide and govern it? No certainly, 
.we.havea Head and Guide Infallible,Chriſt Jeſusour Lord. 
Butheis in Heaven, we cannot aſcend thither, nor muſt 
we expect miraculous Voices from thence toanſwer us: 
IT grant it , for there is no need; Hearken to St. Pas!, 
Rom. x. 6, 7,8, 9. Say not in thine heart, who ſball aſcend 
#nto Heaven? (that is, t0 bring Chriſt down from above.) Or 
who ſhall deſcend into 5 hey! Fs is, to bring up Chriſt 
again from the dead.) But what ſaith it ? The Hord i nigh 


thee, 


. 


ic Dip of Fen 7 


thee, even inthy month, andin thy heart: that is; the Hord 
of faith which ne preach, That if thou ſbalt var $/e with thy. 
mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſbalt believe mm thine heart , 7 hat 
God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou fhalt be ſaved. 
You have Chriſt's Word at hand, God be bleſſed tor ir, 
tis daily before you : It thou ſhalr confeſs with thy mouth, 
and believe with-thy-heart what is there-plainly ſet forrh,; 
thou ſhalt be ſaved : You have God's Word for it in feve- 
ral places, as | have thewed you, and that there is nothing” 
more neceſliry to be believed : and if you will not believe 
God's Word 1a this, you-will not believe though one roſe 
from the dead, nor though an Angel deſcended from 
Heaven. And as tor doubts and diſputes there is no need, 
lay them by z nay, there is hurt in them, for they gender 
ſtrife of words, from whence cometh exvy, railings, evil ſur- 
miſings, 1 Tim. vi. 4. I haveoften told you, What isnece(- 
fary, is plain, wirhour diſp:te : But you fry , The 
common. people do not underſtand half "HH uarterof 
the Scripture, as it there lies ; What then ? "Tien tis ne.” 
ceſſary to inftru& them further. In the Name of God do 
ſo: make them underſtond as much as you can of Scrip- 
ture, the more the better, though not neceſſary. And [ 
dare affirm. That whoever believes explicitely as much 
as he underſtands of Scripture, 'though it be not the hun- | 
dredth part of it, and believes all the reſt implicitly, that 
15, believes all thereſt to be true, becauſe God ſpake it, 
and allo pradtiſes according to that hedoth underſtand; 
that man ſhall be ſaved - And this 1 will undertake to 
make good againft all 'the Wiſe and Diſputers of the 
World : But if any man will be contentious, we have nb ſuch 
cuſtom, nor the Charches of God, 1 Cor. xi. 16. 
Tis probable you may ObjeR, It often happens, thar 


had . 


Diſputes do ariſe both. among the People, and among the 


, 
[ 


Prieſts alfo, and: though the things diſputed be a+] 
os | ary 9) 
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ſary, yet tis. neceſſary ta. haye lame of Autbority to de 
termine and compote them ; ocherwile great Dilorders and 
Tumults may follow. . Nodoubt bur reitleſs and perverie- 
ſpirited men will raiſe Dilputes and Troubles, where there 
is no ground for them; yet there will be no need ro deter- 
mine the truth on either fide 3 but rather ro compel both 
Parties to peace and quiet, that neither caule difturbance 
to Church or State z and this belongs to the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate and his Authoricy. For 'tis not the determinatiun 
ofPrielts or Pope, will keep ſuch buſie-bodies quiet ; they 
will as readily diſpute their determination. Was it not 
ſointhe Aries diſpute which was determined by that fa- 
mous Council of Ne, yea, and confirmed allo by the 
Emperor's Decrec ? yer all without effe&, the rien: Rtifly 
maintaining their Opinion hyndreds of years after. We 
ſee then og terminations\ar8 as frujtle(s 2s needleſs. 


years of Chriftianit 
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= FL 
eb Hef 
<LOEF 


x I D, y 
"4 x 
| at . \ 
EY - 5 . 
ALI bo 8 * x 
- < "od <8 E 
5 % - 


: the Biſhop of PIESIOLN, Or. 
| files Creed, but only explained ſomethings in that more 
tully : and whoever believed and ſubſcribed ro that Creed 
Pa 7a for an Orthodox, a true beheving Chriſtian. Doubt- 
lels ſo many Learned and Godly Biſhops would not omit 
any thing neceſſary to Man's Salvation. Let us then hold 
fad ta that , for now I hope all was compleated : The Bi- 
ſhop of Keme, as well as other Biſhops, approvedand ſub. 
fcribed to this. Weall profeſs that NVicene Creed + and 
1f that Creed was ſufficient to ſave all Chriſtians then, ſure 
it will ſaveall Chriſtians now. Why then do they require 
us now to believe more, Purgatory, praying to Saints, and 
a thouſand. other things, whereot there is no mention in 
the Niceze Creed or Council. The Papiſts will anſwer, 
Becauſe many oppoſe them now,but nobody oppoſed them 
before the Council of ice. They anſwer moſt truly : -no 
man oppoſed them before, and why ? becauſe no man 
profeſſed them before. Theſe are new matters of a later 
hatching , no man in theſe. days fo much as dream't of 
| ſuchthings. | But 'ris not at all to our purpoſe, whether 
any- then profeſſed them, or any oppoled them: for be 
they true, or be they falſe, there 1s. no neceſfity to believe 
them. 1his is true, or elſe all the Biſhops of that Council 
were fowly. to-blame.in not puttingrthem into their Creed: 
from whence 'tis evident, they thought them not veceſ- 
lary then, and ſo may we. fafely'think now. But the 
Papiſts farther Obje&, Many damnable. Hereſies may arife, 
which the. Fathers of that Council being no Prophets , 
could not. foreſee : I grant it ; What then? why then-it 
will.be neceflary to Jupprels them: I grant this allo, 
and earneſtly delire it. Suppreſs whatever is new (er vp, 
bur ſet up no more new as neceſſary to be believed. This 
15 the Point we ſtill hold to : Men were ſaved, and may 
ſtill beſaved without believing more. Till they can con- 


fute me ta this, their talk is vain and without weight. 
O And 


92... The Loy 
And thus all, both Men and Womeh: may 'be Mite © to 
iow the.mouth of Pa; piſts with their own Argument , 
when they cry.unto 6 in their abſurd 'wonted man ner. 
Hear the Church. You muſt believe as the Church believes; 
anſwer, Yes, you do believe as the Church believes, 25 
the Church and Council of Vice believed ; you hold eve- 
ry Articleof.their Creed. Tis you Papifts who 479m 
not. as the. Church 'and Cound of Vice believed , 
.havealtered the Faith, and haye builta great deal of Woot 
Hay, Stubble.upon the old” foundation, which can never 
abide the trial of Scripture. From whence 'tisevident you | 
arethe Hereticks, for you have wilfully ta oy: to your | 
ſelves ſeveral Qpinions contrary to Script ich you 
profeſs toibe.the Word oe o0d ; and. erefote you are, 
. according toSt. Paw, au! mixgila, condemned of your 
{elves for you acknowledge therule, and yet go onin 
your will. worſhip contrary to the” rule. | 
._ YetnotWithſtanding als that T have ſaid here , I declare 
.this , When there are ſeveral A 


Diſputes in a 
Nation about Matters -in Re ligion, the 'Supream Magi- 
Arates and Church-Governou Prudence thi ow - 
that are.to enter. into pl: aces of 1 q = I Qt hurch © 
to ſubſcribe to ſuch Anticles as they conceive 


ducing thereto.; and he that refule refuſe 
EFAP 2 NO ME os 1theT-1 hey ay 
FT: $; VI is a t Fg Effate; he is as free Ln, 
no. man'be Tequir to believe 
ing exnecctary os Sabration, but what is plainly 
| eli Serprun, an ior nll ne 
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A IY concerning the H oly Satrament of 
_ the Lord's Oupper, which I png in 


the AS. . 


Good Reader, 


Ou muſt firſt gaderſtand, What it is to. take a ſayi ing 
ina Literal or a LD urative lence. For are) It 
a Man take a Stick 3 in his 


t. foran Fu, ST Hoek” = Ba all 
that 1 | Jethe $ w_ 5 totake.many 

things. D by in a Figurative ſence, for it would bo 
cont -roall Reaſon andReligion, to take them ina Li- 
teral. ſence. As whenour Saviour aid, . { am the: Door, -no 
Man conceives ; Chriſt to: be/areal Door, . and therefore he 
takes it in a Figurative fence, by way-of compariſon toa 
Door.; that as a Door is. the entrance into aHoule, fo 
Chriſt tells us, he is the Door, the entrance for us. into 
Heaven 4.no Man canenter there, but- by. him, and his Me- 
rits,So. Chriſt BO amthe heal hes came down from Hee> 


Ven; 


SE 


1 _ The Legagy of 


ven; no Man takes this in a Literal ſence, according to 
the uſual meaning of the word Bread, for real Bread, bur 
by. way of compariſon, as-Bread nouriſhes our Bodies, tv 
. Chriſt is come down from Hzaven to nouriſh our Souls. 
Again, Chriſt taking Bread in his hand, faid, 7s i my 
Body : We know that Bread is not Chriſt's real Body ; we 
thereforeconceive Chriſt means a compariſon ; that as this 
Bread is broken and bruiſed under your teeth, and (o pallcs 
down into your breaſt to nouriſh your Body, ſo my Body 
ſhall be broken, bruiſed and killed, that by my Sufterings 
and Death, your Souls may be nouriſhed to eternal Lite. 
'In all reaſon we muſt conclude thus, unleſs Chriſt had ſaid 
ſomerhing more, to make us think orherwiſe ; for we have 
no other way to underſtand any thing Chriſt ſpoke, bur 
according to the Rule of Reafon, which God hath given us 
to ſpeak and underſtand all things. But the Papiſts, who 
underſtand the former words, 7 am the Bread, in a Figura- 
tive ſence,meerly becauſe their Senſe and Reafontells them, 
that Chriſt is not real Bread, yet will needs underſtand 
+ theſe words, 7h i my Body, in a Literal ſence, That the 
Bread is made Chriſt's real, ſubſtantial Body, though their 
Senſe and Reaſon tells them, 'tis ſtill real Bread, for which, 
I defire them. to give me 'a farisfying Reaſon ; for in all 
appearance,both Affirmations are ofthe ſame nature. Cer- 
'tainly then they muſt ſhew us ONT Rave that in- 
duces them totake the two forms of ſpeech fo very Uiffe- 
rently, being inthemſelves both alike.-- Firſt, From Rea- 
for no Motivecan poſſibly be found}, for, by Reaſon, 'tis 
_ equally hard to underſtand Chriſt to be Bread, asBread to 
be Chriſt. - Secondly, If, according to Religion, we capti- 
vate-our Reaſon, in obedience to Faith, is as eafie to be- 
eve Bread to be Chriſt, as Chriſt to be Bread, 
_— And tis very impertinent heretoralk of God's infinite 
Power, how that can effe& things impoſſible to Reaſon, 
EF] | Th for 
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for we moſt readily grant ir. And-therefore the Papitts 
do as. falſly as foolithly accuſe us of Unbeliet, and that we 
are wholly guided by our Realvn, and deny the Bread to 
be Chriſt's Body, becauſe our Reaſon cannot comprehend. 
it. | Do not we believe, God created all the World of no- 
thing, three Perſons to be one God, God and Man to be one: 
Perion, Chriſt ? Sure theſe. are harder to believe, than 
that God:can changeBread into his Body -and we would: 
more readily believe this,than the former higheſt Myſteries, 
had wethis miraculous change as plainly fet forth in Scrip- 
ture, as thoſe Myſteries greater and harder to be believed. 
Let them then plainly ſhew us in Scripture, that Chriſt 
changed'the Bread into his Body, and we thall as readily 
believe it asthey : but they barely tell us, Chriſt faid of the: 
Bread, 7 his « my Body ; and we again tell them, Chriſt 
ſaid, / aw the Bread: They require. us to g OE to: 
be a miraculous change, and we likewiſe require them to 
believe the ſecond to be as miraculous a-cliangey they re- 
fuſe the ſecond, ſo we refule the firſt; why ror ? Fhis is the: 
thing -we till urge, to ſhew us ſome compelling Motive. 
why they make ſuch an infinite difference: between thele: 
two ſayings,” when the-forms of ſpeech are both the ſame ; 
yetthe one muſt infer a mighty /miracle, the other none at 
_ all, but as familiar'a Figure as may be; Had our Saviour: 
taken imto-his hand a picture of a Face, -and ſaid,. Zhis ic my: 
Face , what Man could imagine he intended; 7 his pittare is 
changed into-my real ſubſtantial Face # but rather undoubted- 
ly conceive he meant,;:7 be: repreſerits my. Face * And: juſt 
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Bur no now-roſhew how willing WE are/to beliexe Chriſtin in 
this or anythingelſe, be ivever ſo much agaiaſt ourrealon, 
we. will 'narrowly examine.andoblerve all circumſtances 
ihtheinftitutionof this blefſed Sacrameat,and lee if WE.can 
find any. conſiderable motive to encline us. to this miracu- 
lous changeof tranſubſtanciating bread into Chriſt's Body. 

Is the-firft place, let us.refle& onthe pos ov typeof 
this Sacrament, which was the Sacrifice of Melchiſedet, King 
of Salem, when he met fbrahew:coming from tl i Viaor: 
over the NY Kings, mentioned Ges. 14-18. nd Mel. 
chiſedek, King of Salcms, brought: forth bread ad wine. This 
Melchiſedek was a; Prieſt: of: che moſt high God. And: Heb.7. 
the Apoſtle at large: declares, Thar Chriſt was a Prieſt 
of 'the lame! Order with Melchif get, in all things-typi- 
fied: by Melch;ſedek. Now what Sacrifice: did Mech: 

ſedek. offer uy unto- the! moſt' high: God ? Bread and 
_ real; ſubftantial Bread: and Wine: Doubtlel then 
from hence: weſhould conclude, rar ry ems a Prieſt 
ofithe lame Order with Melchiſe edek, (h 


' You ſee then that thus 
oftheJews, Was there 


any 


OY 
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any Tranſubſtantiation in - the” By TR act: ame 
We cannot then from the Tots Sera ir Sts q 
bint ot | ge ptoraearegs in ours. | 


OR.” , Let us ati i this Sacrament in -it fell, 
what was our Saviour's intent in the inſtitution of it, [| 
which. certainly ſhould be a great, and the beſt guidero 1 
us in this bu ineſs. *Tis evident by ſeveral Scriptures, j 
that it was inſtituted to commemorate.our Saviour's Paſ- 
ſion and Death , Chriſt expreſly pans it ſo at the in- 
ſtitution , Do obie is remembrance of me ; And St. Pal, 
1 Cor. xi. 26. exprelly declares it lo ; - voften 4s ye ear this 
bread and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death till he come. : 
Now Jet us lee if Tranfubſtantiation do any way ' .help ; 
' towards a fuller __ "N the Lord's Death. Let the 
Papiſts .ſhew this if can, it would ſomewhat en- 
cline us to their Cranſu ftaritiation :: for. my part T pro- 
_ fels ſincerely'it appears to. me quite otherwile. For in 
their -tranſubſtantiated Sacrament, there*is no reprefer 
tarion of qur Saviour's Suffering,nor of his Blood-ſhedding 
and Death: for they affirm his Body |to be there a Spir1 
_ tual Body, impaſſible , .no: breaking of it, no. diviſion 'of 
the Blood om "his Fleth : for they believe Chriſt's Body 
£0 be entirely. Fleſh, Bones, and Blood, the whole Body 
_ under both forms of Bread and Wine, i faith their +54 
Door quia, in the third Part of his Summes, Queſt: 
ALFrs..2, and there: proves it. in bis School-way.. .So a 
- mirheir Sacrament there is-nothing repreſenting,Ch | 
Suffcrings: , nor EI UW Env , for Death': Th. - 
re: 5 


There i is no real ſubſtance broken; - for the ſubſtance © of 
 Breac d, fay i they, is gone, . and 'tis ow Chriſft' $ Body, which 
1s now impaſl ible, cannot be broken. The. Prieſt ſeems to 
break a afer, but tis no real Wafer, *tis Chriſt's Body, 
that is not broken neither : So in truth andreality nothing 
is broken, 'tisbroken, and 'ris not broken. And then for 
the. Chalice; there is no Wine, nor Chriſt's Blood apart, 
'nis Chriſt's Body, entire (as they believe) fo you drink 
the ſarne, both Body and: Blood' together, which befcre 
you have eaten ; and you eat before the very fame which 
you afterwards drink : So hart eating and drinking is here: 
'one and the fame [rare School-devices ). Let vs re- 
tura to our own: Sacrament ; there is' real Bread 2nd 
Wine, the Bread is really broken by the Prieſt as ir 
was by Chriſt, *cis alſo bruiſed under the teeth of the 
on; So the Wine is received a part from the Bread; 
both in a figure, repreſenting unto vs Chriſt's Sufferings, 
eSpace? and Death, and buried i in our breaſts as in 

chre, 
thus you ſee how much better our Sacrament of 
| Es Bread FA, Wine ſhews our Saviour's Sufferings and 
Death, than their rranſubſtan nated Bred and Wine 
Now conſidering, how many figurativ ; 

in the Goſpel, 4 tan cannot but w 
ſubſtantiation with accidents only of- Breed” and Wine 
| hanging inthe Ar, without any ſubſtance of Bread and 
$; Tupp 2b eek, how, this could come into'the head 
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the Biſhop of Hereford. | '99 
into ſuch an obſcure Scholaſtick Sacrament, that you muſt 
ſtudy Logick , Phyſick , Meraphyſick, and School-Divi- 
nity many years, before you can underſtand what they 
would be at , without any Scripture-foundation for this 
their Caſtic ama in _ AIP, a Cot gh MM 

How * cry the its, without any Scripture-founda- 
tion ? Licks me you,into St. Fohx's Goſpel, Chap. 6. 
V. 53, 54, 55> 56- Then Feſws ſeid unto thew, Yerilyverily 
7 ſay unto you, Extept ye eat the-fleſh of the Son of man, and 

Fink his blood, ye have no life in yow. HVhoſo cateth my 
fleſb and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and 7 will raiſe 
bim up at the lafÞ' day. For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my fleſb and arinketh 
»y blood, dwelleth in me, and 7 in him. What can be more 
' plainly expreſt, even to the meaneſt capacity of men? 
Good Reader, I ſuppoſe you conceive that here we are 
hard beſet; for thefe words certainly carry far more ap- 
' pearance for their tranſubſtantiating the Bread into real 
| Fleſh, thanthe bareſaying, 7Þis is my Body ; which, as I 
ſhewed you, is a common figurative way of ſpeaking in 
Scripture. But yet, as our Saviour faith, 7f ye bave 
faith, ge may ſay unto this mountain, be thou removed,  andit 
ſhall be done : So you ſhalt ſee this their mouatain of Obje- 


- 5 


- Come then; my Papiſt Do@ors, Will you have theſe 
words in St. Jobs literal, down right liceral, without an 
figure? I beſeeetiyou then tell me, What becomes of a 
the Laity m your Church? Will you ſend them into Hell, 
Body and Soul for ever,to make good this new-found Tran- 
fubſtantiation ? Doth not our Saviourhere expreſly declare, 
That, Except ye eat the fleſb of the Son of man, ang drink his 
—_— have no life in you: Eat and Drink,mark,and Drink, 
And dothe Lait 

How then ſhall 


'E 
oy Enter into -life'? Muſt none bur the 
Mo Þ- : Prieſts 


eat and drink literally ? no certainly: 


en 


Prieſts be ſaved? Poor milerable Lairy! I am ſure you muſt 
literally be damned for ever to lave Tranſubſtantiation, a 


fad dottrine for you, whatever becomes of your Priefts; 
I fear they will fare little better, that thus blindly lead you 


into this faral ditch "of damnation: . Conſider, I beſecch 
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if you take the bare words in themſelyes withour our Sa- 
viour's Comment upon thent '(whereot we ſhall ipeak.by 
and by.) This then is the thing T pray yotto eonfider > ut 
theſe words in Sc. Joh», which carry to munch a greater ap- 
pearance of real fleth in the Sacrament, = may and-ought 
to be raken, and are taken by the Papitts themlelves in a 
Spiritual ſence; Is it nor a moſt unreaſonable and fencelef 
thing in the Papilts to cry out upon us for taking rivle 
words in St. Matthew,7 bis is my Body, ina ſpiritual fence? 
It is juſt the ſame as for a maf{ that refuſes totake a guilded 
ſhilling for pure Gold ; cries out on me becauſe I will not 
accept of a piece of plain braſs for pure-gold. But ferting 
alide the Papiſts (who take all Scripturesright or wrong, zs 
they ſerve moſt for their turn, and as they blaſphemonſly 
call the Scripture « #ofe of .-ax, fo ule it, and ſhape all to 
their own fancy;) let us now ſee our Saviour's own Com- 
ment on his own words, that is the ſure way to have the 
right ſence of them. I pray you then obſerve how our 
Saviour 1n this Chapter, v. 47. juſt before he began this 
diſcoarſe, prepares his Diictples tor. the ſpiritual under>- 
ſtanding of what follows; by faying, Perily verily 7 fay 
unto you, He that believeth on me bath everlsfting life. Which 
Plainly ſhews, that the words he was going to peak, were 
to be apprehended by Faith, and aor mn x carnal way : for 

as heſaith in this 47 Verſe with a double afſeveration, Ze- 
rily, verily T ſay unto you, He that believeth on me hath ever- 
laſting life: So Verie 53. Perily, verily 7 ſay unto you, Except 
ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye have 
bo life in you, Here he affirms the very fame of eating his 
leſh,as before of believingin him, ſhewing that oureating 
muſt be by Faith, and not carnally, And then again after 
our Saviour ſaw that many were offended at thoſe words 
of Eating his fleſh; to take them off from any groſs:carnal 
A :  appre- 


| 


prehenſion,he tells them, 7hbe words that 7 peak unto you, 
hey are ſpirit, and they are life, 
-_ Afterthatour Saviour had thus inſtructed his Diſciples, 
inthe true ſpiritual ſence of his words,we find it ſo refed 
their Underſtandingsas that when he adminiſtred tothem 
this holy Sacrament, and gave them, that which figura- 
tively he called, hisBody,ro eat, not one of them in the 
leaſt ſcrupled at it ; which doubtleſs ſome one or other 
would have done, had they imagined our Saviour had gi- 
ven hisreal Fleſh. They whe ſtartled at hearing it, would 
much more ataQing it; for their. Faith was not yet (0 
| irong,as to believe ſuch a miraculous Tranſubſtantiation, 
_ as the Papiſts fancy ; and that his whole Body any enter 
in at the narrow.circle of their mouthes. For we lee how 
weakly they Naſgeres at our. Saviour's ReſurreQien, 
though forewarned of it ſeyeral times by him; and they 
had ſeen him alſo raiſe ſeveral others from the dead, yer 
would not believe his ReſurreRion, till they ſaw him, and 
ſcarce then.. - All which plainly ſhews,they took the Bread 
asreal Bread, according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, in remem- 
brance of his Paſfion and Death, and not as his very Body, 
entripg in. at their mouthes into. their breaſts ; -which 
doubtleſs ſome of them would have ſtartled at, as 1 ſaid. 
And can any Man think, but that our Saviour would have 
more particularly inſtruted themin ſo high and wonder- 
ful a Myſtery (asth Papas make of it) before he had de- 
livered them his real Body to eat? he knew well the weak- 
| nefs0f their Faith. Nor do we find St: Paul, when he in- 
ſtructed the Corinthians concerming this Sacrament, .ſay an 
thing, which might give them any apprehenſion of FA Je 
ficult and ſublime a Myſtery, as the Bread. ro:be changed 
into Chriſt's very Body, and. that all which they ſaw, felt, 
taſted, were only meer accidents.remaining, no Man ca2 
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conceive how , and*twere giddinels to believe,unlefs they 
had been particularly and fully expreſt by divine Authort- 
ty ; then,l grant, we ought to believe it, without heark- 
ning to our Senſe or Reaſon,as we do other Myſteries. Let 
the Papiſts ſhew us in Scripture their Tranſubſtanriation, 
and accidents thus remaining, and we will believe all as 

firmly as they. _ Ido not require their fine Schookword 
Tran{ubſtantiation ,. but to. ſhew any.-expreſſion whicte 
clearly imports it, and that ſhall ſuffice. But to believe 
contrary to all Senſe, tro all Reaſon, without divine Afﬀir- 
mation, wefe ſenſleſs indeed, not faithleſs, no Scripture 
requiring this Faith. And that Scripture in St:Fohz,which 
ſeems to ſay moſt rowards it, the Papiſts themſelves take, 
as wedo, 1n a ſpiritual ſence, not literal. What ſhall we 
ſay to thele Will-worſhippers, Will-believers ! Tis meer 
Will-godlineſs for gaia, This new-found Sacrifice, -with 
new-tound Pargatory, brings ſtore of Maſs-griſt to their 
Mill. This we readily, and with: cauſe believe, and ſo do 


oY. | | 

The Papiſts then taking that paſſage in St.Foh», in a ſpi- 
ritual ſenle,. as we do, they have nothing in Scripturefor 
their Trantubſtantiation,but thoſe words, 7 his is my Body , 
which taken. barely in-themſelves, cam fignifie no more a 
ſubſtagtial changes than, 7 am the Breed: Andif we add. 
to the words the Circumſtances of the Inſtitution, or the 
rclation to the former Types, or to our preſent Sacrament 
of Baptiſm ; in none'of theſe we find the leaſt Motive to a 
ſubſtantial change of the Bread, ' but quite contrary, as E 
have ſhewed-you. / Yet, ru you, lerusſee what ſtrange 
ſtuff, and confuſed kindof buſineſs, the Papiſts make with 
this their Tranſubſtantiation.. Wewill talk a little with 
them in their. own Language. TR 
Well, my Friends, letushear how you order this your 
Tranſubſtantiation.. Our Saviour takes Bread in his hang; 


———— 


and: 


F 


hing in i 

gom, that is, an imaginary Species of Bread, in «bftraFo & 
communi. which is a meer School-conceprion, thar hath 

no-other being than in the brain of Man. This /ndividuum 

vegum (we know not what) is Chriſt's Body. Good Read- 

er, Do you underſtand them? I believe, no more than 
do, that is, not at all; What ſtrange Whimlies are theſe 

to enter into the heads of Men, that would paſs for learned 

and ſerious, and in. a matter of ſo great weight ? Beloved, 

Beware leſt any man ſpoil you throwh Philoſophy and wain de- 

ceit, after the traditionof men after the rudiments of the wor1d, 

ang not after Chrift, Col.ii.8. Did Chriſt ever inftru& the 


ST 4 


. 7 ICS 0 6 >. A EL IG o$ KS 1 £0 IG. Lad 3 8 OHA +47 
gay qe en ON SRD oe IR OSS on ee ES I ; 
hes bs Ss 4's 7 SDSS RE rate DIES. 35 On en 6. ng OE” FIRES 5; 5 
8 "es : As 2 IE BL Ie? ADELY FA: ; 
EAT AN I: ; RE RS be 5 BL ES i 
- IR 244 8 "i RI o* 4 - 
x Ls 


7 the Biſhopoſ Hereford 105 


Apoltles concerning chis your {ndroviduum verum, or of ac- 
cidents of Bread,appearing without the ſubſtance of Bread? 
Not atictle of ir. How then ſhould thee abſtruſe School- 
notions come-intoſuch mens illiterate Heads? They then. 
muſt needs underſtand our Saviour, according to the mea- 
{ure ottheir capacity. Wherefore when our Saviourtook | 
Bread in his hand; ſhewed it them, and faid,' 7 his 6 my Bo- 

dy ; they having, no. notion of /adividuem wagum, nor of 
accidents-of Bread hanging in the Air, withour the ſub-. 
ſtance of Bread ro lupport them, (things tobe admired by 

all Mea, underſtood by no Man, nor believed without ex-- 
preis, plain, and divine revelation, which they hadinot,)” 
they muſt needs underſtand this Bread, real Bread.” And - 
al Mcn underſtanding, that-Bread could not be:our Savi- | 
our's real, carnal Body, when our Saviour faid, 7his i my- 
Body, they muſt'needs underſtand, 7 his repreſents my Bo-- 
dy, their Capaciry could not underſtand it otherwiſe, fior* 
their Faith believe it otherwiſe, unleſs ourSaviourhad be-- 
fore tully inſtructed them , which he never did, burquite- 
contrary, Foh.vi. told them, 7he words that 7 ſpeak uitto. 
you, they are ſpirit, and they are life ; ſurely then to be un« 

derſtocd ina ipiritual,and not a carnalſence. Had Chriſt 


ſaid, 7his Bread 7 will change into my Body, thatin « mivacul»uc: 
manner it may enter in at your mouthes, and paſs down into- 
your breaſts,” I hope, the Apoſtles then would; and we now 
ſhould, by God's Grace,readily believer. F believe Chriſt 
to be God ,. and can do what-ever he pleaſes. And I 
humbly conceive, Chriſt would have made ſome ſuch- 
neceſſary Paraphrale on his words , to make the A- 
zoltles' and vs underſtand his meaning ; for cerrains 
y without ſome ſuch divine- Dechration ,, no Mam: 
could ever have conceived, much leſs have believed ſuch - 
a Myſtery, as the Papiſts make of it. Iam ſure, -what-ever 
we find1n Scripture, relating. to. this Sacrament,. _—_— E 
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Apoltles concerning chis your /nd:viduum vegum, Or of ac- 
cidents of Bread,appearing without the ſubſtance of Bread? 
Not atittle of ir. How then ſhould theſe abſtruſe School- 
' notions come intoſuch mens illirerate Heads? They then. 
muſt needs underſtand our Saviour, according to the mea- 
{ure ottheir capacity. Wherefore when our Saviourtook 
Breadin his hand, ſhewed ir them, and ſaid,” 7 his i my Bo- 
dy; they having no notion of /adividuum wagum, nor of- 
accidents-of Bread hanging-in the Air, without the ſub-- 
ſtance of Bread ro ſupport them, (rhings tobe admired by 
all Mea, underſtood by no Man, nor believed withour ex-- 
pres, plain, and divine revelation, which they hadinor,)* 
they muſt needs-underſtand this Bread, 'real Bread. /” And- 
all Mcn underſtanding, that-Bread could not be 'our Savi- : 
our's real, carnal Body, when our Saviour faid, Zhi is my- 
Body, they muſt needs underſtand, 7 his repreſents my Bo-' 
dy, their Capacity could not underſtand ir otherwiſe, tior 
their Faith believe it otherwiſe, unleſs ourSaviourhad be-- 
fore tully inftructed them 5 which he never did, burquire 
contrary, Foh.vi. told them, The words that 7 ſpeak ut;.. 
you, they ave ſpirit, and they are life ; ſurely then to be un- 
derſtood ina ipiritualand not a carnal ſence. Had Chriſt 
ſaid, 7his Bread 7 will change into my Body, that in a miraculous? 
manner it may enter in at your mouthes, and paſf down into- 
your breaſts; | hope, the Apoſtles then would; and we now 
ſhould, by God's Grace,readily believer. F believe Chriſt 
| to. be God , and can do what-ever he pleaſes. And I 
humbly conceive, Chriſt would have made ſome ſuch- 
neceſſary Paraphraſe -on his words , to make the A-' 
ſtles and us underſtand his meaning; for'certains 
y without ſome ſuch divine Declaration ,, no Mani 
could ever have conceived,: much leſs have believed ſuch 
a Myſtery, asthe Papiſts make of it. Lam ſure, -what-ever 
we find 1n- Scriptures. relating. to. this Sacrament,. cart 
Fen my" 
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againſt the Papiſts. St. Pax! inſtructing the Corinthians 
concerning this Sacrament, had likewiſe a fair opportu- 
nity, yea, 85 I humbly. conceive, I may ſay a neceſſary 
obligation rodeclare unto them this Papal hidden myſtery, 
had he believed as they dos, a real change of the Bread 
' into Chriſt's Body. 1 fay , a neceſlary obligation ; for 
St. Paul, As xX.26. expreſles it to be blood-guiltinels,if 

he did not declare unto them all- the Counlel of God, 
That is,/ all myſteries neceſſary for the Salvation of their 
Souls :- it was neceſſary then for St. Paw/to declare to the 
orinthiexs this great and hidden myſtery, if there were 
any ;:Buthedeclares the contrary, telling them it was 
Bread which they did-eat, 1: Cor, Xi. 26, 5s often as ye eat 
is bread; ks Bread is eaten after che words ot Con- 


Ml; 


ſecration. If then it be Bread when we eat, there is no 
change atall. And I pray you, let usobſerve allo St. Pas/'s 
wered unto them what he had receivedof the Lord, to ſhew his 


*, 4 


elity-inthe buſineſs , then proceeds to the form of con- 


_ , feerating:the Bread: And when» he comes/to the Cup, 
he-ſaith, 7 his Gup'is the new 7 eſtar mee nnd. Mark 

_ I-pray you, Hedoth not ſay » This Wine, but, 7bis Cup. 
I. here. ask the;Papiſts, is -this a liceral, or a figurative 
ocd, ſo ſaith the letter; Wine 1s not here mentioned. 
And if.you talk of God's Power, God can as eaſily change 
e Cup into. his Blood, as the Wine. The Papiſts then 
7ll needs-have a figure in this Conſecration, ſo we in 
that of the Bread z for it were abſurd to take one literally, 
and the .other. figuratively, And I preſume the Papiſts 
will not dare to ſay that. St. Pas/here prevaricated in de- 
livering, what he received from the Lord, yet St. Paw/'s 
words differ ſomewhat -from Chrift's;/ but if we take 
them -bgwratively; they.are-in_ eff: the ſame : which 
OE . | plainly 
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lainly ſhews , all here is figurative. - The Papiſts then 
b aving no Scripture expreſſing any ſubſtantial change of 
the Bread, and we having a Scripture clearly expreſſing. 
that it remains Bread after Conſecration ; I ſuppoſe their 
figment of Tranſubſtantiation is ſufficiently confuted 3 
For had we' ten Scriptures declaring the ſame, they were 
of no more force than one. 'In Humane Evidences, many 
2re of more weight than one, becauſe Man may errez 
God cannot. 2 Wk T1 ET TRA 
Yet there want not other Scriptures ſtrongly implying 
a denial of Chriſt's Corporal prelence in the Sacrament. 
Firlt, , Our Saviour at the Inſtitution of this bleſſed Sacra- 
ment, commands his Diſciples to celebrate it in Remem- 
brance of him : -and it ſeems very incongruous to delire- 
men to remember that perſon who is preſent before them. 
Secondly, As iii. 21. St. Peter tells us, 7 hat the heavens 
muſt receive Chriſt, until the times of reſtitution of all things. 
And therefore we ſee, As vii. 56. when he was pleated 
to ſhew himſelf unto that-bleſſed Martyr St. Stephen, he 
did not defcend from Heaven, but opened the Heavens; 
and ftrengthened the eyes of Stephen to: behold. him at 
that great diſtance. Thirdly, Fob. xvi. Where our blefled 
Saviour diſcourſes largely to his Diſciples of going trome 
them, and their grear Sorrow cauſed thereby, he ulesſe- 
veral: Arguments to allay it ; and in concluſion, promiſes: 
to ſend them: the Holy: Ghoſt the Comtorter,, of whom 
they had then bur a very obſcure notion, and could not 
receive any preſent comfort by it: But had our Saviour 
promiſed to return again preſently , and be daily in the 
celebration of his 1aft Supper, (which we find was daily 
celebrated.by the Apoſtles ) | this: would doubtleſs have 
been the greateſt comfort imaginable to them. Who then: 
can doubt but that our Saviour would- have given them 
this great comfort by telling. _ fo, had he intended 
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any ſuch thing as the Papiſts groundleſly believe : But 
of this we find not onetitrle. *Tis| a common ſaying, Ze 
ilt credimus quod volumes , We eaſily bekeve the thing 
we deſire. Wherefore, were there (I donor fay a clear 
expreſſion, bur) any good -intimation of that the Papiſts 
would have us believe, what Chriftian would not moſt 
mh readily catch at it, and believe it with all his 

re? For ſure it would be a gre and daily comfort to 
us to goto the Altar of our bleſled Saviour Jelus that died 
for us, there pr preſent: { as they believe ) and 
there with Afary Magdalen adore him, kiſs thole bleſſed 
feet that were pierted for us, waſh them with our tears, 
and receive them and his whale Body into our breaſts. It 
it be ſaid, All this may as well be done now by Faith : 
I-granr, a lively Faith of this, affords great comfort to 
the Soul ; but whil't our Soul is nnited to the Body, we 
cangot fo refine and ſpiritualize the affe&ions of it, bur 
that we ſhall ftill haoker afcer ſome bodily comfort. And 
verily believe the bodily part of the Papifts Devotions 
to this Sacrament; as alſo to the worſhipping of Saints 
with their Shrines, Reliques, Pictures , and ſuch like, is 
a great means __ Peopke to their Religion. To worſhip 
God in Spirit and Truth only, though it be the only true 
_ Chriftian Worſhip, yet it is a ſublime and difficult thing, 
_ andrequires the Spiritual ſublimarion of Hearts by Grace. 
And this is.the reaton of the Fews ſo often and fo eaſily 
falling away to the groſs Idolatry of the Heathens : And 
m a. great\ meaſure operates in like manner on the Pa- 
piſts. And could we find any warrant in Scripture to 
taveour Souls with ſuch bodily worthip, I believe very 
few of us would be found: fo ſpiritual, asnot ro encline 
_ Wherefore, Zer him that flandeth, take heed I:ft he 


Althis while I have faid nothing of their Idolatrous 
-” adoring, 
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adoring their conſecrated Water, which they will needs 
have to be Chriſt's veal Body. | But it ut be nor, rhen 
they themſelves confeſs (an evident truth withour their 
Confeflion,) That they are as great Idolaters as any Hea- 
thens, adoring a dead Wafer for the ever-living God. And 
1 deſire them allo to remember the Determination of their 
Council of Conſtance {mentioned before inthe Supplement) 
That the intention of. the Prieſt in-Cooſecration of the 
Hoſt, is requiſite to ee their ſuppoſed Tranſubſtantia- | 
tion : wherein, if he fail, they grant that there is noſub- 
ſtantial change in the Bread, nor any Conſecration at. all. 
Now conſidering how -many careleſs, diffolute, yea and 
villainous Prieſts are amongſt them ; 'tis nore than proba- 


> 


ble, that many -of them intend not-at all this'buſineſs, 
' when they areabout it z and ſome, asl aid before,in rheir 
Hearts laugh. at it as a meer Mock ſhew to gull the Spe- 
Rators, who notwithſtanding, with all reverence adore 
the unconſecrated Wafers of thoſe villainousPriefts. All 
which makes their cafe ſo dangerous, that no man of any 
tolerable Reaſon or Conſcience would venture , without 
clearScripture-warrant for it, Wherefore I beſeech them 
roconfider, that we have a. plain text of Scripture againſt 
Tranſubſtantiation, vis. That it is Bread which we eat in 
this Sacraments after the Conſecration of -it > beſides many 
other Scriptures intimating the ſame ; we have both Rea- 
{on and Senice alſo on our fide , which two latter, we arc 
bound to follow, unleſs forbidden by ſome plain text of 
_ Scripturez which they can never ſhew, bringing only one 
figurative ſpeech, viz. 7 his is my body, which they will 
needs have tobe literally ſpoken: whereas there are. many 
more thelike,. which they themſelves take in a figurative 
ſence. And our Saviour's own comment upon this matter, 
Joh. vi. declarcs it ought to be taken ſpiritually and figu- 
ratively. But —_—_— this, put the- caſe that 
2 we 
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we were miſtaken, and they werein the right as to this , 
yet certainly our caſeis far ſafer than theirs ; for they can- 
Not deny that we have great probability of Scripture tor 
us, | nothing direQly againſt us, fo that we have a fair 
Plea to- God for our belief, though erroneous : whereas 
they have no plea, notone tittle of Scripture or Reaſon for 
their erroneous Sacrilegious dilmembring this Holy Sacra: 
ment flatly againſt Chriſt's Inſtitution andCommand,reite- 
ratedagain by St. Paul; Their caſe then is apparently dam- 
 nable. Ifthey anſwer, They have the Commandoof their 
Pope and Church :-1 reply, That if their Pope and Church 
have power to reverle any one part of Scripture, the ſame 
power may reverſe another, and another, and in ſum, All. 
[This is ſuch high Phagaticiſm, as:it were as great mad- 
" neſs in us, .asinthem, to diſcourſe longer with them. 
_ But I hope they are nor all ſo mad, and therefore 1 
ſhall proceed farther to gain ſuch, and knowing that they 
-are great admirers of the Doctors and Fathers of the 
Church, eſpecially the more ancient (though. qur Faith 
1s built wholly on Scripture without them, and therefore 
Idid not intend to make uſe of rheir Authority at all,) yer 
I-ſhall here produce enough togive any moderate Papiſt 
. Full ſatisfaction, Thar their Tranſubſtantiation is againſt 
'the belief of the' Ancient Fathers. of the. true Catholick 
Firſt then I lay this ground * Their Tranſubſtantiation 
plainly and Neaethardly infers Chriſt'sBody to be really and 
FS Ong many thouſand-places at ance, in all 
_ Parts of the World; where: they celebrate Maſs. | Now if 
can bring clear proof from any one eminent Father of 
the true Catholick Church, that Chriſt's. Body cannot be 
in- many diſtin places at once, this Father clearly proves 
Tranſubſtantiation cannot be. St. Auſtin, an eminent Bi- 
hop and Father, was always held Hot only Orthodox, but 
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of great authority in the Church, cited irequently.1n the 
Papiſts Schools to this very day. . And his great Piety and 
Modeſty was 2 great caule of his great Authority ,.tor be 
bore a ſingular Reverence' and Submuſhon ro Scripture, 
ſtill captivating his underſtanding to that. norwas ever 
known to begin or countenance Novelty , but always re- 
verenced the Doarineof the Primitive Church; and there- 
fore moſt worthy to be hearkened to. This famous Bubop 
and Door of the Church, -in his 57 Epiſtle ro Dardanue , 
diſcourſethat large of this point...  .L» quis abique'Dews fits 
hominem quoque lum qui in Deo ſit, ubique diffuſuns dicere 


LLI 


 poſſumus ? Whether or no we wy | ay that God being 
| bei 


every. where, ſo the Man Chriſt being in God,, is allo 
every where, orconfin'd toa certain place ? So. that the 
Man Chrift cannot be-affirm'd to be. both ia Heaven and 
on Earth at the ſame time. And in the diſcuſſion of this 
matter, he ſets down this for a rule z, Cavendum eſt ne ita 
divinitatem ad{truamuns homins, ut veritatem corporis aufera- 


mus, We mult take heed that we do not ſoeſtabliſh the 


Divinity of the Man Chriſt, as to deſtroy the truth and 
reality of his Body , -whichcannot be in ſeveral places at 
once, nor ſo much as in two places at once, in Paradiſe, 
and on Earth ; though his Divinity fill all places at once, 
and is every where, and therefore concludes thus, Chri- 
fſtum ubique toturm preſenter eſſe non dubites tanquarm: Dew, 
& in loco. aliquoceli propter vericorporis modum. Doubt not 
but that Chriſt is who ly preſent every where as God, but 


yet is 11 ſome certain place in Heaven . by reaſon of the 
reality of his Bady. And as Saint uſt: denies that. the 
Body of Chriſt, being areal humane Body, \can-be ia ſe- 
veral places at once z ſodoth he affirm that the Body of 
Chriſt muſt poſſeſs a place ſuitable to. the largenels and 
dimenſions of the Body, with length and breadth in pro- 
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portion to every limb, Cam corpms fit alique ſubſtantia quan- 
fitas ejus eft in magnitudine molis ejus — diſtaniibus partibus 
que ſimul eſſe now _poſſunt, quoniem ſnum queque ſpattum loco= 
rum tenent, minores minora, & majores majora. A Bud 
being a ſubſtance with quantity, this quantity conſiſts 
in the bulk of it, with parts diſtant one trom the other, 
and not confuſedly all together, but each one poſſeſſeth a 
proper place to it ſelf, the leſſer parts a leſſer ſpace, the 
| agen? a'greater, becauſe amplior eff i 
partibus » brevior in brevioribus q in nulla parte tant 
apts per torum. Becauſe the quantity of the longer parts 
15 longer, of thefhorter parts ſhorter ; ſo that the bigne!s 
of the whole muſt needs exceed the bigneſs of any part, 
and penn graſs the ſpace which the whole Body poſſcl- 
fetch, mul Ss be greater than the ſpace of any ore 
part. | Spatia locorum tolle corporibus, nuſquam erunt, & que 
erunt, nec ertint, The proportion and bignels of 
ſpace is ſo becaifary to the proportion and bigneſs of a 
Body with its parts, that if you take away this juſt ſpace 
from Bodies, they cannot be faid to be in any place, and 
to 'fay a Body isnorin any place, | is in effect to fay it is 
not at all. Now you muſt underſtand that all rhis dil- 
courle of Saint Feſtin in this place is concerning immor- 
ral Bodies, and even Chriſt's Body now glorious in Hea- 
ven. For the Qneſtion which Dardanus made, and to 
which Saint Fuſtiz anſwers, was'concerning the being 


, 
- 


_of Chriſt's Body now immortal ,, Whether that could 


be in ſeveral places at once, or is confin'd to one cer- 
tam place? And to ſhew that Saint »ſtin thus under- 
ſtands this Queſtion, his words declare, ſxying, Nam ip- 


' ſm irmortale torpus minus eft in parte quam in toto, 8c. 


For that immortal Body is leſs in a part than in the 
whole, &c. and gives his reaſon, Cum corpus fit alique ſub> 
0 K 


ſtantia, &c. as betore. 
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I ſhall endeavour to make all this alittle plainer to lower 
Capacities. The difterence between a Body and a Spirit is 
this ; A Body poſſcſles a ſpace according to the quantity 
and bigneſs of the Body, each part ot the Body filling a 
ſpace lutable to the proportion of ir. A Body of five foot 
long and a foot, broad, takes up the room of five foo in 
length, anda foot in breadth, and cannot be contai din 
a leſsſpace, each limb of this Body filling us proper place, 
| the Head in one place, the Arm'in anorher,the Leg in ano- 
ther, and {o the reſt , ſo that rwoBodies can't be inthe 
ſame place, nor two parts of the {ame Body in one place, 
But a Body having many hollow pores in it,” as the Belly 
and the Head, and in the moſt flethy parts,as iathe Thigh, 
there is ſome hollowneſs, and porous parts ia the fleſh ; {o 
that theſe parts may be cruſht into ſome-what a leſſer 
ſpace, and thus the Thigh ofeighteen inches about, ma 

be ſqueez'd into a compals of fourteen or fifteen ; and io 
_ thelength of a Body may be cruſht ſome-what ſhorter. Bur 
when a Body is {o cruſht together, as all the hollow and 
porous parts are quite filled, toneh and preſs one upon ano- 
 thergthen youcannot poſhbly contraQirintoa hier ace: 
you can't contract a Man's Body of five foot, into the ſpa 
of an yearling-Child, without deftroying the form of the 
Body ; or ſhould you chop a Man's Body all in.-pieces, and 
put them all confuſedly into a Sack, tis: no:more a Man's 
- Body, but only the ſubſtance andparts which did make a 

Man's Body, whilſt the parts were diftin&, and each part 
_ Poſleſt its proper place. . Now a Spirit 'is-quite otherwiſe. 
An Angel hath no limited quantity or bigneſs, is not five 
nor one foot long, hath neither length nor breadth, is 
neither round nor ſquare, can be meatur'd any way,hath 

no diftinparts of Head, Arms, Feet, - and thus having no 

diſtin parts nor dimenſion, doth nor poſle(s any place ; 
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one Angel, or a hundred Angels, may be contain'd in the 
circle of an inch, as well as a hundred foot, all alike. If 
you deſire re now poſitively to tell you, what kind of 
Aubſtance Angels are, and what kind of Being they have, 
-when they deſcend from Heayen to us, when Iknow, 1 ' 
will tell you. We that have no knowledge of things but 
-by ourſenſes, can give nodiftinRion of Spirits, which are 
, Not at all diſcernable by. our ſenſes ; we know what B»- 
dies'are, we ſee and feel that they are bigger and leſler, 
-havediſtin& parts, poſſeſſing places accordingly. And (6 
.for diſtin&ion-ſake of Bodies from Spirits ; |'we call that a 
Body, which hath this bigneſs and parts, and call that a 
Spirtr, which hath nobigneſs nor parts, nor poſſeſſeth any 
lace ; fo we know Spirits only negatively, that they are 
not Bodies with parts ;_ but what they are poſitively, or 
how they are, we know nor at all. This being premis'd 


in general, we come now to Chriſt's Body in particular. 
There have been Hereticks that afiren's 4 Chriſt had 
not ſuch a Body as other Men, but a kind of aerial, celc- 
ſtial; {piritual Body, fuchas no Man can well underſtand, 
butcallerue Chriftians did and do believe, that Chriſt, 25 
the Scripture ſaith; became feſb of our fleſb, bone of onr bone, 
and: had; in all reſpe&s, a perfe& humane Body of the 
bg Mary, died and roſe again with the ſame humane 
Body,- with fleſh and-bones, as'hehimfelf told 7 homss, the 


- unbelieving Apoſtle, and made him feel and*confeis it was 
{0 * Arid 'as*'he was'perfet Man, fo'was he perfect God. 
Now St.” Huftin gives us this Caution, We muſt not (© 
eſtabliſh the God-head of Chriſt, as to deſtroy his Man- 

hood, but acknowledge both fill ro continue the fame, as 
Chrilt was born'of the Virgin A/7ery; "When he lay in the 
ſapgeras a humatie Child, his God: head filled both Hea- 


venand Earth, "his B5dy"was in orie certain plate,his God- 


head 
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the Catholic err RR 
Chriſt to be perfect Man, to have ſuch a Humane 
as we have, which cannot be in two places at once, ig 
Heaven and on Earth,. nor the head in ogg — od 
where the foot. This Was + 
$00000G thy Cathalick 
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other learoed Papifts, t0 fl 
: And now, I del the Papi 7 


edtoall hi Church, = y then,'1 publiſh- 
ed this flatly cncary to the. roctived Opinion of the 
Church, ſome, or rather many , would have. reproved 
them; but-none: ever-dids; ance or later. Afuredly 
then the Church did not belieye'L antiation z for 
that expreſly.decfarezthe ſubſtance of Bread to bechanged, 
and alſo neceffarily. infers, thaxChriſt's Body is.in many 
| ar.onge,. and £ THIS. hole;Body 4 oained with- 


"3-7 


Ver Rome v 9s; TS. REL 6 a Ws aaa . R _ 4 
NE oh EF. RUE: 665 Rt OC Or EO ENNIO EIIY 
ud hy 4 IF wt Tn m $1 ls a es 5 : 
OS Oe GIST ere dams» 4s RF IE - - 


Te RG YES, I RIDES \4. 


a... Tet. 


FR 
Mt 


ic Diipf Rewfod, "2273 


t coldneſs , they -uſed high,  Rhetorical expreſ- 
goat ſuch as -the Papilts themſelves. will. not al- 
low of, .1n- 2 liceral ſence + As. when Chry/of 
tellet ellch the. People, That. their Teeth - are fixed in 

iſt, -rheir Tongues: bloudied*-with 

bis Bloud , 'and. that the Aﬀembly of - the - 
was made red by the ſame': Which ſtrange Cx 
Laqpoart in hes Papiſt's behalf., and ſome! other 
| - them; Fellermine 15 forced | to ex- 
orical ac he" , but are 000 1n- 
cxculable. And if the piſts will not go | 
with us , to the uttermoſt of their - ex ors 
why ſhould we - be -bound to foot it juft 


ding to their - meaſures? - here to move; x neg to 
ſtop ', juſt as they -pleaſe ro lead the Dance. 


And I ſhal make this further Uſe of - Yalentia's 
and Zellermine's Sayings , [That if the: ancient Fa- 
thers did write RT 1 eratel of our Matrers 
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Having , as 7 humbly conceive. , " Fully mſwer- 
ed the' Papiſt's Prevence from Scripture , for mo 
Tranſubftentiation 3 I ſhall now very briefly 
 fwer two or three Scriptures - more , which they 
likewiſe pretend , for ſome . other Errours. For 
Purgatory, thar of r Coy, iti. where "there is men- 
tion - of trying Men's Works by fire , and - 
ving by fire , '&&. which relates no more to 
their | Purgatory-fire , than to a fire {willing a 
Hog , as appears .moſt evidently by the ſubjeR 
Matter \'in hand. Saint Paw diſcourſes there of 
his owh and* 4potfo's preaching the Golpel , and 
building up the Corimhiens mn. the Faith , where- 
of Chriſt is the onl ſoar 4 Foundation. -You muſt 
remember , that . was. & Jew , mighty mm 
the "Seripture , as faid:., Fs 18. but cor 
_— ok the. Guin Faith , mehrety wn hy cOnvin- 
ced + , proving Foſus- was. 

it fers , TR roo, whar 7 'to the O94 
Ceremonies , and”, ns [ tnmbly conceive , did 
theteby cauſe ſome Divi a among the - Corm- 
phians.; which-- Saint: Paw doth mp et hint, 
nor” wilkng +0 diſgelt'» new 1 | 
vrvur Labourer in” rhe”? Goſpel. Por * there: 
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and all tend to Edification in the. Spirit , as 
Chriſt told the Salharican Woman , (that we are 
go ' more to worſhip God , either at Samueris , or 
at Jern/alem , that is , we- are not+ ro worthip 
God, either after the Samaritan , or after the. Few- 
i Cuſtoms and Ceremonies , ( which - Saint 'Paw/ 
here calls #04 , Hay, Siubble , ) but only i» 
Spirit , and in Zrath ., -which -he-calls Gold, Sit. 
ver , precious Stones : All thole external , carnal 
Ceremonies were to be quite aboliſhed , nor to 
be re-built again on Chiiſt , ( as the Fown- 
” a do , yea , and. re-build on Chriſt - fome 
of the old Aomer Heathen Superſtitions | alfo , 
as I formerly ſhewed you , ) for in the fiery- 
Trial at the. Judgment-day , the Faire ſhould try e- 
very Man's work; that is, every Man ſhould give 
a ſevere account of what. he had built, what Do- 
| rine he had preached ; if pure, ipiritual Dodtrine . 
that like Gold, Silver, precious Stones, would en- 
dure the fiery-Trial - of that day , remain and be 
rewarded, But if Superſtitious ceremonial Dod@rine , 
that like Wood, Hay, Stubble, would not endure 
the: fiery-Trial',, but, would be burnt, and the 
Builder thereof would loſe his labour - and reward ; 
but | becauſe \he kept the Founcation; Chriſt , and 
was ſound in the principal parts of the Fanh | he 
ſhould be ſaved , yer ſo Ls by Fire, he ſhould paſs 
| a ſevere examination and check -for building #vch 
groſs carnal . ſtuff upon - fo pure and: ſpiritual a 
undation : Which little particle, 5, like a fmall 
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ark , ſets on fire and burns down tothe ground 
all that frubble-building of | Papal Purgatory *' for 
Qo 'man is fo Igpanege 5.264 knows Sc :37 
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ticle 2s always denotes a ſimijitude, a likeneſs to 
the thing named ; and how abſurd were ir to fay, 
Fire is like Fire? St. Peter in his firſt Epift. Ch. 4. 
v.12. writes, Beloved , think it mot ſtrange 'concern- 
ing the fiery-triall , which is to try you, «s though 
ome ſtrange thing happened unto you : Had they ta- 
ken this, as the Papiſts; do, for real Fire, the 
would have: thought -it ſtrange indeed, This Phraſe 
of fiery-Trial is ſo familiar -in Scripture, that no 
- man can without wilfulneſs miſtake it 3 eſpecially 
here, where the whole diſcourſe: all along 1s figu- 
rative. Is not Foundation, Buildmg, Gold , Sil- 
ver, Precious Stones , Wood Pg Hay, Stubble . all 
figurative, "not one of them literally ſpoken > Yet 
torlooth, this 'one word Fire alone muft be taken | 
literally. - I pray you-then take Wood, Hay, Stub- 
_ ble: allo literally -along with” you- into your Pur- 
gatory-Fire , it will make fuch a blaze about your 
ears, as that the Pope with alt his Holy Water 
and .'\;fowns Dei's will not be able to quench it. 
oy - mnkeaſp . Men , that will thus a- 
vule + Scripture ' to delude <4 3. Uun- 
lets they repent, they will foublel meet * 
far worſe. Fire, than that their invented Purgatory- 
Fire, not 7s Fire, but a real and eternal Fire ; 
from which, Good Lord deliver them. 


- In -like + manner they abuſe / another text in St. 
James, Ch. 5. v.14. where he ſpeaks of one of rhe 
miraculous gifts given to the Elders of the Church 
and Preachers of the Goſpel in thoſe days, to a- 
'Qoint the "Sick with :oyl, and ſo cure them. This 
. the Papiſts obtrude to- poor ignorant Sovls for- their 
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extream- Uncion-, which they : adminiſter to . Sick 
perſogs., «ot: for their Recovery ,, but when. they 
are paſt all hopes of Recovery ,. a5..4, Sacrament, 
to confer, the grace of Faith, and to ftrengthen 
them” then -for their departure out.of this. world ; 
as different from the Scripture meaning, as. the 
Sun-riſing from Sun-ſerting , Life from 'Death. 
And juſt ſo they--abuſe-—. 16, - Confeſs your faults 
one to another ; for their Auricular Confeſſion to 
their Prieſts :* which is a meer Exhortation to mu- 
tual and charitable Reconciliation of all Chriſtians 
one to another, by the Offenders confefſing and 
ara hs nt. the - wrong they have --done—ro 
| their Neighbour , and then both Parties praying 
tor one another, as all good Chriſtians ought to 
do : for doubtleis: all men are bound in Conſci- 
ence as well to acknowledge and confeſs their faults 
to the party injured, as 'to. pray for him: And this 
St. James exhorts all Chriſtians ro do. | 


You ſee now what firangs deluding Perſons. 
theſe Popiſh Prieſts' "are, who, if they find bur 
one word in Scripture that agrees with one word 
of their ſuperſtitious practice, they pop this in- 
to the ears of filly people, and drive it in with 
a Mallet, yet quite contrary to the meaning of 
that text from whence they took it , which 
they cannot be ſo ignorant but to ſee. To 
whom , - therefore I cannot but ſay as the An- 

<&d to Satan; Fhe -Lord--rebuke--them.-- -Yet 
I ſhall not ceaſe to pray to the Lord alſo for 
their Converſion; for which, while there is ws 
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' Glory be to God on high; and on carth Peace, 
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Three Books written by the Right Reverend Father 
in God, Herbert Lord Biſhop of Hereford. 


1. Sermon Preached before the King , 
at Whitehall. 


| 2: A Letter written to a Friend , concerning 


13. A Second Call to a farther Humiliation ; 

being a Sermon Preached at the Cathe- 

_ dral Church in Hereford, the 24 of No- 
© cvember , 1678. 


All three Printed for Charles Harper at the 
Flower de luce OVer againſt dt, Dunitan's Church 
in Fleet-ſtreet.. 


